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Course Website: http://oak.cats.ohiou.edu/~jokisch/latinamericageography.htm

Latin America means many contradictory things in the United States. To many, Latin America is a problem: drugs, terrorism, immigrants, and environmental degradation. To others, Latin America is an economic opportunity. For the more enlightened, Latin America is a fascinating, although enigmatic, neighbor. To an increasing number of North Americans, Latin America is their birthplace, or, location of their ancestral home. The United States’ attention to Latin America has ebbed and flowed, but through trade (NAFTA, oil development, sweatshops), migration, natural phenomena (El Niño), and global environmental change, Latin America is part of our daily lives, whether we realize it or not. Learning more about Latin America can be justified because of its importance to our lives, or simply because Latin America and its occupants are important in their own right.   


This class is designed to learn more about Latin America by using geography and approaches taken by geographers. Most of the class will be thematic; we will begin the class by examining bio-physical systems and human modification of the landscape. We will then examine a series of contemporary environment and development issues that emerged in the latter half of the 20th Century. Specifically we will examine trends in population/migration, agricultural change, globalization, and ecotourism in the context of Latin America’s position in the global economy. 
Expectations: The class will be a combination of lecture and discussion. Everyone is required to come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings. We will watch a few videos that complement the readings. Participation is expected and encouraged. Graduate students will meet separately on multiple occasions during the quarter to discuss assigned readings.     
Exams: There will be two exams. The exams will be short answer, maps, and essay. The final is not cumulative. The date of the midterm will be announced at least one week in advance. Graduate students will receive more challenging essay questions and there may be a take-home portion to the exam. There will also be a map quiz given during the third week of the class. The final will be given at the assigned time—Thursday, November 18 at 2:30 pm. Do not plan to travel prior to the time of the exam. 
Writing assignments: Undergraduates will write one paper of approximately 8-10 pages (text). Graduate student papers will be between approximately 12-14 pages. Paper topics must be approved by me and the final paper must be turned in no later than Monday, November 15 at Noon. Note that late papers will be deducted one third of a letter grade for every day it is late. (An A- becomes a B+ etc.) 

Graduate students must also complete an annotated bibliography on the readings that have an asterisk*. The expectations of the annotated bibliography will be discussed in class and on a hand-out. Graduate students must receive at least a 45 on the map quiz or must re-take the quiz until a 45 is achieved. 

Grading

	Undergraduates 335
	

	 Basis for Grading:
	Points

	Exams
(2 exams)
	2 x 100 = 200

	Paper
	100

	Map Quiz
	50



	Total
	350


	Graduate Students 535
	

	Basis for Grading:
	Points

	Exams
(2 exams)
	2 x 100 = 200

	Paper
	100

	Annotated Bibliography


	75

	Participation
	75

	Total
	450


94%--100%
 A

88%--89%
 B+

78%--79%
 C+

68%--69%     D+

90%--93%
 A-

84%--87%
 B

74%--77%
 C

64%--67%      D





80%--83%
 B-

70%--73%
 C-

60%--63%      D-

Don’t Cheat: University rules are in effect concerning cheating, plagiarism, or any other form of academic dishonesty. Cheating on exams or a paper will result in an F for the assignment and you will be referred to University Judiciaries for further disciplinary action. You must be the author of the research paper and you must site other works appropriately. Plagiarized papers or annotated bibliographies will not be accepted and you will be disciplined according to university policy.   

Attendance Policy: Students are expected to attend class. If you miss more than two or three classes, your participation grade will suffer.  
Required Text: Vandermeer, John, Perfecto, Ivette 1995 Breakfast of Biodiversity, Institute for Food and 
Development Policy, US.  

Other Readings: Most of the readings for the course are available on-line, which can be accessed through the Alice system. Those that are not available on-line will be put on reserve at the library or distributed in class. I may substitute articles and/or add one or two articles as the quarter progresses. I will announce any changes in class and you have at least one week to do the assigned readings. 

Topics and Schedule:  Note that the schedule below is tentative. I will announce each day in class what you need to read for the upcoming week. 

Week #1:  What is Latin America and what is Geography? Latin America as a region 
Week #2: Physical Geography and El Niño  Movie: Columbian Exchange
Week #3: Pre-Columbian Agricultural Systems, Conquest and the Columbian Exchange. Map Quiz. 
Week #4:  Latin America’s place in the Global Economy: the emergence of Environment and Development issues in 
  the latter half of the 20th Century. 

