University Post-Doctoral Fellowship 

Post-doctoral Fellowship, Request for Proposals 
Academic Year 2009-2010 Review Cycle 
Receipt Deadline: 4:00 p.m., Thursday, February 04, 2010 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
Ohio University invites proposals for the 2009-2010 University Post-Doctoral Fellowship program. Normally, two full-time post-doctoral research positions will be made available for the university fiscal year. Positions will be funded up to a maximum amount of $25,000 per year including benefits. These fellowships will be awarded for a period of one year. Awards will be made to an individual or group of faculty members selected on the basis of a university-wide competition. In order to provide the greatest benefit to the university, the selection committee will look favorably upon proposals that provide matching funds from other sources such as grants, research incentive, or other departmental/college funds. The University Post-Doctoral Fellowship Program has one review cycle annually. 
EVALUATION CRITERIA 
In making its recommendations to the University, the committee will consider the importance of the work to be conducted for the principal investigator's research agenda and the quality of the experience for the Fellow. The time spent by the Fellow at Ohio University should benefit the Fellow in a significant way. One of the objectives of the program is to help develop the next generation of scholars while making a contribution to the research and scholarship conducted at Ohio University. The expansion of the Fellow's experience and perspective is considered an essential aspect of a Fellowship; therefore, a change of institution from the doctoral institution is required and a change from the current institution is preferred.

Other criteria considered by the committee are the potential for continued growth of the research, the generation of external funding, and the funded research record of the principal investigator. Collaborative proposals from multiple researchers in the same department or across departments and/or colleges are encouraged. The role of the Fellow and principal investigator(s) should be clearly defined in any collaborative proposal. Junior faculty members are strongly encouraged to collaborate with senior faculty in the mentoring of a Fellow.


PROPOSAL CONTENTS 
These guidelines supersede previous versions.  Please review the guidelines before submitting a proposal. Very meritorious proposals are often not funded because these guidelines are not followed and information needed to make an objective decision is not available to the Committee. 

The following sections must be double-spaced and use 12-point type that is clear and legible, standard size:  discussion and identification of the candidate.  Figure, charts, tables and figure legends and footnotes in these sections may use a smaller font size and may be single-spaced but must be clear and readily legible. Margins must measure one inch (1") or greater on all sides.

All other sections: bibliography sections, biographical information, and budget and justification, may be single-spaced in a legible typeface. Margins should measure one inch (1") or greater on all sides.
1.    Cover page – use Postdoctoral Fellow form
2.    Discussion – 10 double-spaced pages 
3.
Glossary/Definition of Terms (Not required) – 3 double-spaced pages

3.    Bibliography (Not required) – 3 pages
4.    Biographical information (Applicant(s) and key personnel) – 3 pages per person
5.  
Budget and Justification – no limit specified
6.
Identification of Candidate – 2 double-spaced pages
7.
Appended materials – 5 pages

Cover Page
Prepare a cover page (See Word and PDF versions below). Signatures must be obtained by the applicant and are required only on the original copy. The cover page must be the first page of the proposal. Do not provide any other covers or binders.
Discussion
The language should be easily accessible to an educated lay reader; avoid discipline-specific jargon as much as possible. An appropriate format for this section is: 
A.  Project Description: Provide a narrative description of the project; describe precisely what are the specific aims and proposed methodology of the project. Include the benefits and/or significance of the project to the discipline. If the proposed project is part of a larger work, clearly identify that portion of the project to be completed by the Fellow.
B. Proposed Work by Fellow. Describe the nature of the work to be done by the Fellow in support of the project.
C. Significance to the Principal Investigator(s). Describe the contribution of the project to the research agenda of the Principal Investigator(s). Include specific plans for dissemination of results and future funding for the proposed line of research.
D. Significance to the Fellow. Describe the contribution of the project to the growth and development of the Fellow.
Glossary/Definition of Terms (If appropriate)

 An applicant may include a glossary or definition of terms.  An applicant is not required to include a glossary but may consider it for ease of reading and enhancement of comprehension.    
Bibliography
A bibliography should be presented whenever appropriate. A carefully selected bibliography can strengthen a proposal by indicating to the reviewer that the applicant is aware of significant and current literature in the field. 
Biographical Information
The curriculum vitae of the Principal investigator and all key personnel of a collaborative proposal should be included. Focus on the most recent years of research activities and/or those articles, presentations, etc., related to the project area. 
List all previous university research awards, including OURC and Baker grants. Include sponsor, title or project, date of award, dollar amount, and outcomes, including presentations, exhibitions, publications, and federal funding. 

