Course: English 369B:  Jewish American Literature: Tikkun Olam (the Jewish Mandate to Heal the World), Place, Environment, and the Diaspora

Spring 2008

#2993     1-3 MW Ellis 116

Instructor:  Marilyn Atlas, Associate Professor

Office:  Ellis 322

Cell Phone:  614-806-5564

Home Phone:  614-237-8925

Office Phone:  740-237-8925

Office Hours: M &W 3-4 and by appt.

Email address: atlas@ohio.edu
Description: An overview of Jewish American literature from arrival in the seventeenth century to the present.  In 1654 when approximately ten Jews left Brazil and sought liberty in first Jamaica and then Cuba, the Spaniards rejected them.  They came to New York, then New Amsterdam, and were initially rejected by the Governor Peter Stuyvesant.  His superiors at the Dutch West Indies Company who didn’t want to irritate their few Jewish investors overruled him. We have that letter requesting entrance and will read it (Norton Anthology) as well as all sorts of other texts written during the great tide of migration - - 1881-1924 - - to the present.  We will also discuss how Jewish American literature influences and is influenced by the classical canon of American literature, how Jewish American writers respond to the Jewish mandate - - tikkun olam (to heal the world), to place, environment and the diaspora.

Required Text: Norton Anthology: Jewish American Literature (2000) (at the Little Professor Book Store)

Recommended Texts:  Henry Roth, Call It Sleep (1934).

Saul Bellow, Henderson the Rain King (1958).

Ruth Wisse, Jews and Power (2007).

Course Requirements:  Attendance is mandatory.  More than three absences will cause you to fail the class. Three essays (two single text essays 3-4 pages; one comparative essay 4-5 pages); a response journal (ten to twenty pages - -some entries focusing on specific texts and environment, some on terms, some on Jewish history). Oral reports on essays and some journal entries. Surprise reading quizzes may also be given.

Grades: 

Single text essays: 20% each (3-4 pages each)

Final comparative essay: 25% (4-5 pages).

Response journal: (10 - 20 pages) 20%
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Participation, surprise reading quizzes, oral reports, final thesis, abstract and annotated bibliography 15%

Syllabus:

Monday, March 31, Introduction. Jewish History, Language and Literature. Jews and Power, Ruth Wisse; PBS Series (movie) – The Jewish Americans by David Grubin; The Jewish Americans, Three Centuries of Jewish Voices in America, Beth S. Wenger (companion to the PBS series); The Principles of Sustainability, Simon Dresner; Sustainability on Campus: Stories and Strategies for Change. Edited by Peggy F. Barlett and Geoffrey W. Chase and introduction to the Kanawha project (environmental studies).

Wednesday, April 2. Introduction continued. Movie, The Jewish Americans, continued.

Monday, April 8. Literature of Arrival:  1654 – 1880 (Abraham De Lucena; Haim Isaac Karigal; Rebecca Samuel; Rebecca Gratz; Emma Lazarus).

Wednesday, April 9. Literature of Arrival, tikkun olam, place, environment and the diaspora.
Monday, April 14. The Great Tide:  1881 – 1924 (Abraham Cahan; Mary Antin; Anzia Yezierska; Edna Ferber).

Wednesday, April 16. The Great Tide, tikkun olam, place, environment and the diaspora.

Monday, April 21.  First day of Passover - - no class.

Wednesday, April 23. Paper 1. Oral reports.

Monday April 28. From Margins to Mainstream:  1924 – 1945 (Gertrude Stein; Louis Zukofsky; Henry Roth).

Wednesday, April 30. From Margins to Mainstream continued (Clifford Odets, Delmore Schwartz; Isaac Rosenfeld). 

Monday, May 5. From Margins to Mainstream, tikkun olam, place, environment and the diaspora.

Wednesday, May 7. Journals are due: terms, Jewish history, Jewish American History, Jewish concepts, tikkun olam, place, environment, and the diaspora. Oral reports.

Monday, Monday, May 12. Library Day.
Wednesday, May 14. Paper 2. Oral reports.

Monday, May 19. Achievement and Ambivalence:  1945-1973 (Isaac Bashevis Singer; Tillie Olsen; Bernard Malamud; Saul Bellow).

Wednesday, May 21. Achievement and Ambivalence continued (Grace Paley, Denise Levertov; Allan Ginsburg; Cynthia Ozick).  Achievement and Ambivalence, tikkun olam, place, environment and the diaspora.

Monday, May 26. No class. Memorial Day.
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Wednesday, May 28. Literature Since 1973 (Adrienne Rich; Esther Broner; Marge Piercy; Robert Pinsky).  Literature Since 1973, tikkun olam, place, environment and the diaspora.

Monday, June 2. Jewish American Literature? American Jewish Literature? What does tikkun olam, place, environment and the diaspora got to do with it? Class evaluations.

Wednesday, June 4. Last day of classes.  Final essay/ Comparative essay workshop. Hand in:  thesis, abstract, annotated bibliography. Oral reports on the highlights of your final essay.

Final Examination Period.  Monday, June 9. 2:30 – 4:30. Hand in final essays or because Monday is Shavuot you may choose to hand in your final essay by Thursday, June 12 at 10 a.m. Please place hard copy in my mailbox or under my door.  Have a wonderful summer!

