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Graduate Student Senate General Body Meeting



Date: October 24, 2005
Call to order by President Mark Mecum: 7:10 pm
Roll call by Secretary Katie Nutter:

Members present: Barbato, Blissett, Dotson, Hale, Hancock, Hartz, Harwood, Hylton, Im, Isherwood, Kamat, Kang, King, Kirby, Koch (Chris), Kohlrieser, Kozak, Mecum, Miller, Nutter, Pariano, Rathore, Robison, Rossi, Siegrist, Siff, Stewart, Szydlowski, Tamanini, Tarter, Tilton, Vadlamani, Wagner, Weiss, Wolfe.

Approval of previous minutes as read.
Student Speakout

Tom Materka: OU alumni and recently accepted to OU graduate studies. Said that his research reveals 30 thesis/dissertations in the Mechanical Engineering Department include plagiarism. This has implications for the credibility of the University and the value of a graduate degree. Tom asked that GSS take action. He gave material to Mark, so if you are interested in preparing a resolution, email Mark to request that information. 
Presentations

Provost Kathy Krendl discussed an overview of Vision Ohio and the importance of the plan to graduate students. Vision Ohio’s main goal is to build national prominence for Ohio University; more information (as well as full text) is available at: http://www.ohio.edu/provost/ . A summary of her remarks follow. 

The planning process began in Nov 2004, when the task force was appointed. Drafts of the plan were submitted in June 2005; open forums and meetings were held with faculty, staff, and students Aug 05 – Oct 05. The final plan will be completed by Oct 31. 
A few changes have been made recently, including the addition of statements regarding campus safety, responsible behavior, and environmental sustainability. Language has been simplified in some areas and arts and humanities has been added as a research focus. 
Various implementation teams will be working on Vision Ohio in the coming months; graduate student input is essential in this part of the process. There are graduate student representatives on some of these teams, while open forums will be held to hear graduate student concerns in other cases. Check the Provost website for a calendar of events for each team and ways to get involved in the process. 

College strategic plans will be completed by Feb 15, and department/school plans will be finished by May 31. Vision Ohio also deals with managing enrollment (of grads and undergrads) and budget planning. 

No additions to the agenda

Officers’ Reports  

President—Mark Mecum

Grad Council: international graduate student enrollment decreased this year. The only requirement for the approval of yoked classes: that grad students do more work than undergrads.

Faculty Senate: Ohio Senate Bill 24

Social Event 2 weeks ago (Oct 12): Free pizza and fun were had by all! 

Graduate Programs Fair is tomorrow! Encourage everyone to attend, grads and undergrads. 

Student Health Insurance Informational Meeting: Nov 1, 6-8pm, Bentley 136.
Vice President for Committees and Legislative Affairs (VPCLA)—Liz Miller

Grad Programs Fair details: tables will be set up and labeled by 10:30am. The entire event will be catered and each table will be provided with sign-up and evaluation sheets. Bring your laptops if you have presentations; outlets and extension cords will be provided. 
Vice President for Administration and Finance (VPAF)—Lamar Hylton

Total in GSS account as of Oct 3: $ 3,844.11
Rollover balance and charges from last year are not included in this total, but Lamar will have updated info soon. 
Emergency SAC Funding for Programs Fair: We needed $487.50 in total for renting the hall, posters, etc. SAC provided $251.25, so the difference ($236.25) will come out of the GSS account.  

Vice President for Communications (VPC)—Natalie Pariano


Promoting Grad Programs Fair

GSS Newsletter is in progress, email Natalie w/ any suggestions or ideas. 
Advisor’s Report—Dr. Mumper
Graduate Enrollment: just to clarify about the “decrease” in enrollment. The incoming “class” of graduate students is larger than it has been in the last 2 years, but it is less than it was in 1999-2000 (because that was a large class). Much of the reduction in recent enrollment can be attributed to the loss of international students.
 
Graduate Stipend Enhancement Competition: if you make enough money as a graduate student, ignore this message. If you could use more funds, listen up! Encourage your departments/schools/colleges to compete! Write a proposal about why your area deserves $20,000 out of the total $200,000 budget for the competition. Proposals are due November 7th, and the money will be rewarded for next fall. Email Dr. Mumper and he will give you the details about how to submit your proposals.  
Committee and Commission Reports


Grant Review and Revision Committee


Chair Ryan Botts



No report. 

Budget and Finance Committee


Chair Lamar Hylton


No report. 

Policy and Procedure Committee


Chair Liz Miller



No report. 
Communications Committee


Chair Natalie Pariano


No report. 
Printing Committee


Chair Jason Hartz



No report. 
Black Affairs

Commissioner Will Tarter

Trying to start regular meetings with Will, Student Senate Black Affairs Commissioner, and a PhD student so that students have an open forum and easy access to their representatives.  

Encourages GSS members to attend Student Senate meetings (every Wed at 7pm, Walter Governance Room).  
International Affairs

Commissioner Rachael Szydlowski

Has info about international student health insurance that she will share with GSS Health Insurance Committee at its next meeting. 
LGBT Affairs Commission


Commissioner Stephanie Thompson 



No report. 

Minority/Professional Affairs

Commissioner Lamar Hylton

Introducing the commission to various organizations and offices on campus and offering help.  
Women’s Affairs Commission  


Commissioner Katie Nutter



No report. 
New business


a. Resolution 0506-06: Addition of 3 New Members


Motion: Hylton; 2nd: Tarter



Passed: unanimous

Old business—none. 
Announcements


Oct 26, Wed, 2-5pm: “Police Your Party” at the Howard Hall site. Sponsored by Off Campus Living Committee of Student Senate. Enjoy smores with members of OUPD, discuss landlord issues with the City Code Office over hot cider, or play cornhole with Athens Police Officers.

Nov 3-5: Minority Graduate Student Welcome. Email Will Tarter or Lamar Hylton for more info. 

(The following is more a record of discussion, not announcements)

Faculty Senate is considering changes to the process of filing student grievances. University Council has suggested the language be made clearer and more specific, and Faculty Senate is trying to accommodate the suggestion. Are students able to voice their concern about this topic to Faculty Senate? 

President adjourned. 

Motion: Tarter; Second: Wolfe.

