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1. 
Overview of outcome assessment procedures
The School of Comparative Arts does not offer an undergraduate major. School offerings include Tier II and Tier III courses in the General Education Requirement.

Student assessments currently in use for the General Education courses include:

· Grading standards common to all courses are based on guidelines developed by the Provost’s office and the Center for Teaching Excellence.  Each instructor has latitude to adopt these standards to the course and section.

· School guidelines for syllabi for CA 117 and 118 specify certain course requirements designed to hone basic skills.  Mid term and final examination, oral and written projects.


Faculty assess the General Education offerings annually to ensure that students have the knowledge and skills needed to successfully assimilate materials through the following methods:

· Evaluations of the course/instructors are scrutinized quarterly to pinpoint areas of strength and weakness in the course design, requirements and instruction.
· Grade summaries for each course are monitored quarterly for student assessment and for grade inflation.
· General Education course instructors are invited to make recommendations for course improvement and to share successful strategies with other instructors.
Faculty assess the academic achievement of the undergraduates through Institutional Research Documents. We have no "faculty" assessment of CA 117-118.

2. 
Synopsis of quality of outcomes

The learning outcomes indicate a high level of success in achieving the learning objectives of the various General Education service courses based on enrollment demand and quarterly student evaluations.   These findings indicate that the students effectively gain a broad knowledge of the fine arts media in the Tier II Introduction to Fine Arts courses in the following areas:

· Study and comprehension of the subjects, raw materials, forms and contents of each medium.
· Development of basic perceptual, analytic and expressive skills (oral and written) utilizing an accepted departmental methodology.
· Active learning through attendance at performances/exhibitions and participating in writing exercises that develop analytic skills.
· Collaboration through student group projects designed to reinforce analytic skills.
The Tier III courses are designed to build on the skills attained at the Tier II level with the addition of

· the comprehension of interrelationships among the arts and between the arts and cultural ideas
· the ability to formulate syntheses
3. 
Summary of changes to procedures and/or curriculum that were based on your assessment activities.
In 2000-2001, the instructional staff of CA 117-118 were encouraged in quarterly meetings to be mindful of grade inflation.  Interdisciplinary connections between the arts were also emphasized.  In addition, instructors were advised to keep content within the existing course descriptions.  Finally, a standard music CD was required for all students in CA 117 and 118.  (CD selections are keyed to readings in the standard CA textbook Perceiving the Arts, 8th ed.)

4. 
Description of any changes in the Comparative Arts assessment goals or objectives resulting from the assessment.
There have been no significant changes in the Comparative Arts assessment goals or objectives resulting from the assessment.