List all proposals submitted to outside agencies for this or any other research project within the past three years. Include sponsor, title or project, date of award, dollar amount, and outcomes, including presentations, exhibitions, publications, and federal funding. If the proposed work is part of a long-range study or effort, indicate potential sponsors for continuation support. 

Provide a brief description of support received from college and department sources, including all start-up funds (from any source), college project support, etc., within the last three years. List all funds available to the program, including university programs like Research Incentive, Research Challenge, and continued support from the department and/or college. Additional pages (beyond the three page maximum) may be used in this section to meet this requirement.   
If appropriate, briefly state why these funds are or are not available to support the requested postdoctoral fellow.

   
Budget and Justification
The budget should include proposed salary (including a rationale for salary level) and benefits plus: 

a.       Source of matching funds for year 1 (if applicable).
b.      Plans for identifying funds for year 2 including grant proposals and/or plans for securing outside funding, etc. (if applicable).
Identification of Candidate
A description of the process and criteria for identifying a candidate for the position and the expected start date for the Fellow should be included. If a candidate has already been identified, state the reason for selection and include the curriculum vitae (three pages or less) of the Fellow. 
Please Note: As stated in the Evaluation Criteria (above), one goal of a Fellowship is to broaden the experience and perspective of the named Fellow. A change of institution from the doctoral is required and a change from the current institution is preferred.

Appended Materials 
Materials, as appropriate, may be appended to the proposal but will not be returned. The appendix is an appropriate place to provide copies of test instruments, questionnaires, or survey forms that will be employed. Proposals that involve the collaboration of others should include a description of the collaborator’s role and responsibilities as part of the Description section. Documentation of their availability and acceptance of their participation as described in the proposal should be included in the Appendix.  In addition, letters of support, detailing the source, amount and timing for the availability of matching funds, must be included in the Appendix.  All materials included in the Appendix should be referenced in the Discussion section.       

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION 
Submit one (1) original (with required signatures) and one electronic copy* of the complete proposal to: 
Carma West, Vice President for Research Office

Room 120, Research and Technology Center (RTEC) 
Ohio University, Athens, OH 45701-2979 
Phone: 740-593-1007 
westc@ohio.edu
*Electronic copies must be submitted as a single file in Microsoft Word or Adobe PDF format (MAC users must include file extenstions .doc or .pdf in the filename) and presented on CD-ROM or emailed to westc@ohio.edu by 4:00 p.m. on the deadline date. The single file must contain the entire proposal, including the biographical information.
Regional campus faculty only:  An applicant may request permission to submit his/her proposal by mail.  The package containing the hard copies of the proposals must be post marked not later than 4:00 pm on the deadline date and must include a copy of the email granting approval to submit by mail.  The electronic copy must be received by email not later 4:00 p.m. on the deadline date.

Questions concerning the competition should be directed to Carma West, Office of the VP for Research, Phone: 740-593-1007, or E-mail: westc@ohio.edu.


REPORTING REQUIREMENT
A final report that describes any significant outcomes, discoveries, etc., along with any reprints (or cover pages for books) or other material arising from the project, must be submitted to the Office of the VP for Research, Room 120 RTEC, Ohio University, Athens, OH 45701-2979, within four months following the expiration of the award. If this award results in additional external funding, please list the sponsors and amounts. No future VP for Research funded internal awards will be made without receipt of the final report.
EXAMPLE PROPOSALS
Examples of previously funded Postdoctoral Fellow proposals are available for review at:  
http://www.ohio.edu/research/postdoc.cfm

Please Note:  Efforts will be made to ensure that posted example proposals comply with current guidelines.  However, it is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that his/her proposal is compliant with current guidelines.

