Kanawha Project: Environmentally Modified Syllabus

HLTH 370J: Writing for Health Sciences 

Fall 2007
Instructor: Alexander V. Sergeev, MD, PhD, MPH
Call #: 03925
Class Meetings: M W 5:10 – 7:00 p.m.; Grover Center W119
Office Hours: M 4 - 5 p.m., T 11 – 1 p.m., W 4 - 5 p.m.

or by appointment
Office: Grover Center E329 

Phone: 593-0635
E-Mail: sergeev@ohio.edu 
Required Texts:

American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American 
Psychological Association (5th ed.). Washington, D.C.: Author.
Alred, G.J., Brusaw, C.T., & Oliu, W.E. (2003). Handbook of technical writing (7th ed.). 


Boston, MA: St. Martin’s Press. (Alternatively, you may use the 8th edition of 


this book)
Course Goals:  The goals of this course are to develop new skills in technical writing in the field of health sciences and improve already existing skills. 
Course Objectives:

· Discuss contemporary types of written communication in the field of health sciences. 

· Provide students with information on various patterns of written communication in health sciences.
· Explain necessity of following established patterns of written communication.
· Discuss ethical aspects of writing in health-related fields. 
· Provide students with ability to strengthen their skills in written communication through a number of writing assignments.
Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of the course, students should be able to: 
· select appropriate styles of written communication for different communication situations and target audiences;
· use appropriate style for writing/drafting research papers, review papers, memos, business letters, reports, instructions, grant proposals, resumes;
· explain how to adjust paper’s format to meet requirements of health sciences journals. 
Course requirements:

· Attendance is required for each meeting of the class. No more than 3 (three) absences will be allowed. Every absence after these three will result in loss of your class attendance and participation points. 
· You are expected to come to class prepared and to participate actively in class activities. Questions and comments are encouraged! 
· You are required to turn in assignments at the beginning of class sessions on due days. Every partial or full day of past due will lower your grade for the assignment by 1/3. Late assignments will be allowed only for serious reasons, such as medical reasons, death of a family member and other serious emergencies (please refer to the student handbook).  
· It is your responsibility to notify the instructor if you need any special accommodations. 

· Academic misconduct is prohibited. Forms of academic dishonesty include (but are not limited to) cheating, plagiarism, forgery, furnishing false information. For detailed information on academic honesty policies, please refer to student handbook.
· There are 2 (two) exams – midterm and final. Missed exam will be allowed only for a serious reason (such as medical reasons, death of a family member or other serious emergency).  
· Final exam will be given according to the University schedule. The final exam is comprehensive; it covers all the material studied during this course (both before and after midterm exam).
Grading (% of Final Grade):

Final exam – 25%

Midterm exam – 20%

Writing assignments – 30%

Group presentation (group grade) – 15%

Class attendance and participation – 10%
Final Grade (by total points):
	A 
94-100 points

A-
90-93 points

B+
87-89 points

B
83-86 points

B-
80-82 points


	C+
77-79 points

C
73-76 points

C-
70-72 points

D+
67-69 points

D
63-66 points

D-
60-62 points

F
<60 points




Schedule of Class Meetings
(tentative, subject to change)
	Weeks
	Dates
	Topics


	Textbook 

Chapters

	1
	Sep 5 (W)
	Course Introduction. 


	

	2
	Sep 10 (M)
	Organization of Manuscript. 
Choosing Appropriate Language.  


	APA: Ch. 1, 2.01-2.05, 2.12-2.17
HTW Topics Index: Correspondence

	
	Sep 12 (W)
	Choosing Appropriate Language (cont’d).
Memos and Letters.

	

	3
	Sep 17 (M)
	Memos and Letters (cont’d).

	APA: Ch. 3.30-3.74 

HTW Topics Index: Report Components, Reports


	
	Sep 19 (W)
	Reports.

	

	4
	Sep 24 (M)
	Reports (cont’d).

Assignment #1 is due. Using OU online library resources, identify three environmental hazards to which Ohio residents are exposed. Write an official letter (business style) to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requesting additional information about these exposures. 

	APA: Ch. 5, 6
HTW Topics Index: Design and Visuals, Research

	
	Sep 26 (W)
	Research Papers.

	

	5
	Oct 1 (M)
	Ethical Aspects of Writing for Health Sciences.

	APA: Ch. 7, 8, 

Appendix C 
HTW: Plagiarism, Paraphrasing


	
	Oct 3 (W)
	Pre-midterm exam review of the course material.
Assignment #2 is due. Read the article: Hospitalization Rates for Coronary Heart Disease in Relation to Residence Near Areas Contaminated with Persistent Organic Pollutants and Other Pollutants (Sergeev, A.V. & Carpenter, D.O. Environmental Health Perspectives 2008; 113(6):756-761). 
As a public health official, you have to communicate the major findings and conclusions from the article to the following audiences:
(a) your colleagues – public health and health care professionals;

(b) lay public – local residents. 

Write two memos addressed to these two audiences.


	

	6
	Oct 8 (M)
	Midterm Exam
Resume/CV.
 
	HTW Topics Index: Job Search and Application 

	
	Oct 10 (W)
	Resume/CV (cont’d). 

	

	7
	Oct 15 (M)
	Midterm exam feedback: review and discussion. 

Review Papers.
Assignment # 3 is due. Using OU online library resources, identify 4-5 original research articles about health effects of involuntary exposure to environmental pollutants and prepare a short literature review (9-10 pages).

	APA: Ch. 4, Appendices  A, E
HTW: Literature Reviews, Documenting Sources

	
	Oct 17 (W)
	Grant Proposals.

	

	8
	Oct 22 (M)


	Grant Proposals (cont’d).

	HTW: Proposals, Requests for Proposals, Newsletters

	
	Oct 24 (W)


	Grant Proposals (cont’d).
Assignment # 4 is due. You are an environmental agency official. Prepare a memo to your colleagues in a local public health department advising them about environmental hazards in Ohio and their harmful health effects. (Use OU Library resources and Internet search to identify environmental hazards in Ohio.)

	

	9
	Oct 29 (M)
	Instructions.

	HTW: Instructions, Manuals

	
	Oct 31 (W)
	Students’ Presentations


	

	10
	Nov 5 (M)
	Group Project: Grant Proposal Preparation and Submission.

	TBA

	
	Nov 7 (W)
	Group Project: Grant Proposal Preparation and Submission (cont’d).
Assignment # 5 is due. Prepare a grant proposal for an environmental health project (either a research grant or community intervention grant proposal).

	

	11
	Nov 12 (M)
	Veterans Day holiday observed (University is closed)


	 

	
	Nov 14 (W)
	Reading Day


	

	Final Exam:
Monday, November 19, at 10:10 – 12:00 noon



· Details for the assignments will be provided separately. 
