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In the spring issue 
of the newsletter I 
introduced Jennifer 
Hall, who is the Di-
rector of Develop-
ment, Scholarship 
Programs and As-
sistant Director of 
the Cutler Scholars 
Program. Since late 
April Jennifer has 
been working with 
the staff, becom-
ing familiar with all 
the wonderful fac-
ets of the Cutler 

Scholars program, meeting with the schol-
ars, benefactors, and òFriends of Cutler 
Scholars.ó She will continue to reach out 
and to meet as many as possible on a per-
sonal basis in the months ahead. Jenniferõs 
heart and mind have clearly fully em-
braced the Cutler Program and she has 
become the strong advocate each of us 
on the staff believed she would.  
 As a result of Jenniferõs learning and 
understanding of the various components 
and requirements within the areas of her 
new responsibilities, she has fully and 
quickly taken on the development office 
planning for the 2009 -2010 academic year. 
As her mentor for the past few months, it 
gives me great pleasure to know she has 

come to share the passion and commit-
ment for the Cutler Scholars Program. 
Consequently, I have decided to fully 
retire as Associate Director of the Cutler 
Scholars Program effective November 30, 
2009.  
 Following my retirement from Ohio 
University as Vice President for University 
Development and Executive Director of 
The Ohio University Foundation in 1997, I 
was fortunate to have been asked to 
serve on a part -time basis with the Cutler 
program. During the past twelve plus 
years, I have been privileged to watch 
and help the program grow from the 
fledging numbers of a few Cutler Scholars 
to nearly eighty graduates and thirty -four 
current scholars.  
 I want to express my thanks and my 
gratitude to the many benefactors of the 
program whose personal interest, faith in 
the early ideals of the program, and fi-
nancial commitments put into place the 
scholarships we call the Manasseh Cutler 
Scholar Awards. There are too many indi-
viduals to name here, but the benefac-
tors have truly been the heart and soul 
that enabled the program to begin and 
to grow in such an effective manner over 
the short span of the programõs life. These 
names are listed in the annual year book 
and each is well known by the staff and 
by the scholars who carry their names. 
Financial support from the benefactors, 
as well as additionally from Cutler alumni, 
parents, and òFriends of Cutler scholars,ó 
has truly helped the program remain 
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Scholars Invited to Ohio Fellows Symposium  
Dr. Karen Deardorff  
Associate Director  
 
Several Cutler Scholars, 
along with scholars from 
the Templeton, Urban, and 
Appalachian Programs, 
participated in a leader-
ship symposium on Satur-
day, September 19.  
 The symposium was 
part of the Ohio Fellows 
program weekend. The 
Ohio Fellows program, be-
gun by Ohio University 

president Dr. Vernon Alden, 
ran from 1964 -1971 and 
was started to encourage 
a group of students to de-
velop their leadership po-
tential through a challeng-
ing curriculum, mentoring, 
and internship opportuni-
ties. Approximately 100 stu-
dents participated in the 
program during its duration.  
 Entitled New Leader-
ship: New Skills?, the sym-
posium kicked off with pres-
entations by Ohio University 

alumni Chuck Underwood 
and Jason Weaver. Under-
wood, a College of Busi-
ness graduate, is the foun-
der and president of The 
Generational Imperative, 
Inc., a research -driven gen-
erational business consul-
tancy. Weaver graduated 
from the Scripps College of 
Communication and is the 
founder and CEO of Sway, 
Inc. He is considered an 
authority in social media.  
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Toby Fallsgraff, Wood -Cutler Scholar õ04, 
made a return visit to Athens on October 11 
to hang out at The Smiling Skull Saloon. Ac-
tually, Tobyõs band, Daddyõs Gonna Kill Ral-
phie,  was back in town to perform a gig at 
the Skull.  
 The indie group who just released their 
third album, Panic,  on October 8 got its 
start in Athens when Fallsgraff used the 
name to perform solo acoustic shows while 
an undergraduate. He met band member 
Rob Zajac during his senior year and they 
recorded their first album, Letter Carrier , the 
summer after graduation. Robõs friend, Kyle 
Kilmer, also joined the group and worked 
on the album. Their second album, Love 
Sincerely,ó Writes the Writer, was released in 
2006. 
 The three members played shows inter-
mittently in the DC area until Toby moved 
to Cleveland to work on the campaign for 
Bill OõNeill last year. The group picked up 
member Corey Salts (who was in another 
band with Rob and Kyle at the time) and 
began to play and tour together on a more 
regular basis.  
 

