	Syllabus
Philosophy of Instructional Technology 02479
EDCT 793B
Winter, 2010 
Thursday, 5:10pm-9:00pm
McCracken Hall, PC Computer Lab


CONTACT INFORMATION:
David Richard Moore Ph.D.
McCracken Hall 250
Office Hours: 

Thursday 2pm-5pm

By appointment

Office Phone 740 597 1322
Email Address moored3@ohio.edu (fastest way to get in touch with me)

COURSE MATERIALS:
Text:

Scharff, R.C. & Dusek,V. (Eds.).(2007). Philosophy of technology: the technological condition : an anthology. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, (0-631-22219-7)

Online Course Component: This course uses the Blackboard course environment for portions of the course. Students are expected to login and check the course Blackboard site several times throughout the week.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
“Our Age is one in which technology, and digital technology in particular, is described routinely as having the power not only to accommodate our desires, enhance our experiences, and expand our abilities, but to transform the daily life of human societies and redirect the course of history. In such an Age, what does it mean to understand technology as a social and historical phenomenon, and how can we best analyze its character, claims and consequences? “ (Blumberg, 2009). Blumberg’s description nicely describes this course.

In this course, we'll discuss philosophical and historical interpretations of modern technology with the goal of deepening our understanding of the relationship between technology, society and education. 

COURSE POLICIES:
Academic dishonestly is defined in the student handbook. If you are found to be involved in academic dishonesty or academic misconduct you will be referred to Judiciaries. We will treat one another with dignity and respect. Our classroom is a sanctuary for challenging ideas.
SCHEDULE:

	January 7th
	Introductions

Syllabus Review

Course Overview

General Philosophy Overview

Connections



	January 14th
	Review

Plato: “On Dialectic and ‘Techne”

Aristotle: “On ‘Techne’ and Episteme”

Bacon: “On the Idols, the Scientific Study of Nature, and the Reformation of Education”

Marx and Engels: “Capitalism and the Modern Labor Process”

Media Integration

	January 21st
	Review

Kline: “What is Technology?”

Gehlen: “A Philosophical-Anthropological Perspectives on Technology”

Pinch and Bijker: “The Social Construction of Facts and Artifacts”

Media Integration

	January 28th
	Review

Winner: “Social Constructivism: Opening the Black Box and Finding it Empty”

Mumford: “Tool-users vs. Homo Sapiens and the Megamachine”

Arendt: “The ‘Vita Activa’ and the Modern Age

Media Integration

	February 4th
	Review

Hickman: “Doing and Making in a Democracy: Dewey’s Experience of Technology”

Schumacher: Buddhist Economics”

Ellul: The “Autonomy” of the Technological Phenomenon

Media Integration

	February 11th
	Review

Heilbroner: Do Machines Make History?

Marcuse: New Forms of Control

Mitchum: Three Ways of Being-With Technology

Media Integration

	February 18th
	Review

Ihde: A Phenomenology of Technics

Habermas: Technical Progress and Social-Life World 
Heidegger and McLuhan and The Essence of Virtual Reality

Ross: Hacking away at the Counterculture

Media Integration

	February 25th
	Review

Borgmann: Information and Reality at the Turn of the Century

Dreyfus: Anonymity versus Commitment: The Dangers of Education on the Internet

Foucault: Panopticism

Media Integration

	March 4th
	Glendinning: Notes toward a Neo-Luddite Manifesto

Winner: Luddism as Epistimology

Feenberg: Democratic Rationalization: Technology, Power, and Freedom

Media Integration

	March 11th
	Project presentations

	Exam Week
	Exam


ASSIGNMENTS/EVALUATION:

	Class Participation: this has several components: keeping up with the reading assignments and contributing discussions.

Each week, you will turn in 3 questions on each reading. Each of these question will be accompanied by a statement of why the question is important (a paragraph for each question). You will turn these at least two hours before class begins.


	15%
	Beginning 2nd week of class

	Weekly Technology Integration Presentation:

Sign up for integration presentation (Identify a philosophy of technology topic and relate it to popular culture film or media. Show 30 minutes of the film (you should preselect pieces that are appropriate). You should not show more than 10 minutes at a time with a break for discussion. Be prepared to demonstrate how each relates to philosophy topics we are discussing.
	15%
	Sign up for a week

	Course Project:

 Final project: this assignment consists of submission of a proposal and preliminary bibliography by the midterm, the submission of a completed essay, generally 10-15 pages in length, and the preparation of a one page written summary and an oral presentation to the seminar.
Promptness on all assignments is mandatory. Regular class attendance for the entire class period is expected.
	50%
	End of Term 

	Exam: Demonstrate that you have a stable and clear understanding of all of the authors discussed in the course.
	20%
	Exam week


GRADES:

	Letter Grade 
	Percentile 

	A 
	94% 

	A- 
	90% 

	B+ 
	87% 

	B 
	84% 

	B- 
	80% 

	C+ 
	77% 

	C 
	74% 

	C- 
	70% 

	D+ 
	65% 

	D 
	60% 

	F 
	59% & Below


ATTENDANCE:
Your active involvement--individually, in small groups, and with the entire class--is an important way for you to help meet the course objectives. For you to be involved, you must be present. If you are now aware of attendance conflicts or should you become aware of such conflicts, please let me know of them as soon as possible.

SYLLABUS CHANGE POLICY:
This syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advanced notice.

