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         November 9th, 2009       
  (President’s approval upon Senate passage)
A RESOLUTION OPPOSING REDUCTIONS TO GRADUATE APPOINTMENTS, STIPENDS AND BENEFITS FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS
1. Whereas:  
Ohio University has dedicated itself to becoming a premier graduate and research institution, and
2. Whereas;
this desire has been clearly articulated in Vision Ohio, Ohio University’s strategic plan, and 
3. Whereas;
the Ohio University Graduate Student Senate ardently supports the graduate goals outlined in Vision Ohio, and
4. Whereas;
The Graduate Priorities Implementation Team issued a report in the 2005 -2006 academic year detailing the priority initiatives for graduate education and research, and
5. Whereas; 
the Graduate Priorities Implementation Report included a list of initiatives centered around increasing affordability and financial assistance for graduate students, and
6. Whereas;
the aforementioned report directed that those initiatives commence during the 2007-2008 academic year and 

7. Whereas;
Graduate Student Senate recognizes this as a decided commitment to making graduate education more financially competitive at Ohio University, and

8. Whereas:
Ohio University is currently facing a significant financial shortfall and

9. Whereas;
Graduate Student Senate recognizes both the need to consider the long term financial stability of the institution as well as the necessity of protecting the most financially vulnerable members of the OU community in the current economic climate, and
10. Whereas;
the majority of full-time graduate students working on graduate appointments earn compensation below the poverty line and are particularly vulnerable at this challenging time, and
11. Whereas;
 the Budget Planning Council is considering appropriate responses to the aforementioned economic challenges with the stated guidance of “protecting the core academic mission of the institution,” and
12. Whereas;
 all options, including reductions in stipends and positions are still on the table, therefore be it,

13. Resolved
that the Graduate Student Senate calls on the Budget Planning Council, President McDavis and The Executive Staff to hold graduate stipends and benefits – including but not limited to graduate stipends, tuition waivers, general fee allowances, and insurance allowances – exempt in targeted budget reductions in the coming year, and further be it
14. Resolved
that the Graduate Student Senate also opposes any reductions in positions within the area Graduate Appointments – including but not limited to Teaching Assistants, Research Assistants and Graduate Assistants, and further be it 

15. Resolved
that copies of this resolution shall be sent to but not limited to the following: President Roderick McDavis, Executive Vice-President & Provost Pam Benoit, The Office of the Senior Vice-President for Finance and Administration, members of the Budget Planning Council, Vice-President for Research and Creative Activity/Dean of the Graduate College Rathindra Bose, and the Editorial Boards of The Post and The Athens News.
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