  
To listen to their music, find upcoming 
tour dates, and read more about the 
group, check out their page at http://
www.myspace.com/
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 Irina Panovska , Gusterov -
Cutler Scholar õ07, and An-
drew Snell were married in St. 
Louis on September 6.  
 John Dravenstott , Hoff -
Cutler Scholar õ07, and Katie 
Morris were engaged in Au-
gust.  
 Abigail Gilkey Blanks  
and husband, Darrell, wel-
comed Evangeline London 
Blanks on October 10. 
Evangeline was born at 11:15 
a.m. and weighed 8 pounds, 
1 ounce. Abbie and Darrell 
also have a son, Gavin, and 
a daughter, Hunter.  
 Danny Murtaugh , Hoff -
Cutler Scholar õ05, and 
Teresa Calanni were married 
on August 29.  
 Bradley Kleparek , Ellis-
Cutler Scholar õ02, and Kara 
Hayman were married in 
California on August 15.  
 Ethan Cottrill , Cutler 
Alumni -Cutler Scholar õ13, is 
participating in a Bios 170 
research project with Dr. Sue 
Simon Westerdorf on prion 
infection and propagation 
and their biological implica-
tions in the host organism. He 
also participated in the 5K 
Run to Empower on October 
10. 
 Emily Mayer Mitchell , 
Marathon Oil -Cutler Scholar 
õ03, and Josh Mitchell were 
married on July 11.  
 Gabe Weinstein , Grasselli 
Brown -Cutler Scholar õ13, 
joined the Bobcats for Israel 
organization and is a writer 
for College Green Magazine. 
He also won the Alpha 
Lambda Delta 5K run held on 
October 3.  
 Alison Dawson Himes , 
Stocker -Cutler Scholar õ03, 
and husband, Josh, wel-
comed daughter Maura 
Katharine on June 30.  
 Will Wemer  accepted a 
position as an operations as-
sistant in Graduate Admis-
sions at Emerson College in 
Boston.  
 Jesse Branner , Bush-
Cutler Scholar õ10, will spend 
winter quarter in the Merida, 
Mexico, study abroad pro-
gram. Jesse also presented 
two scholarly research pa-
pers at the Central States 
Communication Association 
conference.  

Congratulations   

Pictured above: òDaddyõs Gonna Kill Ralphieó 
- Toby Fallsgraff, Corey Salts, Rob Zajac, and 
Kyle Kimler 

Dr. Herman òButchó Hill 
Director  
 
In the fall of 1998 there 
were a bakerõs dozen of 
Cutler Scholars, all from 
Ohio, and we talked about 
secondary education in 
colloquia. Our guest discus-
sion leaders included 
George Wood, then serving 
as principal of Federal -
Hocking schools while on 
leave from the College of 
Education, and Richard 
Vedder, Distinguished Pro-
fessor of Economics.  
 The huge disparity in 
school funding from district 
to district was a recurring 
theme. Some students 
came from schools where 
levies always passed. Oth-
ers came from where levies 
always failed unless a failed 
levy would threaten ath-
letic programs. Advanced -
placement classes were 
widely available in some 
schools and non -existent in 
others, with a few schools in 
between.  
 Eleven years later, the 
colloquium topic is again 
secondary education. We 

have  twice as many con-
versations each week ñ
there are now 34 Cutler 
Scholars and so we have to 
meet in two back -to -back 
sessions with half the group 
at each time. Those con-
versations are also much 
different now; there are 
Scholars from a larger geo-
graphic area, so there is a 
wider basis of comparison.  
 In our discussions, for 
example, Lindsay Cheek 
talks about her high school 
in Olean, New York, and 
Terrence Berry tells us about 
his experience in Asbury 
Park, New Jersey. Ana Gi-
cova and Elena Miha-
jlovska compare their Ma-
cedonian gimnasii  to 
American high schools.  
 Inequities in high -
school funding and in cur-
ricula persist as well. School 
levies do well today only 
where they did well eleven 
years ago; advanced -
placement courses have 
not flourished where they 
were scarce or languished 
where they were plentiful.  
 There are some things, 
however, that have not 

