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Curriculum and Instruction Master’s & Doctoral Programs 

2001-2002 Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Report
Date:
July 1, 2002

To:
Gitanjali Kaul, Associate Provost for Assessment and Institutional Research

From:
Teresa Franklin, Coordinator of Curriculum and Instruction Graduate Programs

Introduction

This report provides information on the student learning outcomes assessment for master’s and doctoral students in Curriculum and Instruction. The master’s program admitted 182 new students during 2001-2002 and graduated 83 students. The doctoral program admitted 42 new students and graduated 25 in 2001-2002. The Master’s and Doctoral Programs in Curriculum and Instruction provide specialized studies for students from the Departments of Teacher Education and Educational Studies. 

Areas of specialization for a master’s degree include:

Adolescent to Young Adult Education

Adolescent to Young Adult Education (with Licensure) 

Adolescent to Young Adult Mathematics Education 

Computer Education and Technology 

Cultural Studies 

Curriculum and Instruction 

Elementary Education 

Middle Child Education

Middle Child Education (with Licensure) 

Reading Education (with or without Licensure) 

Special Education (with or without Licensure) 

Supervision

Teaching the Talented and Gifted

Computer Education and Technology

Areas of specialization in the Doctoral Degree in Curriculum and Instruction include: 

Curriculum and Instruction 

Instructional Technology 

Mathematics Education 

Middle Level Education 

Reading and Language Arts 

Social Studies Education 

Special Education 

Supervision

Cultural Studies

Outcomes Assessment Procedures

Students seeking a Master’s Degree must complete the following requirements to progress through the program.

1. Within your first 12 hours of graduate study complete Form A stating your personal and professional goals; submit and discuss it with your advisor.

2. Within your first 18 credit hours submit a Graduate Program of Study to your advisor. 

3. After 35 hours are completed initiate a Master's Research Project or Thesis proposal with your advisor.

4. Maintain an overall GPA of a B or better.

5. Within six years complete all course requirements on your Program of Studies.

6. One quarter prior to graduation rate your achievement on your personal and professional goals stated on Form A; submit and discuss your ratings with your advisor.

7. One quarter prior to graduation, complete and submit Form B to your advisor as you evaluate your understandings, knowledge, skills, planning, management, and intellectual curiosity and integrity for continued professional growth.

8. The quarter you expect to graduate apply for graduation by the published deadline. 

There are additional criteria for successful completion of a degree for students seeking an initial teaching license which includes the following:

1. Upon admission to graduate studies, the student must complete an application to Professional Education which is available from the Office of Graduate Studies.

2. Upon admission to graduate studies the student must submit acceptable scores on one of these basic academic skills exams:


EXAM




SCORE

ACT
21

SAT
950

GRE (Graduate Record Exam)
900 combined score


PRAXIS I PPST (Pre-Professional Skills Test)   Paper
          Computer Test


Mathematics
173
  318

Writing  
173
                 319

Reading 
174
                 321

3. Upon admission to graduate studies complete a TB test at Hudson Health Center and
submit the results to the McCracken Hall lobby desk.

4. Upon admission to graduate studies obtain a background cheek form from the
McCracken Hall lobby desk and submit it to the Bureau of Criminal Investigation.

5. Non-Ohio residents for the past 5 years must request a second background check
from the Bureau of Criminal Investigation.

6. If student teaching is needed, obtain an application form and return it by December of
the prior year to Student Teaching, McCracken 124.

7. Five months prior to graduation apply to take the Ohio Licensure Praxis II Tests.




           Number
Score

(Obtain a Registration Bulletin from McCracken Hall lobby.)


Principles of Learning & Teaching K-6, or
30522
168


Principles of Learning & Teaching 5-9, or
30523
168


Principles of Learning & Teaching %12, &
30524
165


Spec. -Knowledge of Core Principles, &
(depends on specialization)

Spec. -Application of Core Principles
(depends on specialization)

        
Students seeking a master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction without a license have intermittent assessments within each course related to the projects, papers, and/or exams and they all must complete one culminating graduate research project (EDCI 691) conducted under the direction of the student's advisor. The EDCI 691 Master’s Research Project serves as a culminating and integrative project which provides performance assessment data on the student's writing abilities, conceptualization of a research problem, design, literature review, procedures, data collection, analysis and conclusions. 


Students within the specialization of Computer Education and Technology complete EDCT 691 Master’s Digital Portfolio as part of their culminating experience which incorporates similar assessment data as the Master’s Research Project in a digital format.  The Master’s Digital Portfolio also incorporates the development of reflection, goal setting, and assessment of teaching in the form of digital video clips.

        
Doctoral students in Curriculum and Instruction have four forms of progress outcomes assessment which involve a program of study, writing exam, comprehensive exams, and dissertation. Each form of assessment at the doctoral level involves a doctoral advisory committee composed of four faculty members who represent the core curriculum within Curriculum and Instruction. 

All graduates of Ohio University are followed up by an Institutional Research study.
Graduates during 1997-1999, which was the most recent study, were surveyed and a report shared
in February of 1999 which provides outcomes data on 36 master’s graduates who answered the
follow-up questionnaire. Only six doctoral students responded to the Institutional Research study.

Quality of Outcomes


Master’s Degree in Curriculum and Instruction

· All eleven master’s degree students who took the PRAXIS II exam passed with scores exceeding the cut-off criterion scores to obtain licensure.

· A total of 80 master’s degree students successfully completed their EDCI 691 Graduate Research Project during 2001-2002 and graduated.  Three students in Computer Education and Technology specialization completed the Master’s Digital Portfolio which was newly initiated this year.

Doctoral Degree in Curriculum and Instruction

· During 2001-2002 seventeen of 11 Ph.D. candidates passed their advanced writing evaluation, 11 of 12 passed their comprehensive exams, 17 gained committee approval of their dissertation proposal, and a total of 25 successfully completed their dissertation and graduated with the Ph.D. degree.

New Initiatives within Curriculum and Instruction 

The Curriculum and Instruction Faculty Doctoral Committee and the College of Education Graduate Student Advisory Council are jointly planning a study of master’s/doctoral student satisfaction, usefulness, and recommendations regarding the C&I doctoral program. This survey will become part of the exit materials presented to the Dean’s Office upon completion of the Dissertation. The low return rate on surveys from Institutional Research and from surveys sent to graduate students as part of the 7-year Assessment process has prompted this decision.  (Teacher Education has completed a rejoinder and Educational Studies is presently conducting their 7-year Assessment.)

The Curriculum and Instruction Faculty Standing Committee concluded a review of 15 national Curriculum and Instruction doctoral and master’s programs regarding core and specialization program requirements. Results of the analysis of the 15 national peers were presented to the Curriculum and Instruction Faculty in the Fall 2001.  Discussions were held by the Curriculum and Instruction Faculty concerning the needs of our students and the present market trends in curriculum and instruction graduate programs.  National standards from the Learned Societies were examined for each specialization and compared to our expectations of what students should “know and be able to do” once they complete their degree.

As part of the review process, each specialization had to identify a common core, three aspirational peers and compare their program to the peer program as well as identify how the courses within the specialization would meet national standards of the Learned Societies. Student outcomes were identified, described and examined by the Curriculum and Instruction Faculty.  Specializations not meeting the desired outcomes and criteria were returned to the program area faculty for revision.  

The full Curriculum and Instruction Graduate Faculty must approve changes to the curriculum within a specialization.  The Curriculum and Instruction Faculty are presently in the process of voting on each reviewed specialization at both the doctoral and master’s levels.  This process will be completed this fall so that students may begin specializations involving these changes the following year.
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