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Comparative Arts
1. 
Overview of outcome assessment procedures
A quarterly evaluation of Ph.D. student research papers and/or oral presentations is carried out by each faculty member who conducts discipline specific and interdisciplinary seminars. Each graduate student receives a copy of the School’s assessment criteria for graduate student performance.  The ETS/Translation Examinations are utilized to determine language proficiency for the degree's scholarly tool requirement.  Comprehensive examinations involving both written and oral components are administered at the completion of the curriculum's core requirements with an additional oral defense required after the submission of the dissertation. Students complete quarterly evaluations for each seminar class they attend.  The program has been significantly revised for academic year 2001-2002, but the assessment activities remain in place.

2.
Synopsis of quality of outcomes
The learning outcomes indicate a high level of success in achieving the learning objectives of the various seminar courses that culminate in comprehensive examinations and dissertation research. The successful completion of these require a demonstrated mastery of the following intellectual skills deemed necessary to the mission of the program:

· an understanding of the factual content, theories, methodologies and principal issues in aesthetics and two arts disciplines.

· analytic‑abstraction skills

· an ability to formulate a synthesizing principle and design a cogent methodology

· an ability to clearly communicate ideas in both written and oral formats

· a mastery of research skills

· an ability to effectively teach undergraduate interdisciplinary fine arts courses

The graduate placement rate for the last five years indicates a strong correlation to the quality of the program’s outcomes learning assessments. Looking at graduates from the last ten years (1991-2001), of the 39 graduates, information is known about 31.  Of these graduates, 28, or 90%, are currently employed in teaching positions in colleges or universities; of the other three, one is currently serving in the military, one is an independent artist, and one is working for a ministry.  Even if one assumes that all of the unlocated graduates are not employed in higher education, the placement rate is still 71%.  

3.
Summary of changes to procedures and/or curriculum that were based on your assessment
No major changes were made for AY 2000-2001, but significant changes have been made to the entire curriculum for AY 2001-2002.  These changes were based on a major internal and external review.  In sum, students are now choose primary and secondary areas of focus, in which they are required take coursework outside the School of Comparative Arts, and are required to take qualifying examinations in each area. The Teaching Seminar has been retooled to cover both teaching and research skills on a year-long basis.  Interdisciplinary studies begin with a focused introductory course in the first quarter, and then continue in the second year when the student has demonstrated mastery of the two disciplines.

4. 
Description of any changes in the Comparative Arts assessment goals or objectives resulting from the assessment
Changes in assessment goals or objectives for 2001-2002 include the incorporation of qualifying examinations for both primary and secondary disciplines and a revamping of the comprehensive examination.

