FINAL EXAM GUIDELINES
LING 485/585
Winter 2009

(NOTE:  THIS PAGE IS UNDER CONSTRUCTION – THE FINAL VERSION WILL BE POSTED AFTER CLASS ON THURSDAY, MARCH 12)

The final examination is Tuesday, March 17, 12:20 p.m.  Term projects are due Thursday, March 19 at 4:00 p.m. in the Instructor’s mail box, 383 Gordy.
Materials:  Crowley Chapters 6 and 7; chapters 8-13 passim; associated Power Points; and this handout.

A.  Chapter 6:  Match the best answers with the questions by writing letters in the blanks.

1.  Name two of the greatest minds the world has ever known who are also mentioned prominently in the Ppt titled “Commentary on Crowley Chapter. 6”. 
____________

a.  Chomsky   b.  Saussure   c.  Shakespeare   d.  Vyasa   e.  Verner   f.  Vernor
2.  Match the data problem with the solution.
a.  Grimm’s Law
_____  Germanic First Consonant Shift (PIE *p>f, etc.)
b.  Verner’s Law
_____  Exceptional voiced reflexes of Grimm’s Law consonants  
c.  PIE laryngeals (‘son-
_____  PIE ablaut (sing, sang, sung, etc.)

     orant coefficients’)
3.  Check the correct answer:  What is the fundamental assumption underlying the method of Internal Reconstruction?
a.  Uniformitarianism/Realism:  All proto-languages have irregularities 


just like contemporary languages.

b.  Simplicity/Phonetic Plausibility:  All irregularities arise by change from 



perfect sub-systems without irregularities.

4.  What cased the alternation between was and were?  (Check two):

_____  Rhoticism (WGmc *z > r)
_____  De-rhoticization (WGmc *r > z)
_____  Rota-rooter-ization (WGmc drain tile > plastic drain pipe) 
_____  secondary development of Verner’s Law

_____  secondary development of Grimm’s Law

_____  secondary development of Plumber’s Law
B.  Commentary on Chapter 7 Part I (Ppt)
1.  Match the languages with the appropriate language type.
a.  English and Chinese

_____ isolating languages

b.  Tagalog and Turkish

_____ agglutinating languages

c.  Latin and Finnish

_____ inflecting languages

2.  Match each morphological type with a common change and its outcome. (slide 8).
a.  isolating changes to 
_____ x.  agglutinating

_____ phonological reduction

b.  agglutinating changes to
_____ y.  inflectional

_____ morphological fusion

c.  inflectional changes to 
_____ z.  isolating

_____ morphological reduction

Short-Answer (next six)
3.  Name six word-order types, and circle the one once thought to not exist. 

4.  Demonstrate how two regular phonological changes produced morphologically conditioned ablaut (-u- and -i-) in Melanau.  (slides 18-19)

5.  Explain how Preposition Incorporation works.  (slides 23-34)

6.  Name the language type that employs Incorporation, taking agglutination to the outer limits. 
C.  Commentary on Chapter 7 Part II (continue short-answers)
1.  Explain what is meant by the term morphosyntactic alignment. 
2.  Demonstrate in theory how an accusative language can change into an ergative language as the result of change (e.g. morphological reduction; but the same could also happen by a succession of phonological reductions).  The following hypothetical data represents a hyper-inflected pre-language, with S, A and O each receiving a different inflection.  Show how the pre-language can change into an ergative language by loss of certain affixes, and into an accusative language by loss of a different set of affixes. (slides xz-xz)
Pre-Ug-ug
           
S-ut ran.
S ran.
S ran.

A-al threw O-ip
A threw O-ip. (loss of –al, -ut)
A-al threw O. (loss of –ip, -ut)
matching:

3. Match the word order type with the language

a.  PIE

_____ SOV main clauses, SOV subordinate clauses

b.  English

_____ SVO main clauses, SVO subordinate clauses 
c.  German

_____ SVO main clauses, SOV subordinate clauses

4.  Match the word orders below to coincide with the most likely historical sequence of changes in the history of the Germanic languages.
a.  PIE

_____ SOV main clauses, SOV subordinate clauses

b.  German

_____ SVO main clauses, SOV subordinate clauses

c.  English

_____ SVO main clauses, SVO subordinate clauses 

D.  Commentary on Chapter 7 Part III (Ppt)
1.  Match the items that exemplify the appropriate grammaticalization process:

a.  lexical items become
_____ function words

b.  function words become
_____ clitics
c.  clitics become
_____ affixes

d.  affixes become
_____ zero (replaced by function words)
Short answer (next 4 items)

