Individual Interdisciplinary Program (IIP)
The Individual Interdisciplinary Program (IIP) is a fairly small program for a community of motivated scholars that is sufficiently large to merit recognition and participation from faculty across the university. Yet it is also small enough to ensure close personal attention for each student from faculty members that participate in the program. A significant constituency of the IIP is people who are already affiliated with Ohio University. This highlights the increasing reality that not all students who engage in graduate studies do so with the ultimate intention of teaching at an institution of higher education, and that many of the students who obtain their degrees through the IIP, regardless of affiliation with Ohio University, do so to take up leadership positions beyond Academia and beyond the classroom within Academia. Thus, the IIP provides a means for the professional development of employees of Ohio University as well as an intellectual home for students who wish to come to Ohio University from across the United States and the world beyond to pursue interdisciplinary inquiry. Additionally, the IIP enhances the professional vistas of the university’s faculty by expanding their intellectual horizons to include possibilities for interdisciplinary collaboration. The program also allows faculty members with appropriate terminal degrees in non-Masters- and non-doctoral granting units to work with graduate students at both levels of instruction.
From its inception in Fall Quarter 1978 to the end of Fall Quarter 2007, the Graduate College awarded over 100 Master’s degrees and more than 40 PhDs via the IIP.  The Graduate College suspended admissions to the IIP in 2008 due to concerns about: the program’s administrative structures that sometimes provided inadequate oversight of student programs and guidance of students’ timely progress toward completion of degree; a lack of an “intellectual home” for students in the program; and adequate funding for students in the program. The current proposal addresses these concerns by: establishing the IIP Graduate Committee to provide oversight of student guidance committees; appointing an IIP Graduate Director to administer the program and work with the student guidance committees; encouraging faculty members of guidance committees to assist prospective students in securing the funding necessary to complete the program successfully; and establishing the IIP Seminar to develop student cohorts that will provide an “intellectual home” for students in the Graduate College and give the program a unique identity at Ohio University.
A student will work closely with at least three individual scholars who comprise the guidance committee. The direct interaction between the individual student and the members of the guidance committee is the heart and soul of the program. Accordingly, any faculty member at Ohio University with a doctorate or comparable terminal degree (e.g., MFA) may participate on an IIP guidance committee.
The IIP provides a means to build upon and expand the numerous instances across campus in which interdisciplinary research occurs within the Graduate College, showing the self-evident inherent value of interdisciplinary inquiry in and of itself. The IIP draws on the expertise of faculty from a wide variety of academic disciplines and provides students with opportunities to integrate the breadth and depth of knowledge and methods of inquiry that their mentors represent. Furthermore, the IIP, which represents the broad spectrum of interdisciplinary methods of intellectual inquiry ranging from the natural sciences to the fine arts, can serve as a benefit in the review process to faculty members across colleges and disciplines who intend to submit interdisciplinary grant applications. 

Admission to the Program

Prospective graduate students with demonstrated ability and intellectual maturity may apply for admis​sion to the Individual Inter​dis​ciplinary Program (IIP) at either the master’s or doctoral level. Applicants for a master’s degree must have earned a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution of higher education and achieved at least a 3.0 under​graduate Grade Point Average (GPA) or its equivalent. Applicants for a doctoral degree must have earned an advanced or professional degree from an accredited institution of higher education and achieved at least a 3.25 graduate GPA or its equivalent. Prospective students must provide transcripts of all previous academic work, at least three (3) letters of recommendation, a three to five page (3-5pp.) project proposal that includes tentative fields of study/areas of emphasis, prospective guidance committee members, a statement of goals and an explanation of why none of the related existing degrees meet the student’s educational and professional objectives, and official test scores such as GRE, GMAT, or MAT. International students whose native language or academic language of instruction is not English must meet the university English language proficiency requirements as stated in the Graduate Catalog. The IIP requires that students, with the as​sis​tance of a guidance committee, develop a program of study that includes a minimum of two emphasis areas, each in a differ​ent department, school, or program. At least one of the departments, schools, or programs must offer graduate degrees at the degree level sought. In addition to specifying courses in the two (or more) emphasis areas/disciplines, the program of study may include methods courses (e.g., Statistics) offered by programs, departments, or schools different from those specified as areas of emphasis, with the approval of the Guidance Committee. 
Prospective students will be admitted directly to the IIP in the Graduate College. Each student will be affiliated with a primary academic support unit, which will be represented on the student’s Guidance Committee by the student’s academic advisor. The academic advisor does not have to be the same person as the Guidance Committee Chair.

