THE CONSITUTION OF 

THE MALAYSIAN STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
OHIO UNIVERSITY
ATHENS, OHIO
ARTICLE I: NAME

The name if the association shall be “The Malaysian Students Association  (MASA)” (in English) or “Persatuan Pelajar Malaysia (PPM)” (in Malay); it is hereafter referred to as The Association. This being the association students at the Ohio University hereafter referred as The University. 

ARTICLE II: ADDRESS
The address of the Association shall be the postal address of the President of the Association of that of the International Students Office which is: Malaysian Students Association, International Students Office, Scott Quad, Ohio University, Athens, OH 45701.

ARTICLE III: PURPOSE
The Association was established for the following purpose:

1. To care the welfare of the Malaysian students at Ohio University and to serve as an effective lobbying group for the Malaysian students need and interest within the University;

2. To encourage the growth and practice of Malaysian values and norms amongst members as engaged under the principles of ‘Rukun Negara’;

3. To provide a forum for the exchange of ideas amongst members of The Association, as well as between the members of the other association at the University and between the members of the Association and the local community at large;

4. To provide and promote educational, secial and cultural activities for the members of the Association;

5. To promote solidarity amongst members of the Association;

6. To cooperate with other organizations at the university to further the above objectives, as well as any other aims and objectives pertaining to the interest of the Association and its members;

7. To provide aid and advice on personal problems;

8. To act as an intermediary between the members if The Association and the PEMAU (Persatuan Pelajar-Pelajar Malaysia di Amerika Utara) (in Malay) or (The Association of Malaysian Students in North America) (in English) and with Malaysian Students Department in Washington D.C.

ARTICLE IV: MEMBERSHIP

1. Membership is open to all students, alumnus, and faculty members of the University. Associate membership is open to all Malaysian students in the vicinity of Athens, Ohio.

2. All Malaysian and their spouse at the University are automatically members of the Association regardless of whether any fees were paid or not. 

3. All members are eligible to participate in all activities and functions of the Association, and all members and associate members shall have the voting privileges.

4. All members are responsible for the payment of annual subscriptions.

ARTICLE V: ELECTED OFFICERS

1. All elected office bearers in the Association shall be Malaysian citizens.

2. All members who shall be in Athens for at least one academic year shall be eligible to hold any one and only one elected office in The Association.

3. The officers of the Association shall comprise the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer, making a total of four (4) elected members.

4. All elected officers shall serve a term of one year, unless pursuant upon the provision in ARTICLE VII-4 or upon his/her resignation. No person shall serve more than two (2) consecutive terms in the same office.

5. The President shall preside at all meetings with exception of the provision in ARTICLE V-6 and expecting the Annual General Meeting. He/she shall be the official representative and spokesperson for the Association.

6. In the absence of the President, his/her incapacitation, expect the Annual General Meeting, the Vice President shall assume the duties and responsibilities of the President.

7. The Secretary shall be responsible for keeping all records and minutes of all the meetings of the Association. The Secretary is entrusted with the secretarial function of the Association.

8. The Treasurer shall be responsible for the handling of funds of the Association in accordance with normal and accepted financial procedure.

9. The Current Affairs Secretary shall be responsible for the dissemination of information both outside and within the Association. He/she shall also serve as the Public Relation Officer for the Association. 

10. In the absence of both the President and Vice President, the Secretary shall convene a meeting of the remaining Executive Committee to determine an Acting President amongst the members.

11. In the event of nay office, except that of the President falling vacant during the year, it shall be filled by a member of the Association proposed by the President and approved by the Executive Committee.

12. The Tun Razak Chair Holder or any visiting scholar from Malaysia may be an Honorary Advisor to the Association of Malaysian Students at the elected officers of the Association.

13. Any former elected officers of the Malaysian Students Association may be invited to be the advisor to the Association at the discretion of the elected officers.

14. Elected officers of the Malaysian Students Association shall have the authority to form any sub-committee as deemed necessary. The elected officers of the Malaysian Students Association collectively shall be held responsible for any all actions taken by the above-mentioned sub-committees.

ARTICLE VI: ADVISOR

1. The total of not more then two (2) faculty members may be invited by the Executive Committee to serve as advisor to the Association.

ARTICLE VII: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (EXCO)

1. The Executive Committee of the Association shall comprise of the elected officers of the Association.

2. The Executive Committee may create or appoint other officers or committees a deemed necessary.

3. The Executive Committee shall be in charge of the property of the Association, conduct the Association’s business affairs, and administer its’ program. It may appoint or dissolve standing committee as the need arises.

4. Any Executive Committee member who is absent for two (2) consecutive meetings, or over one-third(1/3) of the total meetings in one (1) quarter without prior or justifiable excuse shall be removed from the committee.

