
Ohio University’s 
2009 Clery Act Compliance Report
Ohio University is a state-assisted institution of higher education located in Athens, 
Ohio, with regional campuses in Belmont County (Eastern), Ironton (Southern), 
Chillicothe, Lancaster, Pickerington, Proctorville and Zanesville.  

Ohio University is committed to assisting all members of the Ohio University 
community in providing for their own safety and security.  The annual security 
compliance document is available on the OUPD website at www.ohiou. edu/police.
 
 Our website and booklet contain information regarding campus security and 
personal safety including topics such as: crime prevention, University police law 
enforcement authority, crime reporting policies, disciplinary procedures and other 
matters of importance related to security on the Athens campus only. 
 
 In addition we have included crime statistics for the Athens and regional campuses 
for the three previous calendar years summarizing crimes that occurred on campus, 
and on public property within, or immediately adjacent to and accessible from, 
campus. 

Campus Law Enforcement Authority 

The Ohio University Police Department is a full service law enforcement agency, 
operating 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, located at 135 Scott Quadrangle.  The 
department is staffed with 25 sworn police officers commissioned by the state of 
Ohio to serve and protect the University community. The department also employs 
7 full time civilian personnel. Investigations of criminal conduct and violations 
of university policy are conducted in a timely and professional manner with 
prosecution and referrals to the criminal justice system or other appropriate entities 
when applicable. The department is also responsible for issuing timely warnings of 
crimes that pose a threat to the campus community. The department also works 
closely with other federal, state, municipal and university departments to enhance 
the level of law enforcement service available to the university community and to 
provide those who may be the victim of criminal actions or emergency situations 
information regarding university options available to them. 
 
 Ohio University believes that eliminating or minimizing criminal opportunities 
helps prevent crime. Partnerships have been established with students and 
employees to identify potential areas of victimization and options for appropriate 
response. Police officers engage in visible patrol and also present programs along 
with Residential Housing staff and other groups on campus to help community 
members reduce their chances of becoming a victim of crime. 



Reporting of Criminal Activity 
and Other Emergencies  
Procedures and Facilities to Report Criminal Actions  
or Other Emergencies 

Students, employees, visitors and community members are strongly encouraged to 
report incidents of criminal conduct, suspicious behavior or emergencies to the Ohio 
University Police Department by telephone (740) 593-1911 or in person at 135 
Scott Quadrangle as soon as possible. Emergency telephones are located at the main 
entrance of all residence halls and select locations throughout campus. The phones 
are recognizable by the blue lights located above each phone.  Emergency phones 
provide direct access to the Ohio University Police Department and can be used to 
access other emergency services. 
 
Confidential Reporting  
Ohio University encourages anyone who is the victim of/or witness to, any crime 
to promptly report the incident.  With such information, the University can take 
steps to help ensure the future safety of the campus by keeping an accurate record 
of the number of incidents involving students. Determining where there is a pattern 
of crime with regard to a particular location, method, or assailant, and alerting 
the campus community to potential danger are also benefits of such information.  
Please note that, because police reports are public record under state law, the Ohio 
University Police Department cannot hold reports of crime in confidence.  Crime 
reports made to Ohio University health care and mental health professionals can 
generally be kept confidential, although reports will be included in the annual 
disclosure of crime statistics. 
 

Community Emergency Notifications
The following methods of communication are available and may be utilized in the 
event of a campus emergency. The usage of these tools will be dependent upon the 
particular set of circumstances present during the situation or incident. Not every 
communication tool will be utilized in every situation. The Ohio University Police 
Department in conjunction with the Critical Incident Response Team (CIRT) may 
initiate the communications tools listed.

Outdoor Emergency Notification System (Siren/PA system):  
An outdoor emergency notification system (audible siren/pa) has been installed 
on the Athens Campus and may be used for notifying the campus community of 
weather-related situations or other emergency situations as deemed necessary by 
the University. There are six locations where the outdoor emergency notification 
system will sound from (or each site may be activated independently). An outdoor 
emergency notification will start with the sounding of a pre-programmed tone and 
continue with a verbal announcement either pre-recorded or live. 
 
An audible educational test of the outdoor emergency notification system occurs the 
2nd Friday following the start of each quarter. 



Emergency Event Notification System (Voice/Text Messaging/Email): 
Ohio University’s Emergency Event Notification System allows authorized users to 
send automated emergency notifications via voice message, e-mail, and SMS (text 
message) in situations as deemed necessary and appropriate. There will be times 
where this system will be used in conjunction with the campus outdoor emergency 
notification system and other times where it will be used with other communication 
methods or as the sole method of communications.  

