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and
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Resolution Regarding the Classroom Privacy

Passed, April 17, 2006

Whereas it is sometimes desirable for faculty to have their instructional techniques observed for the purpose of improvement of pedagogy; and

Whereas such observation and evaluation is required by some programs for annual faculty merit review and/or promotion in rank and the granting of tenure; and

Whereas faculty are entitled to professional courtesy, congenial professional relationships, academic freedom, and classroom privacy;

Be it resolved that observation and evaluation of any classroom (including those on-line ) by any observer or evaluator requires the prior notification and mutual agreement of the class instructor and the observer or evaluator and notification of all students in the class; and 

Be it further resolved that recording of classroom activities by any electronic  means, by students, other faculty, university administrators, or others, requires permission of the instructor.  All students in a class must be informed if permission has been given for a class to be recorded.  Classroom lectures and associated course materials may be copyrighted by an instructor (see Section IV.A.3).  Under no circumstances may verbatim recording of copyrighted classroom lectures and materials by electronic or any other means (including note taking) be conducted 1) for sale, whether or not it is for educational benefit, or 2) for the educational benefit of those not enrolled in the class.  This does not apply to non-verbatim notes taken by students.  
Faculty handbook text 

Add to section IV.A.3:

e.
In order to protect the instructor's intellectual property, it is suggested that the following statement appear in the syllabus:  "The lectures, classroom activities, and all materials associated with this class and developed by the instructor are copyrighted in the name of (instructor's name) on this date (give date)."  
Insert new text as section IV.A.9:

9.  Classroom Privacy

While it is sometimes desirable for classroom practices to be observed for the purpose of improvement of pedagogy, and such observation is sometimes required for annual faculty evaluation and for tenure and/or promotion evaluation, faculty are entitled to classroom privacy, academic freedom, and professional courtesy.  Consequently, observation and evaluation of any classroom (including those on-line ) by any observer or evaluator requires the prior notification and mutual agreement of the class instructor and the observer or evaluator.  Furthermore, recording of classroom activities by any electronic  means, by students, other faculty, university administrators, or others, requires permission of the instructor.  All students in a class must be informed if permission has been given for a class to be recorded.  Classroom lectures and associated course materials may be copyrighted by an instructor (see Section IV.A.3).  Under no circumstances may verbatim recording of copyrighted classroom lectures and materials by electronic or any other means (including note taking) be conducted for 1) sale, whether or not it is for educational benefit, or 2) for the educational benefit of those not enrolled in the class.  This does not apply to non-verbatim notes taken by students.  

