Graduate Student Senate
General Assembly Meeting Minutes
Sept. 14th 2009
I. Call to Order at 7pm. 
II. Roll Call

III. No Previous Meeting’s Minutes to Approve 
IV. No Students Speak Out 
V. Motion to move commissioner’s speech up (Vice President Bodnar moved, it was seconded)
a. Graduate Student Life Commissioner Tiffany Teofilo’s report: She is looking for a proxy before next meeting. She also has developed our Facebook page, Twitter site, and Wordpress blog in addition to procuring a tent for our use at our Homecoming cookout. If you have any questions about grad student life, contact her at the special GSS Student Life email address she set up (ougssgsl@yahoo.com).
VI. Presentations

a. Research Compliance – Jo Ellen Sherrow from the Office of Research Compliance, based in RTech 117, highlighted the workshops offered to graduate students related to ethical and responsible research. You must take a workshop and present before the Institutional Review Board if you plan to use human or animal subjects, if you are funded by the university, or if you think you have a conflict of interest.  Additionally, some funding options are offered to graduate students through the Office of Research and graduate students are encouraged to investigate all internal and external funding opportunities for their work. Lastly, the university is cracking down on plagiarism and all students are encouraged to investigate their work thoroughly for missing or improper citations. 
b. Original Work and Travel Grants - Jennette Lovejoy, our grant review chair, urges grad students to apply for funding of up to $750 for original work or $500 for travel grants. The deadline is Monday, September 21. For more information, log on to www.ohio.edu/gss/grants.
c. Parliamentary Procedure - James Archibald, our Black Affairs Commissioner, explained how we will use Robert’s Rules of Order;  here are some tips and terminology if you need a touch up: 

i. “the floor” - you have the opportunity to speak
ii. “a motion” - formal proposal to the body; how we acknowledge that there’s an action we’d like to consider
iii. “resolution”-  declares facts and expresses opinion, but does not command
iv. “table” - to delay an action
v. “quorum” - the number we need to have to cast our vote and hold our meeting; ½ our executives, ½ our  senators and 10 faculty representatives
vi. to make a motion, raise your hand, wait for Tracy to call on you, make your motion. Someone must second it. Then president puts your motion is before the senate and everyone can discuss and vote on it.
vii. “point of information”- ask for more info and clarification before making a decision 
viii. “point of order”- to object to a proceeding as being in conflict with the rules of procedure
VII.       Officer’s Reports


a. President- Thank you for your commitment and time; we must confront these issues together to steer our graduate education in the ways we want it to go. 
b. VPCLA- If you’re aware of other graduate students interested or able to join, bring their names forward. We will find something for you to be involved with that you will like. 
c. VP Admin- Our budget is looking good for the coming year and our expenditures have , so far, been minimal. 
d. VP Coms- Get excited! Bring forth your issues and concerns.
VIII. Committee and Commission Reports

a. Black Affairs- James Archibald. We soon will change this commission name to African American Affairs. We are going to be progressive this year! 

b.  International Affairs- Animesh Rathore. For my first few years as an international student, I had a lot to deal with. Being here for five years, I have information I want to share. I’m very interested in working with international students regarding summer employment , which is difficult for us because we usually can’t work off campus.  

d. LGBT- David Nichols. There are major inequalities between staff and GAs for insurance; we pay way more and spouses can’t use Hudson. I also want to reach out to regional campuses.
e. Minority Affairs- Sulaiman Batawil. I want to encourage cultural understanding. I also think of graduate students as a minority.  
f. Women’s Affairs –Chelsie Wollett. I am looking for someone to go to a university-wide women’s commission this quarter. 
IX. Old Business- none
X. New Business

a. Resolution 0910-01 A Resolution Appointing New Members to the Graduate Student Senate 
i. Motion to waive reading (VP Bodnar moved, seconded)

ii. motion to pass reading (Vn Selden moved, seconded)

iii. so passed

XI. Announcements
a.  GSS Policy and Procedure Committee Member Request 
b. Sulaiman- stress the importance of our next meeting

c. Dean Bose- would like to check with GSS to set up a screening process to avoid annoying emails asking for research help/subjects.
XII. Georgia Guy–To keep Arts for Ohio going, we must increase our participation. Please come out and enjoy these events and keep the programming running. 
XIII. Adjournment at 8:14pm. 