The University tests the emergency event notification system quarterly.

Email 
The University’s email system may be used as a mode of communication. The 
email system allows a more thorough explanation of the situation be delivered to 
everyone’s email address at Ohio University. Instructions or protective steps may 
also be given through email.

Websites 
The University has several opportunities to utilize the web to disseminate 
information in an emergency.

The University’s homepage www.ohio.edu has an emergency information link. The 
homepage may also be a standalone site used as the sole release point for emergency 
information.

The emergency information page www.ohio.edu/emergency is a site where 
information may be posted as the emergency situation evolves. This site is a 
link from the University homepage and is regularly used to update the campus 
community.  This site links to other University sites such as OUPD, Counseling and 
Psychological Services and the Campus Emergency Response Guide which provides 
procedures to follow in an emergency i.e. evacuation. The site also serves as a site to 
sign up for the emergency event notification system (text messaging). 

CATVision 
CATVision is a year-round, 24 hour-a-day service delivered to every student 
bedroom, apartment and residence hall lounge on the Athens campus. The service is 
also provided to various academic and administrative locations on campus. 
Programming to all television monitors connected to CATVision can be interrupted 
to display an emergency message. 

Campus Emergency Call-in Number 
A University call-in number has been established to play a short pre-recorded 
announcement. The number is 740.597.1800 (on Athens campus, 7-1800).

Campus and Local Media 
During an emergency related to campus, campus and local media outlets will be 
notified by University Communications and Marketing and will be updated as the 



Policies for Making Timely Warning Reports 
to the Campus Community  
 When Ohio University considers a crime to pose an ongoing threat to the safety 
of the community, “Crime Alerts/Timely Warnings” are distributed throughout 
campus. Alerts will be issued for the following crimes: arson, aggravated assault, 
burglary, criminal homicide, motor vehicle theft, robbery, and sex offenses. Crime 
alerts may also be posted for other crimes as deemed necessary. 

Monitoring and Reporting Criminal Activity at Off-Campus Locations 
Officially Recognized by the Institution
The Ohio University Police Department maintains a close, cooperative relationship 
with all local, state and federal law enforcement agencies.  In addition to joint 
education and enforcement efforts, the department works through the local police 
department to monitor and record criminal activity at off-campus locations of 
student organizations officially recognized by the university, including student 
organizations with off-campus housing facilities. 

Safety of and Access to Campus Facilities Including 
Campus Residences 
The main campus of Ohio University is located on 1,800 acres in southeastern 
Ohio with 210 buildings. The access to facilities is limited to those who have 
authorization through their status as students, faculty, staff or visitors in connection 
with special events or invitation. 
 
 Academic and administrative facilities are secured by building or facility occupants 
or maintenance personnel at the close of the day’s activities and opened in the 
mornings in the same manner.

Residence halls are for the use and enjoyment of the residents of the building.  
Exterior doors remain locked with the exception of a main door that is unlocked 
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. Interior hallway doors are to be locked at 
all times. Access to the individual rooms is limited to the residents and authorized 
university employees who must follow procedures established to protect the safety 
of the residents.

Programs Designed to Inform Students and Employees About 
Campus Security 

The Ohio University Police Department sponsors or participates in various 
programs designed to inform students, staff and visitors about safety and security 
issues throughout the year. While attempting to be comprehensive in providing 
a safe and secure community, it is important that community members be aware 
of their own safety and that of others in the community.  In an effort to provide 
information to that end, the Ohio University Police Department also provides the 
following programs to the university community: 

RAD- Rape Aggression Defense is a 15-hour self-defense program for women 
that focuses on mental and physical preparation with a strong emphasis on physical 
defensive techniques.



CLO – A Community Liaison Officer is assigned to every residence hall to provide 
formal as well as informal contacts throughout the academic year. Officers provide 
informational programming on issues for the hall and strive to create avenues of 
communication for hall residents with a police officer.

Policies Regarding Illegal Drugs and Alcoholic
Beverages on Campus 
The Ohio University Police Department investigates and enforces drug and alcohol 
violations occurring on the main campus in cooperation with local, state and federal 
law enforcement agencies. Violations of drug and alcohol laws will result in criminal 
prosecution and referral to Ohio University Judiciaries.  Judiciary sanctions under 
the Student Code of Conduct range from short-term probation to expulsion. Ohio 
University strictly enforces drug and alcohol laws.  

Health Promotion located at Baker Center is responsible for substance abuse 
education and prevention for students. Ohio University also has an alcohol and 
drug abuse awareness program for employees, which includes an Employee 
Assistance Program coordinated by the Human Resources Department.  The Ohio 
University Police Department works cooperatively with local law enforcement 
agencies and organizations such as Mothers Against Drunk Drivers (MADD) to 
prevent drug and alcohol violations around the university community.  

