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The following are the Department of History’s answers to the questions posed, in order.

1. All students taking History courses are tested in a manner appropriate to our discipline (research papers, essay examinations, oral examinations, discussions, and class participation).  Our testing procedures have been refined over time, with a growing emphasis on writing expression and critical thinking.

2. The Department of History is demanding, gets good results, and is widely known to be one of the most rigorous of programs in the College of Arts and Sciences and indeed in the university.  Based on recent figures (derived from Fall quarter 2001) from the Office of Institutional Research, our department’s average grade awarded is the fourth lowest in the university.  Despite this, our faculty consistently receive high evaluations from students, who provide both written and numerical evaluations of each course and professor at the close of every quarter.  Based on a nine-point scale, all but one of our faculty receive evaluations of “above average” or better by their students.  All numerical student evaluations are stored in the departmental office, all written evaluations are provided to the department’s Peer Evaluation Committee on a annual basis, and annual evaluations of faculty teaching are carried out based on these materials.  We believe that we have an effective understanding of our department’s teaching, and we do not plan any immediate changes in our procedure.

3. We have made many changes in our curriculum in recent years based on new hires and on student demand.  For instance, we hired a new European Women’s History specialist, who offers a range of courses in that field.  Our Contemporary History Seminar has undergone a thorough overhaul during the AY just passed, based largely on student input.  We now offer a writing-intensive American History survey for our majors; we have also changed the instructors and methods of teaching for 301J, History Research and Writing.

4. We believe that we have an effective method of ongoing evaluations, and we do not plan any changes in the near future, though this will change with the advent of the new Gen Ed program. 

As for the specific questions posed in the body of the instructions, answers to these questions can easily be found in our Seven-Year Review, copies of which are available in the College of Arts and Sciences and in the Office of Assessments.

