COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

Registering a copyright is recommended if a student is filing a patent, writing a book, publishing
articles, or if an advisor recommends it. A registered copyright creates a public record of
ownership and is necessary for future legal action.

To register your copyright, you need the final manuscript in PDF file format and then go to
http://www.copyright.gov/forms/ to complete the online form, pay the $35 fee, and upload your
final manuscript in PDF file format. For more information regarding copyright registration, go to
www.copyright.gov.

Required Copyright Line on Title Page

A separate copyright page is no longer required in Ohio University manuscripts. Since theses and
dissertations are considered copyrighted once they are in tangible form, all Ohio University
theses and dissertations now include the following copyright line at the bottom of the title page,
centered and double spaced below the graduation month and year:

© Graduation Year First M. Last. All Rights Reserved.

Example: © 2009 Susan Berry. All Rights Reserved.

Ohio University’s Procedure for Registering a Copyright

All Master and Doctoral students file their copyright registration electronically with the U.S.
Copyright office at www.copyright.gov/eco. Follow the online instructions for registering your
copyright. The cost is $35 and is paid online.
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