The primary academic support unit provides the IIP student with access to unit resources in generally the same manner as such resources are available to all students in the unit. These resources include, but are not limited to, access to support staff, access to orientation sessions and materials, use of specialized resources and computer software, access to departmental seminars or colloquia, etc. The unit is not obliged to provide financial support, nor access to limited resources such as office or lab space, but is strongly encouraged to do so when possible.

A Primary Academic Support Unit Agreement is part of the admission process for the IIP and must be submitted with the aforementioned application materials. The student, with the assistance of the prospective academic advisor, will secure this agreement during the admissions process. For an IIP leading to the PhD, the primary academic support unit must be a PhD granting unit.

Any faculty member at Ohio University with a doctorate or comparable terminal degree (e.g., MFA) may participate on and/or chair an IIP Guidance Committee. The Guidance Committee for an IIP student must have a faculty member from the primary academic support unit, who will be officially designated as the student’s academic advisor. The student’s Guidance Committee chair may come from any of the participating units.

The procedural rules for degree completion from the primary academic support unit will apply to the IIP student, e.g., number of outside representatives, the existence of a non-thesis option at the Masters level, etc. The unit’s requirements for content (e.g., required courses) do not apply as these are determined by the IIP course of study.
IIP Graduate Director and Graduate Committee
The IIP is administered through the Graduate College. The IIP Graduate Committee will be composed of faculty members and associate deans for graduate study from units participating in the program and chaired by the IIP Graduate Director. Associate deans from participating units will serve on the Graduate Committee ex officio. Each participating unit will appoint a faculty member to serve on the Graduate Committee for a three (3) year term that is renewable once, after which the unit must appoint a different faculty member for at least one term. Regardless of the number of participating academic units in the program, there will be at least five (5) members on the Graduate Committee, at least three (3) of whom must be appointed faculty members. The Graduate Committee will admit candidates to the program; oversee, approve formation of, and monitor students’ guidance committees; and regularly review students’ progress toward completion of degree in a timely manner. 
The Dean of the Graduate College will appoint the IIP Graduate Director to a renewable three (3) year term after extensive consultation with the IIP Graduate Committee. The Graduate Director will meet with each guidance committee at least once per academic year to monitor each student’s timely progress toward completion of degree. Student appeals of decisions made by the guidance committee, IIP Graduate Director, or graduate chairs in emphasis areas/disciplines will be made first to the IIP Graduate Committee, then to the Associate Dean of the Graduate College, and finally to the Dean of the Graduate College.
The Guidance Committee
The Guidance Committee must be constituted by the end of the student’s first term in the program. The Guidance Committee must have at least three faculty members from at least two different emphasis areas/disciplines, and will be responsible for preparing the program requirements, regularly reviewing student’s progress, administering comprehensive examinations, and directing the Master’s thesis or final project or doctoral dissertation. While three faculty members from at least two different emphasis areas/disciplines are required, students may compose a Guidance Committee with more than three members if doing so is warranted and feasible. Graduate Faculty determination of the faculty member’s home department will be used in the IIP. Students must maintain frequent and regular contact with the members of the Guidance Committee in order to develop and execute a plan of study. The Guidance Committee will meet with the student at least once per term to evaluate the student’s progress toward completion of degree in a timely fashion.

It is incumbent upon the student, with the assistance of the Guidance Committee, to seek and obtain external funding to conduct the research for and completion of the thesis, final project, or dissertation necessary for the degree. Members of the guidance committee, especially the chair and academic advisor, will assist the student to find resources necessary to complete the degree in a timely fashion, e.g., writing the student into a grant proposal or supporting the student with funds from an existing grant. They will also explain clearly to the student the IIP’s programmatic procedures and the perceptions of interdisciplinary degrees of potential employers, as well as assist graduates of the program identify particular communities of scholars that they intend to enter. 
The IIP Seminar

The IIP seminar is a means to provide an intellectual home to the students enrolled in the program within the Graduate College. The seminar also serves as a critical professional development tool. Accordingly, all students in the IIP must take the one credit (1 cr.) IIP seminar during the Fall term during the first two years in which they are enrolled for coursework in the program. They may attend the seminar in subsequent years but are not obliged to do so. The Graduate Director will chair the IIP seminar and facilitate guest lecturers on topics including, but not limited to, interdisciplinarity in research methods, grant writing, responsible conduct of research and research ethics, publishing results of research and/or creative activities, effective literature and database searching, developing and maintaining collaborative research relationships, as well as the acquisition and development of appropriate scholarly tools, including but not limited to statistical, historical, qualitative, and quantitative research methods. These topics reach across disciplinary boundaries and are critical for all students involved in the program. Students will present literature reviews germane to their projects as well as on-going results of their research and/or creative activities.

