Diagnostic tests for Ohio’s three dialect areas
(South Midland, North Midland, Inland North)
 REF:  BEVERLY FLANIGAN ARTICLE IN American Voices
                                                                  Southern              Central           Northern
1.  GREASY /Z/                                          YES                       NO                  NO
 
2.  cot/caught merger (Don/Dawn)           YES                       YES                 NO            
 
3.  BOAT and BOOT merge as ba-oot     YES                       NO                  NO 
 
4.  pin/pen merger as pi-yun                      YES                       NO                  NO
 
5. tense V:  ROOF = oo AND
                     CREEK = ee                           YES                       NO                  NO
 
6.  Appalachian with -LATCH-                 YES                       NO                  NO
                                                                                                (-LASH-)         (-LASH-)
7.  Northern Cities Shift                             NO                        NO                  YES 
                  i.      Ann > Ian
 
                  ii.     not > gnat
 
                  iii.    Dawn > Don (but Don > Dan so no merger)
 
                  iv.    desk > dusk
 
                  v.    bus > boss
 
                  vi.   Bill > bell 
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Instructor’s observation:  Rep. Ralph Regula (R-Ohio) and Dennis Kucinich (D-Ohio) both referred to the Gulf War in words that sounded to me like "the golf war" in House debate heard on C-Span 6-24-05.  This can be explained in terms of change 5 above:  bus > boss; gulf > golf.

