What Is Linguistics?
Short answer:  Linguistics is the scientific study of language.
Longer answer:  A scientific field is defined by the questions it asks. 
Linguistics asks three questions.
· Why are there so many languages and dialects in the world?
· Why are children able to acquire their native languages so 

easily? (Whereas adult 2nd  language learning is much more 

difficult) 
· How are languages put to use?
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However, there are still more questions that define the field of linguistics (and distinguish linguistics from other fields); yet linguistics cannot yet provide simple, uncontroversial answers to any of them.

 

Where is language located: in the individual brain or in the collective society? 
 

What are the minimal units of a language: sounds or meanings?

 

What is the basis of phonetics: articulatory or acoustic?

 
What is the basis of linguistic analysis and explanation:  synchronic or diachronic?
(Cf.  Chomsky vs. Blevins)