changed. George Wood 
(now in his eighteenth year 
at Federal -Hocking!) has 
already visited with us as a 
guest lecturer and Richard 
Vedder will be with us for 
an evening in early Novem-
ber. We are grateful for 
their continued loyalty to 
the program and their will-
ingness to share their ex-
periences and opinions.   
 I am sure that many 
Cutler Scholars have suc-
ceeded in high school be-
cause of the nurturing en -
vironment they found 
there, and that others 
somehow succeeded with-
out much help. Certainly 
there are students who 
could have been Cutler 
Scholars if they had had a 
more encouraging educa-
tional background. What 
gives me hope for the fu-
ture is the Scholarsõ passion 
in these discussions for im-
proving education ña pas-
sion that I saw in the fall of 
1999, and a passion that I 
am seeing again in the fall 
of 2009.  

 

Scholars Debate Education Reform  



Lindsay Cheek, Ann Lee 
Konneker -Cutler Scholar 
õ11, was accepted into a 
national leadership training 

program 
through 
The 
Young 
Advo-
cacy 
Leader-
ship 
Training 
(YALT). 
Focusing 
mainly 
on child 
advo-

cacy and funded by the 
Childõs Defense Fund, the 

intensive 14 -16 hours per 
day training took place on 
October 1 -4 in Tennessee. 
Cheek says the experience 
was wonderful and she was 
honored to have been se-
lected to participate in the 
training where she learned 
about community organiz-
ing, action planning, health 
care reform, and many 
other leadership skills in-
volved with child advo-
cacy and taking action.   
 Active in campus life as 
well, Lindsay was elected 
treasurer of both The Ameri-
can Music Therapy Associa-
tion of Students and 
Womenõs Chorale and 

voted community service 
chair to Sigma Alpha Iota, 
a professional womenõs 
music fraternity. She was 
also invited back to the 
Student Advisory Council, a 
small group of student 
leaders picked by the 
School of Music president 
to meet with him on impor-
tant issues.  
 Lindsay recently sang 
the National Anthem at the 
5K Run to Empower as a 
member of the a cappella 
group Title IX. She is cur-
rently planning a School of 
Music clean -out and an 
Adopt -A-Street clean up on 
Elliot Street. 

Cheek Active In Campus Life  

Rachel Ackerman, Gibby -
Cutler Scholar õ12, helped 
plan and coordinate the 5K 

Run to 
Empower 
on Satur-
day, Oc-
tober 10. 
The run, 
which 
began at 
the Ping 
Center,  
drew a 
total of 
512 par-
ticipants.  

Alex Bill, Pattison -Cutler 
Scholar ô13, and Ethan 
Cottrill, Cutler Alumni -Cutler 
Scholar ô13, where among 
the participants.   
 Empower OU raised 
enough money from the 
registration fees and dona-
tions from local businesses to 
complete 1.5 out of 7 total 
classrooms in the Bigodi 
school building in Uganda. 
The school collapsed in a 
wind storm in 2008.  
 The Ohio University chap-
ter of the national Empower 
Campaign holds regular 
fundraisers throughout the 
year to raise money for or-
phans and vulnerable chil-
dren to attend school in 
Uganda. As part of their 
fundraising efforts, Empower 
employs a fair -trade coop-
eration of women to hand -
make jewelry out of recy-
cled paper and then sell the 
jewelry on campus. Money 
raised from the jewelry sales 
is sent back to the students 
in Uganda.  
 Empower presidents 
from the newly established 
Ohio State, University of Day-
ton, and Miami chapters 
also attended the event.  
 