Week #5:   EXAM #1  [the exact date will be announced in class]
Week #6: Latin America’s place in the Global Economy







Week #7: Population, Migration, and Urban Growth


Week #8: Agriculture, the Environment and Development Efforts 

Week #9: Environment and Development 
Week # 10: Environment and Development Continued  
Final Exam: Thursday, November 18 at 2:30 pm in Clippinger 119
Articles for Geography 335/535 

List #1
Blanchard-Boehm, R. Denise 2004 “Natural Hazards in Latin America: Tectonic Forces and Storm Fury”, The Social Studies, 
May/June.  On-line at the journal. 
*Boyce, James K. 2004 “Green and Brown? Globalization and the Environment”, Oxford Review of Economic Policy 20(1):105-
128. On-line at the journal.
Bray, David, Plaza Sánchez, Jose Juís, Contreras Murphy, Ellen 2002 “Social Dimensions of Organic Coffee Production in 
Mexico: Lessons for Eco-Labeling Initiatives, Society and Natural Resources, 15:429-446. On-line at the journal.
Carney, Judith, Voeks, Robert 2003 “Landscape legacies of the African diaspora in Brazil”, Progress in Human Geography 
27(2):139-152. On-line at the journal.
*Denevan, William 1992 “The Pristine Myth: The Landscape of the Americas in 1492” Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers 82 (3): 369-385. On-line at the journal.
Hellin, Jon, Higman, Sophie 2003 “Green Gold: Ecuador’s banana producers”, pp. 10-34 in Feeding the Market: South American 
Farmers, Trade and Globalization, Kumarian Press, Bloomfield, CT.  On-line at the journal.. 
Itzigsohn, Jose, Cabral, Carlos Dore, Medina, Esther Hernández, Vázquez, Obed 1999 “Mapping Dominican transnationalism: 
narrow and broad transnational practices” Ethnic and Racial Studies 22(2): 316-339.  On-line at the journal.
Jackson, Cecile 1993 “Doing what comes Naturally? Women and Environment in Development”, World Development 
21(12):1947-1963. On-line at the journal..
Orozco, Manuel 2002 “Globalization and Migration: The Impact of Family Remittances in Latin America” Latin American 
Politics and Society 44(2):41-66. On-line at the journal.
Pellegrino, Adela 2000 “Trends in International Migration in Latin America and the Caribbean” pp. 395-408 in International 
Social Science Journal, Vol. 165, September. On reserve at the library. 
*Rocheleau, Dianne, Ross, Laurie, Morrobel, Julio 1996 “From Forest Gardens to Tree Farms”, pp. 224-250 in Feminist Political 
Ecology: Global Issues and local experiences, Rocheleau, Thomas-Slayter, Wangari eds. Routledge, London and New 
York.  On reserve at the library. 
Articles for Geography 535   List #2 
Bebbington, Anthony 1993 “Modernization from Below: An Alternative Indigenous Development”, Economic Geography 69(3): 
274-292.  On-line at the journal. 
Conklin, Beth, Graham, Laura 1995 “The Shifting Middle Ground: Amazonian Indians and Eco-Politics”, American 
Anthropologist 97(4):695-710. On reserve. 
Fearnside, Philip 2003 “Conservation Policy in Brazilian Amazonia: Understanding the Dilemmas”, World Development, 31(5): 
757-779.  On-line at the journal. 
Gwynne, Robert N., Kay, Cristóbal 2004 “Latin America transformed: changing paradigms, debates and alternatives”, intro in 
forthcoming in the second edition of Latin America Transformed: Globalization and Modernity, Gwynne and Kay eds., 
Arnold.  NOTE: This book should arrive by 
week three of the class and the chapter will be placed on reserve at that time. 

Murray, Warwick 2004 “Natural Resources, the Global Economy, and Sustainability”, forthcoming in the second edition of Latin 
America Transformed: Globalization and Modernity, Gwynne and Kay eds., Arnold.  NOTE: This book should arrive by 
week three of the class and the chapter will be placed on reserve at that time. 

Orlove, Benjamin 1993 “Putting Race in Its Place: Order in Colonial and Postcolonial Peruvian Geography”, Social 
Research, 60 
(2, Summer): 301-336.  On-line at the journal.
Wisner, Ben 2001 “Risk and the Neoliberal State: Why Post-Mitch Lessons Didn’t Reduce El Salvador’s Earthquake Losses”, 
Disasters 25(3):251-268.   On-line at the journal.
Ecotourism: Everyone will read one of the articles below. Group discussion.  All three are available on-line at the journal. 
Lindberg, Kreg 1996 “Ecotourism Questioned: Case Studies from Belize” Annals of Tourism Research 23(3):543-562. 

Stonich, Susan “Political Ecology of Tourism”, Annals of Tourism Research 25(1):25-54. 

Young, Emily 1999 “Balancing Conservation with Development in Small-Scale Fisheries: Is Ecotourism an Empty Promise?”, 
Human Ecology, 27(4):581-620. 
