Ling 485/585 Historical Linguistics
Richard McGinn, Instructor

M & W  3:00-5:00 p.m.   Winter  2010
Office G377 1-3 daily

Instructor’s web page
email:  mcginn@ohio.edu
COURSE

In this course, we will examine language as a dynamical system that changes over time; we will study methods of investigating language in this mode; and we will examine the historical interpretation of the results of such investigations.
TEXTBOOK:  The textbook for the course is Terry Crowley, An Introduction to Historical Linguistics (Oxford, 3rd Edition).

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Weekly homework assignments (due every Tuesday before class)

Midterm examination 

Final examination

TERM PROJECT:  RECONSTRUCTION OF PROTO-MELANAU 

All students will submit a term project summarizing the results of their homework assignments and individualized projects.  In addition, Graduate students will make a 20-minute class presentation based on their chosen topic.

GRADING:  the two exams count 30% each toward your final grade; term project = 20%; homework = 10%; Participation (including attendance and grad student presentation) = 10%.

 
SPECIAL EVENTS:  (Any scheduled speakers of interest?)
SYLLABUS OF TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
 

Week 1:
Orientation:  What is Linguistics?  What is Historical Linguistics?  

Introduction to the study of language as a dynamical system (ever-changing); 

Term Projects; Lexicostatistics and Glotto-chronology; Chapters 1 & 8.
Week 2:
Types of linguistic change; What is a linguistic ‘rule’?  Phonological change 

as rule change, Chapters 2 & 3.
Week 3:
Phonetic and Phonemic change, Chapter 4.
Week 4:
The Comparative Method and historical interpretation of results, Chapter 5.
Week 5:
Internal Reconstruction, Chapter 6
>>Week 6: 
Mid-Term:  Tuesday review; Thursday exam

Week 7:
Grammatical, Semantic, and Morphological Change, Chapter 7

Week 8:
Causes of Language Change, Ch 9; Observing language change, Ch 10.
Week 9:
Problems with traditional assumptions, Ch 11; STUDENT PRESENTATIONS
Week 10:
Language contact and cultural reconstruction; language genesis; language 

death; Chapters 12 & 13; STUDENT PRESENTATIONS
 

The final examination is Thursday, March 18, 12:20 p.m.  Term projects are due Friday, March 19 at 4:00 p.m. in the Instructor’s mail box, 383 Gordy.
SOME MATTERS OF BUSINESS

 

1) Cheating, plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty are cardinal sins in a university community. One can be penalized for these both academically and through Student Judiciaries. Here is the University policy on academic misconduct.

Academic Misconduct is a Code A violation of the Ohio University Code of Student Conduct. Academic Misconduct refers to dishonesty on examinations (cheating), presenting the ideas or the writings of someone else as one's own (plagiarism), or knowingly furnishing false information to the University. If you are found to be involved in academic misconduct, you will receive an F grade on the project or for the class and/or referral to the Director of Judiciaries with the possible sanctions of expulsion or suspension.

2) Late work will be penalized unless justified (e.g. by note from doctor).

 

 

