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OFFICIAL MINUTES		OHIO UNIVERSITY GSS		OCT. 25, 2010

I. Call To Order and Roll Call. 
President Tracy Kelly called the regular Graduate Student Senate Meeting of Monday, Oct. 25, 2010 to order at 7:05 p.m. 

Molly Yanity, Vice President of Communications, called the roll. 
	ROLL CALL: Executives Present:
	Commissioners Present: 

	Tracy Kelly, President 
	Heather Lynn

	David Nichols, VP of Legislative Affairs
	Elizabeth Chinn

	Chelsie Wollett, VP of Finance 
	Kay-Anne Darlington

	Executives Absent: None
	Ron Ransom

	
	

	
	

	Senators Present:

	Adrienne Isgrigg
	Danny Duchene

	Jenna Witwer
	Tessa Cooper

	Erin Dame
	Sarah Templeton Wilson (proxy)

	
	

	
	

	Press: 1



III. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes 
	Motion to approve – Chelsie Wollett; seconded.
IV. Student speak out
 None

V. Presentation. 
None

VI.  Officers reports
President Tracy. Prospective meeting times regarding mandatory custom regalia, which can run students around $1,000, will be emailed. [NOTE: Pres. Tracy emailed the possible dates Tuesday. They are: Friday, Nov. 5 (12-1 p.m. or Friday, Nov. 12 (4-5 p.m.) Let Tracy know which works best for you.]
Adrienne Isgrigg, sponsor of the resolution to reconvene the President’s Committee on Disability Services, said conversations with grad students about specific needs are under way, and they are “getting their feet on the ground” before the committee is actually formed. Carey Busch, Assistant Director of Disability Services will also be meeting with Isgrigg & Tracy. 
Tracy briefly introduces House Bill 365, a bill that would give collective bargaining powers to graduate assistants in labor dealings with state universities. She sent an email with which the Senate should familiarize itself with and be prepared to discuss next meeting. 
VP Nichols. Campus Care Advisory Committee will meet this week. A panel on insurance plan will convene Winter Quarter to discuss concerns, frustrations, ideas, and feedback (in the name of “shared governance” with the administration, Nichols said with sarcasm.)
VP Wollett. The Provost’s Women’s Commission will host a brownbag session on Nov. 2 at the Women’s Center to discuss the findings of research on salary differentials at OU and paternal leave options. 
The budget stands at about $2,390 after the International Dinner and the Homecoming Tailgate (props to Heather Lynn for a great tailgate.) 
VP Yanity. Scripps School of Journalism proposed its teaching GAs sign a statement of confidentiality, but pulled it after its purpose questioned. The Family Educational Right and Privacy Act (FERPA) covers the illegal disclosure of confidential information (like PIDs, grades, etc.) Thus, if you or your constituents are faced with superfluous confidentiality statements that extend beyond the scope of FERPA, please bring it to your department head’s attention, or to the attention of GSS. 
Ron Ransom, commissioner of African American affairs. Objectives of commission: 1.) Community service, 2.) Create awareness – Black History Month in February, think tank to larger forum, 3.) Informative piece to make sure African American grad students know what resources and programs are available, and to cooperate with other campus groups to make all the objectives happen.
Ransom further voices support for a recovery community.
Heather Lynn, commissioner on graduate student life. Thanks for the help with Homecoming Tailgate; it was a resounding success. 
Food Drive to help local tornado victims will extend to Nov. 5. A table will be on the first floor of Baker Center Wednesday and Fridays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. PLEASE encourage grad students to donate non-perishable food items to the table, and if you can volunteer at the table, swing on down.  
Kay-Anne Darlington, commissioner for international affairs. Will meet with Dr. Sheila Williams of Counseling Services to increase awareness of services to international students. 
Elizabeth Chinn, commissioner for LGBT affairs.  Thanks to all that helped make last Wednesday’s candlelight vigil a success.   
VII. No old business.
VIII. Resolution.
1. Resolution 1011.04 Calling for Improved Lighting on Jefferson Hill	
Pres. Tracy reads in full
a. Sponsor Dane Johnson, co-sponsor David Nichols
b. DISCUSSION: Pictures of a very dark area on newly-open Jefferson Hill, as well as damaged concrete on sidewalk and road that cannot be seen at night are presented. City of Athens and Ohio University are jointly responsible. Resolution would go to City Engineering office, Mayor’s office, as well as several university offices. Traffic hazards, as well. 
MOTION: Proposal to add traffic items to resolution Wollett. Motion seconded, Darlington. Motion does not carry.
MOTION: Proposal to adopt, Nichols, Motion seconded, Yanity. Motion carries.
IX. Announcement.
None. 
X. Adjournment. 
President Kelly inquired if there were any questions. Hearing none, Nichols moved to adjourn. Motion seconded, Chinn. Adjournment carried unanimously at 8:52p.m.
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