2.  Why is contraction of going to possible in “I’m gonna eat out” but not in “I’m gonna the store.” (slide 9)
3.  Name three mechanisms of grammatical change:  (think RAD:  Reanalysis, Analogy, Diffusion)
4.  Reanalysis:  In semantic terms, explain how PMP past infix *-in- became Melanau passive infix -i-.  (Note:  make sure your semantic analysis is distinguished from the phonological account asked for in a previous question.)
5.  Diffusion is another word for ________________ 
6.  Semantic and lexical change.  Match each category of change with its definition.
a.  Semantic change
_____ A word’s sound remains constant while the meaning 


changes.
b.  Lexical change
_____ A new sound/meaning unit is added or lost.
7.  Match the type of semantic change with an appropriate example.
a.  Broadening
_____ *dogge ‘specific breed of dog’> dog ‘generic dog’
b.  Narrowing
_____ *hund ‘generic dog’ > hound ‘hunting dog’
c.  Split (Bifurcation)
_____ *artillary ‘catapult’  > artillary ‘cannon’
d.  Shift 
_____ *silly ‘blessed’ > silly ‘silly’
8.  Match the mechanism of semantic change with the appropriate example.

a. Metaphor 
_____ pig ‘pig’ > pig ‘sloppy person’; *insult ‘assault’ > insult ‘insult’

b. Euphemism
_____ *native ‘native’ > First Nation ‘native’ (Canada) 

c. Hyperbole 
_____ absolutely ‘without limit’ > absolutely ‘yes’

d. Interference 
_____ *gay  person ‘1. happy 2. homosexual’ > gay person  


‘homosexual’ (American English)
Short Answer:  next four items:

9.  Name nine ways a new word can enter a language, and give an example of each.  (Ans:  ABCD 1341, slide xz)
10.  Explain what happened.  In recent years the word pimping has entered the colloquial vocabulary to refer to “nice” or “expensive-looking” referring to clothing and other material goods (e.g. a pimping sweater).  MSMBC commentator David Schuster was suspended by the network for saying “The Clintons have started pimping out Chelsea for Hillary’s campaign.”  Did Schuster get busted for no good reason linguistically speaking?  Or did he use the word pimping inappropriately in the linguistic sense, i.e. in a way that demonstrated his total ignorance of the actual use of the word pimping by black people and hip teens and college students?
E.  Last Ppt:  Overview of Crowley Chaps 8-13 

1.  What does the “Blust-Ross Hypothesis” state?  (Check one)

_____  A migrating population tends to be linguistically more innovative than the homeland population.

_____  A migrating population tends to be linguistically more conservative than the homeland population.

2.  Which of the two counting methods is the only one accepted by 99% of historical linguists as the basis of a subgrouping hypothesis?

_____  The number of shared cognates

_____  The number of shared innovations

4. Which of the following are famous examples of wave-like changes that pose a challenge to tree-theoretically defined subgrouping hypotheses?  Check each blank that applies.
_____ distribution fricatives and stops (ik vs. ich) in the north Rhineland (Rhenish Fan)
_____ distribution of uvular ʁ in Europe

_____ distribution of retroflection in India

_____ distribution of *p,*t,*k > f, θ, x in PGmc (Grimm’s Law)

_____ distribution of *s > z in West Germanic (part of Verner’s Law)
4.  Why is it that American place names so often defy English phonotactics?  (e.g. Susquehanna River, Seneca Rocks, Snoqualmie Pass) (Click here for 24-hour camera update showing traffic/weather conditions at Snoqualmie Pass on I-90 in Washington State)
_____ substrate influence from all-but-vanished native American languages

_____ subspace anomaly from cartographers inventing new scientific terms
5.  Match the theory with its description.
a.  wave theory
_____ theory of diffusion of linguistic changes in space
b.  tree theory
_____ theory of divergence of languages over time
6.  Does the fact that Dalat and Kanowit both have a rule *k > Ɂ/__# mean they belong to the same lower-order subgroup of the Melanau group of languages?

_____  Yes

_____  No

_____  need more evidence than just one identical rule

7.  Supposing we found a Melanau dialect X with a rule identical to Dalat’s *a > i /___[+velar]#.  Would the similarity be stronger or weaker than *k>ʔ as evidence that dialect X belongs in a lower-order subgroup with Dalat?  Explain your answer in 25 words or less.
______ stronger

______ weaker

8.  Name the linguist and the law that so inspired the “Junggrammatiker” (Neogrammarians) Brugmann and Leskien.  

Linguist _______________   Law _____________________  
9.  The Neogrammarian Hypothesis is also sometimes called:
_____ the regularity hypothesis (RH)
_____ the exceptionless hypothesis (EH)
_____ both
_____ neither

10.  When historical linguists bother to distinguish “regularity” and “exceptionless regularity”, which version is specifically associated with the Neogrammarians, often disparagingly?

_____ RH

_____ EH

11.  Short answer (25 words or less):  Why does Crowley criticize Blust’s reconstruction of the PMP word for ‘iron’?

12.  What is the age-area hypothesis and how does it differ from the Blust-Ross Hypothesis.  (25 words or less)

