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          February 8th , 2010         (President’s approval upon Senate passage)
A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A CONTINUTED COMMITMENT TO THE GRADUATE STUDENT GENERAL FEE BUY DOWN 
1.  Whereas:     The Vision Ohio Five Year Academic Action Plan (FYAAP) states that, “Recruiting and retaining the best graduate students from around the world requires increased stipend levels and reduced student fees to make our offers comparable to those of competing institutions,” and,
2. Whereas:      The Vision Ohio Five Year Academic Action Plan further states that, “Support for graduate student research, creative activity and scholarship needs to be increased internally and externally” and,
3. Whereas:      Priority #1 of the Graduate Priorities Implementation Team’s Final Report affirms the importance of reduced general fees for graduate assistants, stating that efforts in this area are “essential to any long-term effort to improve graduate recruitment, retention and success” and
4. Whereas:
Ohio University has subsequently endeavored to increase the competitiveness of its graduate programs with a strategy of effective improvements, including increasing graduate funding through a buy-down of the general fee and,
5. Whereas:      These efforts have been reflected in significant increases in graduate student enrollment at Ohio University since 2006 and, 
6. Whereas:
Recent planning discussions have included the possibility of an increase to the general fee of up to 3.5% and, 
7. Whereas:      The majority of graduate student compensation still falls at or below the U.S Department of Health and Human Services National Poverty Guideline for single person households of $10, 830  (ten thousand eight hundred and thirty dollars) and, 
8. Whereas:       If such an increase were to be implemented, it would clearly work to undermine the progress Ohio University has made in recent years to strengthen its ability to attract and retain academically talented graduate students, therefore be it:
9. Resolved 
That the Ohio University Graduate Student Senate calls on university planners, working through the Budget Planning Council (BPC), to develop and implement a strategy to mitigate any increase to the general fee applied to graduate students, further be it,
10. Resolved     That copies of this resolution be sent to but not limited to: Ohio University President Roderick McDavis, Interim Senior Vice President for Finance and Administration Mike Angelini, Executive Vice President and Provost Pam Benoit, Dean of the Graduate College Rathindra Bose, Vice President for Student Affairs Kent Smith, Student Senate and the editorial boards of The Post and The Athens News.
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