HISTORICAL LINGUISTICS

PRESENTATION AND TERM PROJECT
All students will submit a WRITE-UP OF THEIR PROJECT based on their analysis of aspects of the Melanau data provided.  In addition, Graduate students will make a 20-minute class presentation based on their project. Below are some guidelines for presentations and write-ups.
1.  Good organization, exhibiting clarity, unity, coherence, and (above all) careful analysis will be required to receive a high grade for your presentation and write-up.  For Presentations and write-ups, please include a Title, an Outline, and a short Bibliography (see below); for the write-ups, a set of appendices is also required.  Please note:  the bibliography will necessarily be minimal, but must include at least the following four items:  (a) Blust's paper on Mukah Melanau;  (b) class lectures showing Instructor's proposed reconstructions of Proto-Melanau; and (c) our textbook (Crowley) referencing principles of reconstruction and rule-writing.  Further bibliography may be included, but is not required since this is a data-oriented project and not a formal term paper.
2.  The Presentation and Term Project should have an Introduction, a Main Body, and a Conclusion. The Introduction should include an overview or "abstract" PRESENTING YOUR HYPOTHESIS (SUMMARIZING YOUR PROPOSED RULES). The Main Body should include inventories (charts) showing vowels, consonants and diphthongs for (a) Proto-Melanau and (b) each of the four dialects; followed by discussion of your proposed reconstructions and rules pertaining to your assigned topic (e.g. liquids, stops, diphthongs, etc.).  The Conclusion should BE BRIEF, and sum up the main points that you wish to be remembered by your audience--which includes not just the instructor, but your classmates, and the community of linguists.  Finally, a set of appendices should include (a) the correspondence sets that support your hypothesis unequivocally (perfectly); (b) the initially problematic (interesting) correspondence sets that also support your hypothesis; (c) data that you have excluded as suspected borrowings; and (d) residues, i.e. unsolved problems, anamolies, counterexamples—in short, any and all leftover data for future research, i.e. data as yet unaccounted for in sets (a)-(c). 
  
3.  THE PREFERRED LENGTH OF TERM PROJECTS:  graduate students:  15 pages INCLUDING bibliography and appendices; undergraduates, 10 pages.

 

