Term paper topics
Title of term paper:  A Preliminary Historical Phonology of Four Melanau dialects, with Particular Emphasis on  _____________________.  (Choose one of the following topics.)
Focus on “bottom up” reconstruction of Proto-Melanau:

1.  Simple vowels.  Account for all simple vowels in the data; define “simple vowel” (vs. vowel sequences and diphthongs).
2.  Diphthongs.  Define “diphthong” (vs. vowel sequence and VG sequence) and account for all diphthongs in the data, with particular emphasis on (a) phonotactics and (b) distribution of glides (semivowels) (y,w).
3.  Stops and affricates /c/, /j/.  Account for all stops and affricates in the data.
4.  Laryngeals.  Account for all (h, () in the data.
5.  Liquids.  Account for all instances of (r, ( and l ) in the data.
6.  Nasals.  Account for all instances of (m,n,ñ,( ) in the data, with particular emphasis on (a) phonotactics and (b) grammatical influences.

Focus on “top down” derivation of Proto-Melanau and Melanau dialects from Proto-Malayo-Polynesian.

7.  Syllable Reduction:  Working “top-down” from Proto-Malayo-Polynesian to Proto-Melanau and finally to the four dialects, account for all cases of correspondences involving trisyllables, disyllables, and mononosyllables.
8.  Peripheral mid-vowels (e,o).  Working “top-down” from Proto-Malayo-Polynesian to Proto-Melanau and finally to the four dialects, account for the addition of e and o phonemes in the history of Melanau.
Focus on what interests you.

9.  Pick your own topic (subject to approval by the instructor).
