
Registering a Copyright 
 
All documents are automatically copyrighted once ideas are in tangible form (in this case, a 
thesis or dissertation document). While this automatic copyright is expected to be understood and 
honored by readers, students may wish to register their copyright with the U.S. Copyright office. 
Registering a copyright is recommended if students are filing patents, writing books, publishing 
articles, or if advisors recommend this. While the registration of a copyright is more costly and 
requires additional effort on the student's part, this creates a public record and is necessary for 
any future legal action. The thesis and dissertation guidelines require students to include a formal 
copyright page (after the title page and before the abstract) only if they decide to register their 
copyright. The copyright page should appear on page 2 of the document. The following text 
(with the student name) should appear centered horizontally and vertically on page 2 in the 
document: 
 

© 2008 
 

First M. Last 
 

All Rights Reserved 
 
 
Ohio University Copyright Procedures: 
 
Masters students need to file their copyright directly with the U.S. Copyright office. At this 
time, this is done in paper form (though an online service will be available soon). The Form TX 
can be found on the web site at www.ohio.edu/etd under Step 2 (see “Forms needed by TAD 
Services by graduation application deadline”, “For Master Students”, and “Copyright 
Information and Form”). All instructions can be found in this form. A fee applies. 
 
Doctoral students need to file their copyright by using the ProQuest/UMI Submission Form. 
The UMI Submission Form can be found on the web site at www.ohio.edu/etd under Step 2 (see  
“Forms needed by TAD Services by graduation application deadline”, “For Doctoral Students”, 
and “ProQuest/UMI Submission Form with Copyright”). All instructions can be found on page 1 
in this web link. A fee applies. *Please note that even if a student is not filing a copyright, (s)he 
still needs to complete, sign, and return the ProQuest/UMI paperwork to TAD Services. 
  
For more information on copyright, please visit www.copyright.gov 
Additional information on copyrighting ETDs (electronic theses and dissertations) will be 
available when you upload your document or abstract only to OhioLINK, as well. 
 
 


