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Comparative Arts
1. 
Overview of outcome assessment procedures
A quarterly evaluation of Ph.D. student research papers and/or oral presentations is carried out by each faculty member who conducts discipline specific and interdisciplinary seminars. Each graduate student receives a copy of the School’s assessment criteria for graduate student performance.  The ETS/Translation Examinations are utilized to determine language proficiency for the degree's scholarly tool requirement.  Comprehensive examinations involving both written and oral components are administered at the completion of the curriculum's core requirements with an additional oral defense required after the submission of the dissertation. Students complete quarterly evaluations for each seminar class they attend.  There have been no major modifications in these assessment activities since last year.

2.
Synopsis of quality of outcomes
The learning outcomes indicate a high level of success in achieving the learning objectives of the various seminar courses which culminate in comprehensive examinations and dissertation research. The successful completion of these require a demonstrated mastery of the following intellectual skills deemed necessary to the mission of the program:


(
an understanding of the factual content, theories, methodologies and principle



 issues in aesthetics and two arts media


(
analytic-abstraction skills


(
an ability to formulate a synthesizing principle and design a cogent methodology

(
an ability to clearly communicate ideas in both written and oral formats

(
a mastery of research skills

(
an ability to effectively teach undergraduate interdisciplinary fine arts courses

The graduate placement rate for the last five years indicates a strong correlation to the quality of the program’s outcomes learning assessments.  The research shows that 9 out of 10 graduates during this period are currently employed (no current  information is available for the 10th graduate).

3.
Summary of changes to procedures and/or curriculum that were based on your assessment
One major change in the curriculum based on assessment activities was to reduce the annual Teaching Seminar activities from three quarters to two for the following year. The idea for this change was supported by student evaluations which indicated that the teaching preparations required for this course could be accomplished effectively in a shorter time span. This would allow the students to begin their undergraduate teaching in the Spring quarter of their first year of residency rather than the Fall quarter of their second year.

4. 
Description of any changes in the Comparative Arts assessment goals or objectives resulting from the assessment
There have been no significant changes in the Comparative Arts assessment goals or objectives resulting from the assessment.