Master’s Degree 

At the master’s lev​el, students must complete at least 36 semester credits beyond the bachelor’s degree, including four (4) courses/twelve (12) credits in each emphasis area—at least two (2) of which must provide depth of knowledge in the field and at least two (2) must provide breadth of knowledge, and a final project (thesis, performance, etc.) acceptable to the Guidance Committee. The graduate chairs in the respective emphasis areas/disciplines will determine which courses provide depth of knowledge and which provide breadth of knowledge. Masters students must maintain a minimum 3.0 GPA to continue in the program. Masters students should complete their coursework by the end of their second year of full-time study in the program or by the end of their third year of part-time study in the program, and their comprehensive exams by the end of the semester following completion of coursework. Masters students must present the results of their research or creative activities at an academic or professional conference by the end of their second year in the program. The Guidance Committee will determine credit hours required for the thesis or final project in conjunction with the requirements of the primary academic support unit. 
Doctor of Philosophy
At the doctoral level, students must complete at least 90 semester credits beyond the bachelor’s degree, including at least four (4) courses/twelve (12) credits in each emphasis area—at least two (2) of which must provide depth of knowledge in the field and at least two (2) must provide breadth of knowledge, and a final project (dissertation, performance, etc.) acceptable to the Guidance Committee. The graduate chairs in the respective emphasis areas/disciplines will determine which courses provide depth of knowledge and which provide breadth of knowledge. Doctoral students must maintain a minimum 3.25 GPA to continue in the program. Doctoral students should complete their coursework by the end of their second year of full-time study in the program or by the end of their third year of part-time study in the program, and their comprehensive exams by the end of the semester following completion of coursework. Doctoral students must present the results of their research or creative activities at an academic or professional conference by the end of their second year in the program, and should submit the results of their research or creative activities for peer review and publication to an appropriate journal or publishing house by the end of their third year in the program. The Guidance Committee will determine credit hours required for the dissertation in conjunction with the requirements of the primary academic support unit. 
Sanctions
Students who fail to meet suggested or required milestones (as evidenced in regular student progress reports), or who fail to maintain the required minimum GPA for their degree programs will be subject to sanctions to be determined by the Graduate Committee including, but not limited to warnings, probation, loss of funding, and dismissal from the program. Students may appeal the Graduate Committee’s decision to the Associate Dean of the Graduate College and further to the Dean of the Graduate College, whose decision will be final.
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Student will affiliate with Primary Academic Support Unit, which will be represented on Guidance Committee by Academic Advisor.
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Admissions Checklist

___Transcripts of previous academic work
a)

b)

c)

___3 letters of recommendation
a)

b)

c)

___Project Proposal (3-5pp.)


Tentative Fields of Study/Areas of Emphasis
a)

b) 
Prospective Guidance Committee Members
a)

b)

c)

___Statement of Goals 
___ Explanation of why existing degree programs don’t meet student’s educational and 

professional objectives
___Test Scores 
___GRE

___GMAT

___MAT
___Other (Specify: __________)

___Primary Academic Support Unit Agreement
___English Language Proficiency (International Students only)


___TOEFL 

___IELTS Academic
Ohio University
Graduate College

Individual Interdisciplinary Program

Primary Academic Support Unit Agreement
Student’s Name: 



Signature:






Date:

Degree: Masters 
PhD

Title of Program of Study: 

Please attach a one-page (1p.) description of the plan of study to this form.
The (name of unit) will be the primary academic support unit fore the above-named student in the Individual Interdisciplinary Program (IIP) and will provide her/him with access to unit resources in generally the same manner as such resources are available to all students in the unit. These resources include, but are not limited to, access to support staff, access to orientation sessions and materials, use of specialized resources and computer software, access to departmental seminars or colloquia, etc. The unit is not obliged to provide financial support, nor access to limited resources such as office or lab space, but will do so when possible.
_____________________________

_____________

IIP Graduate Director 



Date

_____________________________

_____________

Unit Head




Date

_____________________________

_____________

Unit Graduate Director


Date

_____________________________

_____________

Guidance Committee Chair


Date

_____________________________

_____________

Academic Advisor 



Date

Ohio University
Graduate College

Individual Interdisciplinary Program

Plan of Study Form
Student’s Name: 