5K Raises 

Money for 

Uganda 

School  

Jennifer Hall  
Director of Development, 
Scholarship Programs  
Assistant Director, Cutler 
Scholars Program  
 
The last five months have 
been very rewarding and 
fulfilling as I have met and 

worked 
with the 
Cutler 
Scholars 
Board of 
Gover-
nors, 
bene-
factors, 
alumni, 
staff, 
and stu-
dents. 
What a 

fantastic community of 
outstanding individuals who 
together have made Dr. 
Konneker, Dr. Ping, and 
Jack Ellisõ dream of provid-
ing merit scholarships for 
outstanding students. I am 
proud to represent the Ma-
nasseh Cutler Scholars Pro-
gram and hope to make a 
difference by identifying, 
cultivating, soliciting, and 
stewarding private charita-
ble monetary support from 
alumni, parents, friends, 
corporations, and founda-
tions.   

 I am excited to share 
that last yearõs Giving 
Campaign was a huge 
success thanks to the dedi-
cation of our Cutler alumni 
and Class Agents and the 
hard work of Jack Ellis, Dr. 
Karen Deardorff, and Jan 
Haynes. The campaign 
raised over $44,000 from 
the generous contributions 
of Cutler Scholar alumni, 
parents, and friends. In ad-
dition, the 2009 Cutler 
Alumni -Cutler Scholar 
Anonymous Donor Chal-
lenge also met with great 
success. The challenge re-
ceived 72% participation 
from the Cutler Scholar 
alums, with the 2005 class 
(led by Class Agents Eliza-
beth Cellar Biddinger and 
Michael Taylor) and the 
2006 class (led by Class 
Agents Carleen Risaliti and 
Carrie Chute) each reach-
ing 100% participation. Gifts 
from Cutler Scholar alumni 
and parents well exceeded 
the $10,000 goal that was 
set. As a result of these ef-
forts and the generosity of 
our anonymous donors, 
Ethan Cottrill from McClain 
High School in Greenfield, 
Ohio, was selected as the 
first Cutler Alumni -Cutler 
Scholar and began his 
studies fall quarter. Thank 

you to our Class Agents, our 
anonymous donors, and to 
those who contributed to 
both the Annual Giving 
Campaign and the Anony-
mous Donor challenge.  
 By the time you receive 
this newsletter, the 2010 
Campaign will be under-
way. We will be working 
with our Class Agents once 
again to assist with fundrais-
ing efforts and you should 
be receiving Annual Giving 
materials shortly. We look 
forward to another success-
ful year and to your contin-
ued support.  
 As Jack Ellis has indi-
cated in his article, he will 
be retiring at the end of 
November. It has been a 
pleasure working with Jack 
over the past several 
months to learn about the 
Cutler Scholars program, to 
be introduced to our bene-
factors and the Board of 
Governors, to develop the 
2010 fundraising plan, and 
to benefit from the infinite 
wisdom and loyalty that 
Jack has brought to the 
University and to the Cutler 
Scholars program. I could 
not have asked for a better 
mentor and colleague. 
Thank you, Jack, and best 
wishes to you.  

Giving Campaign a Success  
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 Heather Skeeles -Shiner, 
Stocker -Cutler Scholar õ01, 
and husband, Mark Shiner, 
welcomed son Liam James 
Shiner on October 13.  
 Kevin Fritz, Stocker -Cutler 
Scholar õ00, wife Heather, 
and big brother Jacob wel-
comed Nathan James Fritz 
on August 22.    
 Max Henderson , Riedel -
Cutler Scholar õ10, begins a 
position with Pricewater-
houseCoopers in their assur-
ance practice in New York 
City in the fall of 2010.  
 Brittni Downs , COB/EAB-
Cutler Scholar õ11, will travel 
with the Marching 110 as 
they participate in the Rose 
Bowl Parade in Pasadena, 
California.  
 Alexander Bill , Pattison -
Cutler Scholar õ13, was 
elected vice president of the 
Read/Johnson Scholar Com-
plex. He also joined the Jitter-
bug Club and participated in 
the 5K Run to Empower on 
October 10.  
 Ana Gicova , Gusterov -
Cutler Scholar õ10, won an 
award from the United Ma-
cedonia Diaspora for best 
essay. The essay, which will 
be posted in an upcoming 
UMD magazine, explored her  
adjustment to U.S. customs.  
 Jay Simmons , Jewell -
Cutler Scholar ô10, has ac-
cepted a position with Dell in 
Austin, Texas. 
 Emily Grannis , Grasselli 
Brown -Cutler Scholar' 10, is a 
panel member for the Ohio  
State Bar Association's   Law 
and Media Conference.  

