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Election Rules*
2011-2012 Academic Year

Candidates and Parties

All applications must be received by 5:00pm on Tuesday, May 3rd, 2011.  

Campaigning is prohibited until Thursday, May 5th, 2011.
The election will be held on Wednesday, May 18th and Thursday, May 19th, 2011.

The campaigning time frame is May 5th, 2011 through May 19th, 2011.

Winners will be sworn in at the last GSS meeting of spring quarter.
Minimum eligibility to be a candidate shall be determined by Article IV of the GSS Constitution, as well as by the following: 
Current and official graduate students at Ohio University-Athens are eligible to run for election.  
Current and official undergraduate students at Ohio University-Athens are eligible to run for election if proof is made to the GSS Board of Elections before May 5th of their expected status as a graduate student at Ohio University-Athens by the following fall quarter.  College Senator candidates must be enrolled in the college that they are a candidate for by the next fall quarter.
Individuals shall not seek candidacy for more than one position per election.
Candidates for election shall be President, Vice President for Committees and Legislative Affairs, Vice President for Communications, Vice President for Administration and Finance, College of Arts and Sciences Senator, College of Business Senator, College of Communications Senator, College of Education Senator, Russ College of Engineering and Technology Senator, College of Fine Arts Senator, Center for International Studies Senator, and Individual Interdisciplinary Program Senator.
Election results shall be available to the general public within 24 hours after the close of the voting time frame of the election.
Candidates for the election shall submit candidate applications 5:00pm on Tuesday, May 3rd, 2011.
Candidates may run as a party in the election. A party must consist of more than one candidate. In order for the party name to appear on the ballot, a party affiliation form must be submitted and the directions on the form must be abided by.

Parties have the option of registering to become an official student organization, but are not required to do so.
The GSS Board of Elections will conduct the GSS election. The Chair of the Board is John Hummell. He can be reached at jh399610@ohio.edu. The Vice Chair of the Board is Keaunna Cleveland. She can be reached at kc245603@ohio.edu. 
The Board of Elections shall conduct the election as required by the Constitution of GSS and Bylaws.

The Board of Elections interprets campaign rules and regulations.

The Board of Elections shall make available petitions for candidacy, enforce Bylaws relevant to GSS elections, uphold the Constitution, determine sanctions for violations of the Bylaws and the Constitution, ensure compliance with university policies and procedures and the Student Code of Conduct, conduct hearings for violations and refer violators when appropriate to Judiciaries, report to GSS after each election, publicize the election, and do whatever is necessary and proper under the Bylaws and Constitution to ensure fair elections.

Campaigning is only permitted between May 5th, 2011 and May 19th, 2011.  Campaigning is prohibited before this time frame; which includes the use of posters, flyers, television and radio commercials, or other 
non-personal methods of campaigning, which involve the expenditure of campaign funds and which names one or more candidate for office. This section shall not be interpreted as a prohibition against fundraising for a party or independent candidate. Parties, independent candidates, or other entities may solicit student membership through the use of posters, flyers, television or radio commercials, or other non-personal methods of campaigning provided that such methods do not name a political party, candidate, campaign issues, or reasons for supporting a candidate or party.
The following campaign practices are permitted during the official campaigning time frame: parties, candidates, independent candidates, and other individuals and entities may post flyers, posters, air television or radio commercials, and use other methods of campaigning and communication which have the express purpose of affecting the outcome of an election or soliciting votes or support for a candidate or party only during the official campaigning time period.
Parties, candidates, independent candidates, student organizations, individuals, faculty, university officers, community organizations, and other individuals and entities are prohibited from engaging in the solicitation of a vote or support, regardless of whether it is for a particular candidate or party, in return for which compensation, financial or otherwise, is granted, promised, suggested, or implied. Compensation shall be considered any item, whose fair market value is in excess of $2.00 in United States currency. Actual currency may not be given out at any time. The Board of Elections shall make all determinations of the value of said items. Parties, candidates or other entities shall submit all records of purchase or any other information if requested by the Board of Elections within 24 hours of notification of such a request. The Board of Elections may provide an item with a value of $1.00 or less to a student who votes so long as the item does not benefit a particular group or constituency. A violation of campaign rules in the Bylaws may be sufficient basis for declaring an election or race invalid.
Significant negative campaigning is prohibited, of which shall be interpreted and enforced by the Board.
Violations of any U.S., Ohio, or local laws, or violations of the Student Code of Conduct or any other Ohio University policy, procedure, rule, or regulation are prohibited.

The method of voting is electronic voting. 
The option of running for a position as a write-in candidate will be offered.
There shall be an appeals process for candidates or parties that consist of a committee of GSS Senators called the Appeals Board that are not candidates or active supporters of a candidate or party.

(i). A party, candidate, or independent candidate may appeal any decision of the Board of Elections in writing to the President of GSS and Board of Elections.

(ii) The appeal must be received within five calendar days of notification of the Board of Election’s decision.

(iii) Individual candidates must submit separate appeals to the President of GSS and Board of Elections, and parties may not submit an appeal on behalf of an independent candidate.

(iv) Upon receipt of an appeal of a decision of the Board of Elections, the GSS President shall convene the Appeals Board to coordinate decisions and actions relating to the appeal.  

*The official election rules, policies, and regulations of the GSS election are available in the GSS Bylaws on the GSS website at http://www.ohio.edu/gss. The above election rules are interpreted from the Bylaws and Constitution. Further rules, policies, and regulations of the GSS election are interpreted and enforced by the GSS Board of Elections.
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