Statement of Policy Regarding Campus Sexual 
Assault Program to Prevent Sex Offenses, and 
Procedures to Follow When a Sex Offense Occurs 

Statement on Sexual Assault 
 
Sexual assault is defined as any attempted or actual unwanted sexual behavior. Sexual 
assault occurs along a continuum of intrusion and violation ranging from unwanted 
sexual comments to forced sexual intercourse. Sexual intrusions and violations of 
any degree are serious offenses and compromise the integrity of the University 
community. All forms of sexual assault are criminal offenses as well as violations 
of the A-4 (Mental or Bodily Harm to Others) provision of the Ohio University 
Student Code of Conduct. The University hearing board or administrative hearing 
officer will address three questions in cases of alleged sexual assault.  First, “Did an 
act constituting sexual assault occur?” If the answer to this is yes but no physical 
contact occurred, the minimum sanction is one quarter suspension.  The second 
question is “Was physical contact involved?”  In these cases the minimum sanction 
is a one-year suspension.  The third question is “Did penetration occur during the 
assault?”  In any case where the answer to this question is yes, the accused student 
will be expelled.  The guidelines also state that a presidential interim suspension 
will always be considered in cases where expulsion is being considered.  Students 
found in violation of this provision are subject to a range of disciplinary sanctions 
including disciplinary expulsion from Ohio University. In cases of sexual assault, 
both the accused student and the complainant have rights which are observed 
through the University judicial process. These rights are contained in their entirety 
in the Ohio University Student Code of Conduct. 



Ohio University is committed to creating an environment free from the threat 
of sexual assault, while actively responding to the needs of those affected by 
sexual assault. Consistent with this commitment, Ohio University has created 
a sexual assault education and prevention program which serves as the primary 
source for information, advocacy, and referral. Through this program and other 
departments on campus, Ohio University provides educational workshops and 
materials, prevention programs, and advocacy. Students affected by sexual assault 
may also seek assistance through this program in negotiating housing and academic 
accommodations

Members of the Ohio University community who have been sexually assaulted are 
strongly encouraged to obtain medical assistance, talk with a counselor, and report 
the assault to the Ohio University Police Department. 

Counseling services are available for students through the Sexual Assault Education 
and Prevention Program and Counseling and Psychological Services. All services are 
free. 

Survivors are advised to report the assault to the Ohio University Police Department 
as soon as possible after the incident. Thus, evidence which might otherwise be lost 
after time has elapsed can be collected. Reporting sexual assault to OUPD in no way 
compels an individual to pursue a specific course of action. However, reporting does 
enable an individual to be apprised of the medical, emotional, legal, and university 
judicial options for dealing with the assault. 

Medical attention is important for two reasons: 
•	 Testing and/or medical treatment of sexually transmitted diseases, pregnancy, 
or physical injuries. 
•	 Evidence collection. 

Student Sexual Assault Reporting Protocol 

It is the position of Ohio University that if a student alleges a sexual assault, the 
university has a responsibility to care for the survivor and promptly investigate the 
incident in the interest of the safety and security of the university community. 

The following protocol is to be utilized by any staff member who receives 
information that an alleged student sexual assault has occurred: 

Determine the health and safety needs of the survivor. 

When the sexual assault is being reported by a student, the staff member should say 
to the student, “Based upon what you say, I may be required to have the incident 
investigated by the University.”*  The University is concerned for the survivor’s 
safety as well as the safety of the larger community. 

Whether or not the survivor wants to continue with a description of the incident, 
the resource packet (provided by Health Promotion) is given to the survivor and 
resources are discussed. 

The staff member is to contact the following: 
•	 OUPD (immediately), and 
•	 University Judiciaries (within one working day) 



to provide whatever information is available about the incident, including name of 
survivor and perpetrator. 

Health Promotion (within one working day) to provide the necessary information 
required by the Campus Security (Clery) Act. OUPD and University Judiciaries 
will communicate to determine how the case will be investigated. If the survivor 
is willing to meet, either or both offices will review the case and options for action 
with the survivor. Whether or not a survivor wants criminal charges pursued, an 
institutional investigation will still proceed. 

As the case is investigated, OUPD and University Judiciaries will determine if 
there is enough evidence to proceed with the case either through the criminal or 
university judicial system and take the appropriate course of action (with or without 
the participation of the survivor). Any deviations from this protocol must be 
reasonable and documented. 
 