ARTICLE VIII: MEETING

    A. Annual General Meeting (AGM)

1. The Annual General meeting shall be the supreme decision-making body of the    Association.

2. The Annual General Meeting shall be held during the Winter Quarter of each academic year at such time and place as determined by the Executive Committee.

3. At least twenty-one day (21) before the Annual General Meeting, the Executive Committee shall meet to prepare and adopt the President’s Report, the Secretary’s Report and the Treasurer’s Report and Statement of Accounts.

4. At the Annual General Meeting, the following annual general report shall be presented:

i. Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting

ii. The President’s Report

iii. The Secretary’s Report

iv. The Treasurer’s Report

5. The Secretary shall distribute all reports and proposals fourteen (14) days before the Annual General Meeting.

6. The Executive Committee shall notify all members of the time, the place and agenda of the Annual General Meeting fourteen (14) days in advance.

7. Additional Agenda may be tabled at the Annual General Meeting but must he adopted by a simple majority of the members in advance.

B. Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM)

1. An Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) may be called by the EXCO when so ever the committee deems it necessary.

2. In the event of the resignation of the entire EXCO, the report of the President, the Secretary, and the Treasurer, encompassing the period in which they held office are to be presented to the General Assembly of members at an Extraordinary General Meeting, which is to be called, in this event. If the quorum of this Extraordinary General Meeting is insufficient (or as outlined in ARTICLE VII-D), the EXCO shall be obliged after a reasonable tine to call for a second Extraordinary General Meeting; this second meeting is not subjected to the Quorum requirement. At this meeting, if it be restated, or at the first meeting otherwise, the EXCP may tender its resignation.

3. An EGM may also be called upon submission of written application of the EXCO signed by at least two-third (2/3) of the members.

C. Other Meetings

The frequency, timing and such like of other meetings are to be determined by the EXCO or committee delegated by the EXCO as they deem fit.

D. Quorum

1. A minimum of two-third (2/3) of registered members, or twice the number of committee members, whichever is the less present at any General Meeting shall be required in order to constitute a quorum.

2. The presence of more than half (1/2) of the officers of the EXCO shall be required in order to continue a quorum for the Executive Committee meeting.

ARTICLE IX: FINANCE

1. The Treasurer shall handle the finances of the Association in accordance with normal and accepted financial procedure. 

2. The income of the Association shall be form the following sources:

i. Members, in the form of membership dues and/or donations;

ii. Subsidies from the University;

iii. Donations from legal sources;

iv. Fund raising activities;

v. Other grants from legal sources.

3. The membership subscription shall be US$10.00 per annum.

4. All subsidies made by the University to the Association shall go to the general funds of the Association.

5. The Treasurer shall prepare a Statement of Accounts at the end of the year and the statement shall be audited by the Auditors of the Association before being presented at the Annual General Meeting.

ARTICLE X: AUDITORS 

1. Two (2) auditors shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting. They shall hold affice for one (1) year.

2. They must not be members of the EXCO.

3. They shall be responsible for auditing the Treasurer’s Statement of Accounts once in the middle and once at the end of the financial year.

ARTICLE XI: ELECTIONS

1. Elections of the EXCO shall be held during the Annual General Meeting in Winter Quarter.

2. Elections shall be decided by secret ballot and the result shall be announced at the same meeting.

3. Only those present at the Annual General Meeting shall be entitled to be elected into the EXCO.

4. A member who, through a proxy, indicated his willingness to be elected into the committee shall be entitled to be considered.

5. All proxies shall be submitted in writing. 

6. A member who wishes to vote by proxy shall be entitled to do so upon the submission of a written and signed proxy indicating either his choice of candidates or the person who is entitled to make the choice for him/her. 

ARTICLE XII: AMENDMENTS

1. Proposed amendments to the Constitution must be submitted to the EXCO in writing two (2) weeks prior to any General Meeting of the Association.

2. The Executive Committee shall circulate the proposed amendments in their original forms article portion therefore to be amended at the Annual General Meeting.

3. Adoption of the amendments shall be simple majority vote by the members in attendance.

ARTICLE XIII: BYLAWS

1. A bylaw may be introduced by any member

2. The proposed bylaw must be submitted in writing to the Executive Committee.

3. The EXCO must present the proposed bylaw to members at the next meeting of the Association.

4. Amendments to the bylaws must follow the same procedure as that for the instruction of a new bylaw.

ARTICLE XIV: DISSOLUTION

1. The Association may be dissolved only:

i. By the unanimous decision of the voting members;

ii. Upon order by the University authorities subject to that order being contended to by the EXCO holding office at time of the order.

2. Upon decision for dissolution, the President, the Secretary, and the Treasurer shall present their closing report to the Annual General Meeting.

3. All assets and liabilities shall be dispersed off according to the decision of the members at the Annual General Meeting. 

