Graduate Student Senate
General Assembly Meeting

October 12th, 2009 
I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Kelly at 7:00pm in Walter 235.
II. Roll Call:  The role was called by VP for Finance and Outreach Gonyer who was filling in for VP for Communication Selden.
III. Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes: A motion and second were taken to adopt the previous meetings minutes.  None were opposed and the motion carried.
IV. Student Speak Out: No students were here to speak out. 
V. Presentations

a. Graduate Student Pre-Law Advising – Jen Shomburg Kanke: Ms. Kanke wanted to inform the body of a new service being offered to graduate students.  She is able to see any student in the university that is interested in law school, including graduate students.  She is able to provide general tips about applying, taking the LSAT, etc.  If there is anything that one would need to know about law school, she is able to help.  
b. Executive Vice President and Provost – Dr. Pam Benoit:  Dr. Benoit thanked us for allowing her time to talk to the body.  She shared what she has been doing since arriving at Ohio University; the main goal has been to survey the academic landscape.  She has asked questions to several groups to gain an idea of the culture of Ohio University.  She addressed the Quarters to Semesters (Q2S) conversion and talked about potential differences that will occur during the transition.  Dr. Benoit also addressed budget issues and how they affect graduate assistantships, recruitment, etc.  She informed us that the university is working harder to gain grant money and external money from donors.  Several members raised a variety of issues that Dr. Benoit addressed.  
c. Chief Information Officer – Brice Bible: Mr. Bible talked about major IT initiatives that are currently underway that affect graduate students.  One is a network upgrade to bring our institution to a more competitive level with other research I institutions.  The second is a Student Information System (SIS) replacement with PeopleSoft.  These are both a multi-year process.  The third is OHIO IT realignment.  This involves realigning the distributed and centralized IT to make things more balanced and more cost-effective.  The fourth project is E-mail conversions.  Faculty, staff, and graduate students will be moving to Exchange from Webmail/Mulberry.  Undergraduates and alumni have converted to CatMail.  Mr. Bible also presented planned IT highlights for the academic year.  He talked about an idea for a graduate lab in the bottom of the CSC building.  Mr. Bible also took questions from the body. 
VI. Officer’s Reports


a. President: Thank you for attending the ISU International Dinner.  We are hoping to continue to develop this relationship.  Graduate Council now has a fourth graduate representative on the committee.  GSS now has in place our second representative on the General Fee committee.
b. VPCLA: I am currently serving on the search committee for the new university Ombuds.  We are trying to fill the position soon.  
c. VP Admin: VP Gonyer reported that GSS had spent $693.16 year to date.  This means that we have $2660.85 left to spend this year.
d. VP Coms: No report-absent.
VII. Committee and Commission Reports

a. International Affairs – Animesh Rathore: The ISU International Dinner was sold out and very successful.  We are trying to form a collaboration between GSS and ISU.  There is a fundraiser going on to benefit the Sumatra earthquake victims on Friday October 16 from 4-10pm for $2.00 at the Baker Theater.  
b. Graduate Student Life – Tiffany Teofilo: Thank you to all for contributing for the graduate student tailgate on Saturday for Homecoming.    The sign-up sheet was reviewed as were sponsors that are contributing, Follet’s Bookstore and Pepsi.  We still need help to set up and tear down and if you cannot help, please come and just have fun!
c. Smoking Policy taskforce – Sajjad Haider: Absent. 
d. Policy and Procedures – James Archibald: Absent.  
VIII. Old Business

IX. New Business

a.    Resolution 0910-04: A Resolution Adopting New Members:  There was a motion to waive the reading which was seconded and passed.  There was a motion to adopt with a second and the resolution passed unanimously.  
b.    Resolution 0910-05: A Resolution Requesting Educational Benefits for Domestic    Partners of Students with Graduate Appointments: The resolution was read in its entirety.  The primary sponsor was allotted time to address the body in regards to the resolution.  The secondary sponsors were allotted time to address the body as well.  A motion and a second was made to adopt the resolution and the resolution passed unanimously.
X. Announcements
a. Homecoming: This is occurring on Saturday at 11am in TailGreat Park.  Please stop by and have fun with us.  If you have any questions, please contact Tracy or Tiffany Teofilo.  
b. David Mathews / Associate Provost and Dean of University College David Descutner: They will be presenting more on the idea that CIO Bible presented about a graduate commons.  
c. There is a handout in regards to the presentation that was made on the international student networking site.

d. Walk a Mile in Her Shoes is Saturday October 25, 2009.  Please come out and support this event!

e. This is OUT Week.  Please attend events and support the LGBT community.  

XI. Adjournment: There was a motion to adjourn and a second.  The motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 8:48 pm.  