Revised August, 2005 
 
* Health care and mental health professionals are exempt from reporting the 
specifics of the incident as mandated by HIPPA (Counseling and Psychological 
Services and Student Health Services). They will, however, need to contact Health 
Promotion to provide the necessary information required by the Clery Act.  

Information on registered sex offenders can be obtained by contacting the Athens 
County Sheriff ’s Office at 13 West Washington Street Athens, Ohio 45701 or by 
telephone at (740) 593-6633, or visit their website at www.athenssheriff.com/ or 
http://ohio.esorn.net/search2.php?AgencyID=53904. 

 

Regional Campus Information 

Specific information regarding policies and procedures at individual regional 
campuses may be obtained by contacting the following:

Chillicothe Campus:  	 517 West 5th Street
		  Chillicothe, Ohio 45601
		  Telephone (740) 774-7200

Eastern Campus:	 45425 National Road, West
		  St. Clairsville, Ohio 43950
		  Telephone (740) 695-1720

Lancaster Campus:	 1570 Granville Pike
		  Lancaster, Ohio 43130
		  Telephone (740) 654-6711

Proctorville Center:	 Ohio University Southern Campus - Proctorville Center
		  P.O. Box 882
		  305 State Street
		  Proctorville, Ohio 45667
		  Telephone (740) 886-7655



Southern Campus:	 1804 Liberty Avenue
		  Ironton, Ohio 45638
		  Telephone (740) 533-4600

Zanesville Campus:	 1425 Newark Road
		  Zanesville, Ohio 43701
		  Telephone (740) 588-1434

Pickerington Center:	 12933 Stonecreek Drive
		  Pickerington, Ohio 43147
		  Telephone (614) 367-9371

APPENDIX
For the purposes of this document, the following definitions were used:  

I. Sex Offenses 

As per the National Incident-Based Reporting System Edition of the Uniform Crime 
Reporting Program  

A. Sex Offenses – Forcible   
Any sexual act directed against another person, forcible and/or against the person’s 
will; or not forcible or against the person’s will where the victim is incapable of 
giving consent.  

	 1. Forcible Rape 
	 The carnal knowledge of a person, forcible and/or against the person’s will;	           	
         or not forcible or against the person’s will where the victim is incapable of 		
	 giving consent because of his/her temporary or permanent mental or physical 		
	 incapacity (or because of his/her youth). 
 
	 2. Forcible Sodomy 
	 Oral or anal sexual intercourse with another person, forcible and/or against 
	 that person’s will; or not forcible against the person’s will where the victim is 
	 incapable of giving consent because of his/her youth or because of his/her 
	 temporary or permanent mental or physical incapacity. 
 
	 3. Sexual Assault with an Object 
	 The use of an object or instrument to unlawfully penetrate, however slightly, 		
	 the genital or anal opening of the body of another person, forcibly and/		
	 or against that person’s will; or, not forcible or against the person’s will where 		
	 the victim is incapable of giving consent because of his/her youth or because 		
	 of his/her temporary or permanent mental or physical incapacity. 
 
	 4. Forcible Fondling 
	 The touching of the private body parts of another person for the purpose 		
	 of sexual gratification, forcible and/or against that person’s will; or, not forcible 	
	 or against the person’s will where the victim is incapable of giving consent 		
	 because of his/her youth or because of his/her temporary or permanent mental 	
	 or physical incapacity. 



B. Sex Offenses – Non-Forcible 
Unlawful, non-forcible sexual intercourse

       1. Incest 
       Non-forcible sexual intercourse between persons who are related to 
       each other within the degrees wherein marriage is prohibited by law. 
 
       2. Statutory Rape 
       Non-forcible sexual intercourse with a person who is under the statutory age 
       of consent.  

II. Crime Definitions 
As per the Uniform Crime Reporting Handbook  

A. Arson 
Any willful or malicious burning or attempt to burn, with or without intent to 
defraud, a dwelling house, public building, motor vehicle, or aircraft, personal 
property of another, etc.  
                                                                                       
B. Aggravated Assault 
An unlawful attack by one person upon another for the purpose of inflicting severe 
or aggravated bodily injury.  This type of assault usually is accompanied by the use 
of a weapon or by means likely to produce death or great bodily harm.  It is not 
necessary that injury result from an aggravated assault when a gun, knife, or other 
weapon is used which could and probably would result in a serious personal injury if 
the crime were successfully completed.  

C. Burglary 
The unlawful entry of a structure to commit a felony or theft. For reporting 
purposes this definition includes: unlawful entry with the intent to commit a 
larceny or felony; breaking and entering with the intent to commit a larceny; 
housebreaking; safecracking; and all attempts to commit any of the aforementioned.  

