President’s Advisory Council for Sustainability Planning

November 4, 2010

Present: Jessica Bilecki, Geoff Buckley, Jill Carlson, Sujit Chemburkar, Lynnette Clouse, Michele Morrone, Matt Rapposelli, Steve Scanlan, Ben Stuart, Harry Wyatt
Absent: Erin Dame, Sonia Marcus, Ed Newman, Wendy Parker
Notes: Kim Criner

· Housekeeping
· Jill, Sujit and Steve are available to work on the draft plan over the break. 
· EEC is meeting on 11/15.  Steve will report back on reception to role of monitor. 

· Recap of the SCUP conference where Harry, Sonia and Shawna Bolin presented on the Sustainability Council’s process.
· Good feedback was given. 

· Impressions that many are using sustainability as a buzz word; ready to get on the bandwagon, but not make a meaningful efforts to move beyond the hype.  
· Working Groups: Benchmarks & Metrics I
· Academics working group presented their draft benchmarks and strategies.  Feedback was given.
· Their first strategy is to find benchmarks in order to know where to go. 

· Dining working group presented their draft benchmarks and strategies.  Feedback was given.
· Retaining control of food service, not franchising, is a strategy for maintaining sustainable standards.

· Smaller portions have had better results than trayless at OU.  

· Guidelines for concessions could be included in big specs.

· A meeting with the Health Department will discuss guidelines for donating food.  Special equipment can be purchased to increase use of food safely.

· Procurement working group presented their draft benchmarks and strategies.  Feedback was given.
· Created own category for reducing consumption, which was not explicit in STARS.
· Electronic catalogs will favor green products for departments.

· Need to figure out where we are now in terms of computer purchasing, green cleaning, and more in order to set achievable goals.

· STARS does not specify a threshold of recycled content, maybe we can do better than this, nothing less than 30% post-consumer, for example.

· Vendor code on conduct might fit into social justice, example being no athletic gear from sweat shops.

· STARS category for underutilized business does not seem to fit into our plan, more opportunity oriented.

· Where does appliance purchasing and double-sided printing fit in (purchasing copiers that are equipped for)?

· Working Groups: Benchmarks & Metrics II

· Low & No Cost Energy Conservation working group presented their draft benchmarks and strategies.  Feedback was given.  

· Group feels they need input from someone who can speak to processes and labor for replacing fixtures, not just light bulbs, for example.  Attaching target years will make more sense with advice on this. 

· Reducing intensity according to House Bill 251. 

· Idea to concentrate activity in a few buildings at night, shut others down.

· LEED Silver requirements will cover major renovations, but what about small projects under $1 million.  How applicable is it and will money stretch?

· Buildings & Grounds working group presented their draft benchmarks and strategies.  Feedback was given.

· Will need to be creative in order to display initiative without signage or video.  Tours could be time-consuming.

· 500 miles for local products according to LEED vs. 250 by STARS.  

· Efforts can be combined on small projects, recycling carpet from several, for example.

· How do we address building on a floodplain?

· Working group is in need of diverse input and participation.  Remaining members are all from Design & Construction, Grounds.

· Next Steps

· Energy Infrastructure, Investment and Transportation groups still need to meet and/or submit benchmarks and strategies

· Drafts from all should be completed by November 18 meeting.

· Meeting Adjourned.
