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OFFICIAL MINUTES

OHIO UNIVERSITY GSS

JAN. 10, 2010

I. Call To Order and Roll Call. 
President Tracy Kelly called the regular Graduate Student Senate Meeting of Monday, Nov. 8, 2010 to order at 7:05 p.m. 
Molly Yanity, Vice President of Communications, called the roll. 

	ROLL CALL: Executives Present:
	Commissioners Present: 

	Tracy Kelly, President 
	Heather Lynn

	David Nichols, VP of Legislative Affairs
	Proxy

	Chelsie Wollett, VP of Finance 
	Maria Behnke

	Executives Absent: none
	Lilliana Acevedo Callejas
Elizabeth Chinn

Ron Ransom

	
	Commissioners Absent: none

	
	

	Senators Present:

	Proxy for Danny Duchene
	Christine Pirot

	Jenna Witwer
	Tessa Cooper

	Christine Pirot
	Sarah Templeton Wilson 

	Senators Absent: Erin Dame, Sarah Watson
	

	
	

	Press: 1


III. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes 

Motion to approve – Chelsie Wollett; seconded Maria Behnke.
IV. Student speak out
 None

V. Presentation. 
Dr. Anne Paulins to discuss the Ohio Faculty Council’s introduction of House Bill 365, which would make it legal for graduate students and part-time faculty to convene to talk about collective bargaining. She did not endorse the bill, or the idea of collective bargaining, but encourages discussion.
Math Dept. Representative Ryan Schwiebert encourages representatives to get their constituents involved, to encourage feedback from members of their respective schools because this is a polarizing issue. 
VI.  Officers reports
President Tracy. The Budget Planning Council has again delayed the release of budget reduction targets. Open Forums will again commence. There will be a 10 percent reduction, but it will not be “across the board.” 
A traffic light has been put in place on top of Jefferson Hill – a safety move GSS put into action.

Tracy’s “pet project” on the Graduate Council is alternate distribution of the stipend (year-round, bi-weekly.) Options are being explored. 
VP Nichols. The Health Care committee will be meeting every other Tues at 6 p.m. in the GSS Office in Baker Center beginning 1/12/11. 
VP Wollett. The GSS budget stands at approximately $2,200. 
The University Women’s Commission is meeting this month with Brian Bridges and the provost. Chelsie’s subcommittee on parental leave learned only 1 percent of the eligible employees actually take such leave, which means there is a minimal cost to the university. The provost has charged the commission with ides for retaining female facult. 

VP Yanity. She has done some preliminary investigation and inquiry on training for bouncers at Court Street bars. Recent incidences between student patrons and bouncers have led to violence, injury, and legal action. She is interested in proposing a resolution to present to Athens City mayor for bouncer guidelines in an attempt to decrease violence and increase safety. 
Ron Ransom, African American Affairs commissioner. Alpha Phi Alpha is hosting a Martin Luther King, Jr. Day brunch Monday, Jan. 17. There will be a silent march beginning at Galbraith Chapel that will lead to the brunch at 11 a.m. If you are interested in seating at a table for GSS, contact Ron at rr287109@ohio.edu.  
Heather Lynn, commissioner on graduate student life. Do you have any ideas for social gatherings for Winter quarter? Shoot them Heather’s way.
Proxy for Kay-Anne Darlington, international affairs commissioner. Darlington attended the UI Council and spoke on the issue for health care benefits for international students and their dependents. She garnered some support and hopes to have more a of voice on this very important issue.   
Elizabeth Chinn, LGBT affairs commissioner. Chinn encouraged LGBT grad students to attend the first meeting of 2011 of OUTgrads & Non-Trads at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 13. The meeting will be held at the LGBT Center at 354 Baker Center and will move to Casa Cantina at 8:15 p.m. It is an informal meeting to connect to talk about resources, issues, and have a good time. 

She requested you spread the word to your departments, hang fliers. 

There will also be quite a bit of LGBT programming through the Center this quarter (Movie nights, Queer Valentine, Prom, and more.) 

Contact her for more information at ec179605@ohio.edu.

Maria Behnke, women’s affairs commissioner. Behnke announced that Ping Center will be hosting “Rape aggression defense” classes Thursdays from 5-7 p.m. beginning Jan. 20. The cost is $15. 

Survivors of sexual assault are needed as peer advocate counselors. 

With ideas from a Feminist Theory class, she is in discussions for a “Girls Night Out” at Casa Nueva to take a stand and talk about the “culture on Court Street.” 
Tessa Cooper, Information Tech Advisory Council. The council met Tuesday. They are working on a server exchange program with Wright State, making an effort to reduce licenses through “virtual” programs, and there is a movement abreast by the IT group to improve its customer service. A key component to that last part is a separation of service between grad students/faculty and undergrads.
VII. No old business.
VIII. Resolution.
a) Resolution 1011.05 – New members resolution. 
MOTION TO WAIVE READING: Ed Simpson, Seconded Behnke.

No discussion.

MOTION TO PASS: Craig Meyer, Seconded Behnke. Passes unanimously.
IX. Announcements.
A review of GSS governing documents (constitution and bylaws) will take place and VP Wollett is taking the lead and encourages feedback via email. 
The Veterans Affairs presentation has been delayed until next meeting.
If you are a member of a standing committee but have not been contacted, please contact President Tracy – there may be a communications problem. 
X. Adjournment. 

President Kelly inquired if there were any questions. Hearing none, Lily Acevedo Callejas moved to adjourn. Motion seconded, Meyer. Adjournment carried unanimously at 7:48 p.m.