D. Manslaughter By Negligence 
The killing of another person through gross negligence. 
 
E. Murder and Non-negligent Manslaughter 
The willful (non-negligent) killing of one human being by another. 
 
F. Motor Vehicle Theft 
The theft or attempted theft of a motor vehicle. (Classify as motor vehicle theft all 
cases where automobiles are taken by persons not having lawful access even though 
the vehicles are later abandoned, including joyriding.) 
 
G. Robbery 
The taking or attempting to take anything of value from the care, custody, or 
control of a person or persons by force or threat of force or violence and/or by 
putting the victim in fear.  



H. Drug Abuse Violations 
Violations of State and local laws relating to the unlawful possession, sale, use, 
growing, manufacturing, and making of narcotic drugs. The relevant substances 
include: opium or cocaine and their derivatives (morphine, heroin, codeine); 
marijuana; synthetic narcotics (demerol, methadones); and dangerous non-narcotic 
drugs (barbiturates, benzedrine). 

I. Liquor Law Violations 
The violations of laws or ordinances prohibiting: the manufacture, sale, transporting, 
furnishing, possession of intoxicating liquor, maintaining unlawful drinking places; 
bootlegging; operating a still; furnishing liquor to a minor or intemperate person; 
using a vehicle for illegal transportation of liquor, drinking on a train or public 
conveyance; and all attempts to commit any of the aforementioned. (Drunkenness 
and driving while under the influence are not included in this definition.) 
 
J. Weapon Law Violations 
The violation of laws or ordinances dealing with weapon offenses, regulatory 
in nature such as: manufacture, sale, or possession of deadly weapons; carrying 
deadly weapons, concealed or openly; furnishing deadly weapons to minors; aliens 
possessing deadly weapons; and all attempts to commit any of the aforementioned.  

III. Geographic Locations  

A. On-Campus 
Defined as (1) Any building or property owned or controlled by an institution 
within the same reasonably contiguous geographic area and used by the institution 
in direct support of, or in a manner related to, the institution’s educational 
purposes, including residence halls; and (2) Any building or property that is within 
or reasonably contiguous to the area identified in paragraph (1) of this definition, 
that is owned by the institution but controlled by another person, is frequently used 
by students and supports institutional purposes (such as a food or retail vendor). 
 
B. Non-Campus Building or Property 
Defined as (1) Any building or property owned or controlled by a student 
organization that is officially recognized by the institution; or 
(2) Any building or property owned or controlled by an institution that is used 
in direct support of, or in relation to, the institution’s educational purposes, is 
frequently used by students, and is not within the same reasonably contiguous 
geographic area of the institution.  

C. Public Property 
Defined as all public property, including thoroughfares, streets, sidewalks, and 
parking facilities, that is within the campus or immediately adjacent to and accessible 
from the campus. 



Local Law Enforcement, Counseling Services, and 
Support Agencies  

Police  

Ohio University Police Department: ........(740) 593-1911 or 911 if an emergency 

Athens City Police Department:................(740) 593-6606 or 911 if an emergency 

Athens County Sheriff ’s Department:.......(740) 593-6633 or 911 if an emergency
 

Ohio University Programs 

Counseling and Psychological Services: ....................................................593-1616 

CARELINE: ............................................................................................593-3344 

S.A.N.E. (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner) O’Bleness Memorial Hospital: ...............593-5551 

Health Promotion: ...................................................................................593-4742 

V.P. for Student Affairs: ............................................................................593-2580 

The Office of Judiciaries: ..........................................................................593-2629 

The Office of the Dean of Students: .........................................................593-1800 

The Office of Multicultural Programs: ......................................................593-4027 

The Office of International Student and Faculty Services: .........................593-4330 

The Office of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, & Transgender Center: ...................593-0239

Student Health Services: .........................................................593-4730/593-4731 
 
Athens Community  

My Sister’s Place: .....................................................................................593-3402 

O’Bleness Memorial Hospital: ..................................................................593-5551 

Planned Parenthood of Southeast Ohio: ...................................................593-6979 

Athens County Victim Assistance Program: ..........................592-3212 or 592-3208 

Crisis Services: ...............................................................................1-888-475-8484 



Tri-County Mental Health & Counseling Services: ...................................592-3091

 
Drug & Alcohol Programs 

Appalachian Behavioral Healthcare: ..........................................................594-5000

 Health Recovery Services: .......................................................................592-6720 

TASC: ..................................................................................................... 592-3398 

Tri-County Mental Health & Counseling: ................................................592-3091

Employee Assistance Program (OU employees) .............................1-800-227-6007 
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