Fellows Symposium  

for their enthusiasm for the 
program and for their sup-
port of me in my efforts to 
help sustain and grow the 
program. They all have 
been an integral part of a 
team that helps make the 
Cutler Program thrive and 
achieve. This small staff is 
always there to help assist 
or counsel the individual 
scholars and their personal 
involvement with the pro-
gram goes far beyond 
what would be normally 
expected of any staff. They 
are a magnificent group of 
friends and colleagues for 
whom I have great admira-
tion and appreciation. I 
look forward to continuing 
to support Cutler Scholars 
in whatever way I can from 
this new observation point 
as a retiree. Thanks to all 
with whom I have had the 
pleasure to share in the joy 
of being part of a very spe-
cial program.  
 

strong, intellectually stimu-
lating, and unique from 
among Ohio University 
awards. I thank you for all 
you have done in so many 
ways during my time work-
ing with you. I ask that you 
continue your thoughtful 
generosity in the months 
and years ahead; this sup-
port is so important to your 
Cutler Scholars, to your sons 
and daughters, and for the 
integrity of the program  
 Finally, to have been 
associated with committed 
and wonderful staff mem-
bers like Charles J. Ping, 
Herman òButchó Hill, Karen 
Deardorff, Ruth Phipps, 
Jeanne Vernell, Jan 
Haynes, and Jennifer Hall 
has made the past few 
years exceptionally fulfilling 
and rewarding as we all 
watched the program and 
the scholars exceed our 
early dreams. I thank them 

(Continued from page 1) 

Congratulations   

Pictured: Heather Skeeles -Shiner, 
Mark Shiner, and son Liam James 
Shiner. 

Daley Receives 

Distinguished 

Service Award  

The Cutler Scholars Board of Governors held their annual fall 
meeting in Trisolini House on September 25 and welcomed 
Carleen Risaliti, Evans -Cutler Scholar õ06, as the first Cutler 
Alumni board member. Front row, left to right: Carleen Risaliti, 
Wilfred Konneker, Roderick McDavis, Jeanette Grasselli Brown, 
David Scholl. Middle row, left to right: Jack Ellis, Alan Riedel, 
Bob Axline. Back row, left to right:  Herman òButchó Hill, Charles 
Ping, Charles Emrick, Jr. Absent from photo: G. Kenner Bush, 
Glenn Corlett, and James Daley.  

Cutler Scholar benefactor 
James E. Daley, BBA õ63, 
received a Distinguished 
Service Award from the 
Ohio University Alumni Asso-
ciation at their October 16 
gala.  
 Jim worked more than 
35 years at Price Water-
house, where he rose to 
chief operating officer at 
Electronic Data Systems. A 
former member of the Ohio 
University Foundation 
Board, he endowed the 
James E. Daley -Cutler 
Scholarship for Ohio Univer-
sity students from his home-
town of Asbury Park, N.J. His 
current Cutler Scholar, Ter-
rence Berry, and Terrenceõs 
mother, Alena, attended 
the gala as guests of Mr. 
Daley.  

 Underwood discussed 
the characteristics of gen-
erational differences and 
how to communicate with 
each generation. Weaver 
focused on twenty -first cen-
tury electronic communica-
tion methods. Their talks 
sparked a lively discussion 
between the Fellows and 
members of the scholarship 
groups.  
 A luncheon in the 
Alden Library Faculty Com-
mons followed the sympo-
sium. Dr. Vernon Alden of-
fered remarks about the 
inception of the program 
under his tenure as Presi-
dent and Terry Moore ex-
plained what it was like to 
be an Ohio Fellow.  
 Those attending from 
the Cutler Scholars Program 
included Ethan Cottrill, 
Cole Crouse, Karen Dear-
dorff, Matt Denhart, Jack 
Ellis, Jennifer Hall, Max Hen-
derson, Butch Hill, Elena 
Mihajlovska, Sam Miller, Jay 
Simmons, and Nick Vargo.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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