Signature:






Date:

Degree: Masters 
PhD

Title of Program of Study: 

Emphasis Areas and Guidance Committee
Emphasis Area 1:
Faculty Member:



Signature:

Chair





Date:

Emphasis Area 2:

Faculty Member: 



Signature:







Date:

Faculty Member 3: 



Signature:







Date:

Please attach a one-page (1p.) description of the plan of study to this form.
_____________________________

_____________

IIP Graduate Director 



Date
Ohio University
Graduate College

Individual Interdisciplinary Program

Master’s Degree Planning Form
Student’s Name: 
Title of Program of Study: 
Emphasis Area 1:

Course #1 (Breadth):
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Course #2 (Breadth):
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Course #3 (Depth):
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Course # 4 (Depth): 
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Emphasis Area 2:

Course #1 (Breadth):
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Course #2 (Breadth):
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Course #3 (Depth):
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Course # 4 (Depth): 
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Additional Courses:
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

IIP Interdisciplinary Seminar: 
1. Title:









Term Taken:

2. Title:









Term Taken:

Thesis/Final Project: 
Title:

Description: 

_____________________________

_____________

Student




Date

_____________________________

_____________

Guidance Committee Chair


Date

_____________________________

_____________

Academic Advisor



Date

_____________________________

_____________

IIP Graduate Director 



Date
Ohio University
Graduate College

Individual Interdisciplinary Program

Masters Thesis/Project Approval Form
Student’s Name:
Thesis/Project Title:

Guidance Committee:

Name:





Signature:

Name:





Signature:
Name:





Signature:
_____________________________

_____________

IIP Graduate Director 



Date

Ohio University
Graduate College

Individual Interdisciplinary Program

Doctoral Degree Planning Form
Student’s Name: 
Title of Program of Study: 
Emphasis Area 1:

Course #1 (Breadth):
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Course #2 (Breadth):
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Course #3 (Depth):
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Course # 4 (Depth): 
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Emphasis Area 2:

Course #1 (Breadth):
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Course #2 (Breadth):
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Course #3 (Depth):
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Course # 4 (Depth): 
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

Additional Courses:
Course Number:

Course Title:


Term Taken:

IIP Interdisciplinary Seminar: 
1. Title:









Term Taken:

2. Title:









Term Taken:

Dissertation: 
_____________________________

_____________

Student




Date

_____________________________

_____________

Guidance Committee Chair


Date

_____________________________

_____________

Academic Advisor



Date

_____________________________

_____________

IIP Graduate Director 



Date

Ohio University
Graduate College

Individual Interdisciplinary Program

Doctoral Degree Comprehensive Examination Form
Student’s Name: 

In signing this document, the student and each examiner agree that they have discussed the parameters and general expectations of the doctoral qualifying exam–including the subject matter, course work, and readings to be covered. They also agree to the format (number of questions and/or how many are to be answered) and length of the exam.  

1. First Emphasis Area:   


a. Examiner’s Name(s):
b. Format: 




c. Duration
Student’s Signature_______________________________

Examiner’s/Examiners’ Signature(s)________________________________________________

2. Second Emphasis Area:   


a. Examiner’s Name(s):
b. Format: 




c. Duration
Student’s Signature_______________________________

Examiner’s/Examiners’ Signature(s)________________________________________________

3. Third Faculty Member:   


a. Examiner’s Name(s):
b. Format: 




c. Duration
Student’s Signature_______________________________

Examiner’s/Examiners’ Signature(s)________________________________________________

Ohio University
Graduate College

Individual Interdisciplinary Program

Doctoral Dissertation Prospectus Form
Student’s Name:
Dissertation Title:
Guidance Committee:

Name:





Signature:

Name:





Signature:
Name:





Signature:
Date of Prospectus Meeting: 

_____________________________

_____________

IIP Graduate Director 



Date

Ohio University
Graduate College

Individual Interdisciplinary Program

Student Progress Report
Student’s Name: 



Signature:






Date:
Degree: Masters 
PhD

Title of Program of Study: 

Term: Fall  Spring

Year: 
Date of Meeting with Student:

Please attach a brief evaluation (1-2pp.) of student’s progress toward completion of degree since last meeting with Guidance Committee. Please note if this is the student’s first progress report.

Guidance Committee:

Name:





Signature:

Name:





Signature:
Name:





Signature:
_____________________________

_____________

IIP Graduate Director 



Date

