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2001-02 Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Report


Undergraduate majors in the School of Telecommunications meet performance standards based on a variety of learning outcomes, including:

1. Mastery of the core curriculum, detailing the foundational elements of the telecommunications field and critical perspectives on it. The core was implemented in 2000-01. A consistently applied array of individual and team projects, exams, and research papers is used to measure outcomes.

2. Achievement in a rigorously designed plan of liberal-arts study, including and in addition to the university’s current general-education requirements.

3. Mastery of a corollary area of study, measured by successful credits in one or two areas of study outside the major (30 hours).

4. Mastery in a designated sequence of study in the major, measured by successful performance in individual and team projects, culminating in capstone-level projects commensurate with professional performance in the senior year, and successful performance on exams and secondary measures.

New assessment techniques


The School of Telecommunications adopted a revised mission statement during 2001-02. This mission statement now reflects the School’s concern with student learning outcomes in a context of student-centered learning:

Mission: Ohio University’s School of Telecommunications prepares students for excellence in creative and critical work in electronic communication as media professionals and productive citizens in a global, multicultural, and technologically dynamic environment. The School also prepares graduate students for high-impact careers in research, teaching, and industry. We accomplish these aims through involving students and faculty in international, national, and regional activities involving scholarship, creative work, and pedagogy that is grounded in democratic practices and devoted to social change.  We are guided by the premise that learning is active, collaborative, and student-centered and that the advisory role of faculty members in students’ careers is essential.

A three-year plan based on the revised mission statement is nearing completion. The plan includes new measures for learning outcomes at all levels of the curriculum. It will be presented to the faculty in early fall.

Graduate

The School of Telecommunications implemented additional assessment techniques this year to enhance learning outcomes in the doctoral program.  The School of Telecommunications Task Force on the Doctoral Program, co-chaired by the director and the associate director for graduate studies, met weekly during the fall quarter and biweekly during winter and spring quarters to review desired learning outcomes and other aspects of the program and make needed changes. Among the task force’s results were:

1. Re-engineering of core course content and course sequencing and scheduling for the doctoral program, including establishing separate sections of some courses for doctoral and master’s students and moving away from yoked undergraduate and graduate courses. 

2. Building processes into the doctoral program that ensure the advancement of research paper production past the ten-week quarter. The new system encourages followup through phases of conference paper submission and journal submission.

3. Establishment of a second-year directed program of research to ensure focused learning outcomes leading to development of a well-organized and well-executed dissertation.

4. Establishment of core graduate faculty meetings periodically throughout each quarter, with a final meeting focused on agenda for working with current cohorts to enhance their achievement and productivity.

Undergraduate


The School of Telecommunications faculty and staff leadership, in consultation with alumni and other advisors from the professional community, considered new directions for hardware and software acquisition to enhance student learning outcomes that will maximize our majors’ professional opportunities. As a result, the School is  redesign its non-linear video editing lab and constructing a new media production lab for academic year 2002-03.

The School implemented a mandatory quarterly advising system for all majors. Previously, student advising was idiosyncratic, and majors did not uniformly select courses based on desired learning outcomes. Now, only students who meet with their advisors may have access to the DARS and registration access codes.

