President’s Advisory Council for Sustainability Planning

February 14, 2011

Present: Jessica Bilecki, Geoff Buckley, Jill Carlson, Sujit Chemburkar, Beth Clodfelter, Lynnette Clouse, Ed Newman, Michele Morrone, Wendy Parker, Erin Sykes, Harry Wyatt
Absent: Erin Dame, Mike Gebeke, Chris Knisely, Matt Rapposelli, Steve Scanlan, Ben Stuart

Minutes: Mary Leciejewski

· Housekeeping
· Sustainability Plan will be available on website for those with “ohio.edu” e-mail at beginning of next week
· Rating Exercise Results
· Benchmark ratings were sorted by the categories of cost, ease, and impact
· Of the six rating sheets submitted, results are relatively compatible 
· Most disparities occurred for the benchmarks that fell in the middle for each category 
· Since the majority of council members present did not submit the rating exercise, time was taken for individuals filled out the benchmark worksheet 
· Update on Vetting Process
· General strategy for presentations at upcoming vetting meetings 


· Focus on process of Sustainability Council
· Do not get bogged down by discussion of specific strategies

· Send sustainability plan to groups after presentation

· Set up method to comment online 

· Feedback on PowerPoint presentation

· Positive to explain difference between Climate Action Plan and Sustainability Plan

· Explain that it was a conscious choice to first focus on Sustainability Plan

· Climate Action Plan is a subset of Sustainability Plan

· Michelle will look back through minutes to explain more about Climate Action Plan

· If heating plant is brought up in meeting, refer group to Sustainability Plan
· Added slide about “charge and philosophy” of group

· Added “comment” slide

· Deadline for online comments is March 31, 2011

· Online comments will require identification as student, faculty, or staff

· “Working Groups” slide

· Modeled after sustainability plans of other universities

· Co-chaired by one member of Sustainability Council and one expert from outside group

· Goals, Objectives, and Benchmarks

· Explain how we define goals verses objectives 

· Benchmarks can respond to multiple goals and objectives

· Explain how we have prioritized benchmarks, but do not share ratings
· Add last slide “Next Steps”

· Include plan to “gather wide public input”

· Addressing questions about cost

· Discuss how some initiatives are budget savings as well as mandates

· Highlight reasons behind Sustainability Plan

· Right thing to do

· Makes university more competitive

· Document is a guide for sustainability

· Provides people with grounding for implementing initiatives 

· Identifies and creates synergy

· Note that plan has already contributed to action

· Be sure to tie in website into PowerPoint

· Recommendation to sit down with committee leaders before larger meetings to ask their feedback on how meeting will go

· Next Steps
· Michelle will rework ratings and PowerPoint slides 
· Next Sustainability Council Meeting will be held during week of Spring Beak
· Erin and Michelle will work on the comments left from Sonia about benchmarks
· Vetting Meetings will be added to Sustainability Group members’ calendars
·  Adjourned

