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Mission: The Central Region Humanities Center (CRHC) at Ohio University aims to create lifelong audiences for the humanities in Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, and West Virginia, and to serve students, teachers, scholars, and the general public.  In exploring human experiences in our region, we seek to understand literature and history, popular and material culture in local and regional communities, institutions, and organizations.  Designated a regional center through a competition sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities, the CRHC acts as a clearinghouse, linking resources with audiences who seek to enjoy, study, interpret, and preserve them.  

Keeping Current seeks to circulate news and information on research, education, and public programs on regional culture in the Central Region.  Send your news to crhc@www.ohiou.edu.

Central Region Humanities Center

203 Technology and Enterprise Building (Bldg. 20)
The Ridges
Ohio University
Athens, OH 45701
(740) 593-4602
crhc@www.ohiou.edu

1. Dunbar Project Receives Grants
The CRHC’s Dunbar Project recently received two grants. The National Endowment for the Humanities awarded a $10,000 consultation grant and designation as a We the People project.  The Ohio Humanities Council awarded $10,000 for development of a video treatment for Dunbar: A Documentary.
The Dunbar Project, led by CRHC co-directors Judith Yaross Lee and Joseph W. Slade,  CRHC Research Associate Jennifer Scott, and Stanford University Professor Shelley Fisher Fishkin, is still in its beginning stages.  The grant money will be used for the consultation and planning of public programs, performances, and exhibits beginning in 2004 and ending in 2006, the centennial of Dunbar’s death.  The documentary treatment will be written by David Bradley, the award-winning author of The Chaneysville Incident, and directed by Fredrick Lewis of Ohio University’s School of Telecommunications.  Lewis is presently completing a documentary on artist Rodwell Kent.  Dunbar will be produced by the CRHC, Joseph W. Slade, Executive Producer, and Judith Yaross Lee, Associate Producer.
As an NEH We the People grant recipient, the Dunbar Project and Dunbar himself have been recognized as significant parts of American history by the largest funder of humanities programs in the United States.  According to NEH Chairman Bruce Cole, “NEH's We the People projects capture the imagination and articulate the guiding principles of our Republic. They reinvigorate our citizens' understanding of America's unique legacy of liberty."

Among the events that have been envisioned during the future of the Dunbar project are: (1) a series of public lectures and performances during the period leading up to the centennial of Dunbar’s death; (2) museum and library exhibits on local and regional racism, and on African-American life before and after the turn of the last century; (3) reading-lecture-discussion series hosted in libraries and other community venues; and (4) web content development and a comprehensive bibliography of Dunbar source materials to support public programming.

Any organization or group within the 5-state Central Region may plan and host a Dunbar Project event.

The consultants to provide guidance for the development of these Dunbar Project events are as follows:

Ancella Bickley, West Virginia State University

Joanne Braxton, College of William and Mary

Elizabeth Engelhardt., West Virginia University

Frances Smith Foster., Emory University

Kevin Gaines., University of Michigan

Wilma Gibbs, Indiana Historical Society

Phillip Greasley, University of Kentucky

Gordon McKinney, Berea College

Dean McWilliams, Ohio University

LaVerne Sci, Dunbar State Memorial, Ohio Historical Society
To plan your own Dunbar Project event, or for additional information, contact Jennifer Scott at 740-593-4602 or jenniferscott23@hotmail.com.  

2. New Research Program at Ohio University 

The Appalachian Rural Health Institute (ARHI) is a new interdisciplinary health services and research institute at Ohio University. 

The Institute and its name were officially approved by the Board of Regents in September, 2003. In part, the mission of ARHI is to be, "an umbrella organization for interdisciplinary research and service addressing rural health care issues, including health status, family health routines, innovative diagnostic and treatment options, treatment outcomes and effectiveness, cultural aspects of health care, health policy, access to care, health delivery systems, health education and literacy, and professional preparation of researchers and health care providers."

Sharing the recognition that Ohio University is uniquely positioned to address critical rural health issues, ARHI was established by a team of researchers and staff members from the Office of the Vice President for Research, the College of Health and Human Services, the College of Osteopathic Medicine, the Edison Biotechnology Institute, the Voinovich Center for Leadership and Public Affairs, the College of Communication, and the College of Arts and Sciences.  
3. Trail of Death Commemorative Caravan Places Final Markers
A 15-year-old labor of love became complete this September when a Trail of Death Commemorative Caravan placed the final markers along the 660-mile trail, making it the best-marked historical trail in the United States.

The Trail of Death, which stretches from Twin Lakes, Indiana, to Osawatomie, Kansas, is the route the Potawatomi Indian people were forced to walk in 1838 in order to remove them from their homeland. 

Shirley Willard, Fulton County (IN) Historian and secretary of the Indian Awareness Center, served as coordinator for placing the historical markers.  She and her husband Bill led this year’s caravan, which was composed of Potawatomi, descendants of people who walked the trail in 1838, authors and sponsors.  While 17 people participated in the caravan from start to finish, eight others participated for part of the journey.  The trip took place Sept. 22-28.

The caravan began with a ceremony at Twin Lakes that remembered Chief Menominee who was chief at the time of the forced removal.  Other services and ceremonies were held during the trip including Catholic Masses with the chalice of a priest, Father Petit, who died on the trail.  The chalice was on loan from the Catholic Church at Vincennes, Indiana.
They attended dedications of memorials and new trail markers.  They were also met by unexpected guests, usually local people, who offered baked goods, signs of welcome, and even a traditional eagle dance by a member of the Kickapoo Nation.

The trip ended on a high point as Tom Hamilton, member of Citizen Potawatomi Nation, presented Shirley and Bill Willard with adoption certificates signed by all the Potawatomi on the trip, making them honorary Potawatomi.

This year’s caravan was the fourth Trail of Death Commemorative Caravan; the first one took place in 1988 to mark the 150-year anniversary of the forced removal.  It may be the last caravan of its kind as many of the original members of the caravan are “getting older.” They hope a younger generation will follow in their footsteps, though, and look forward to another caravan in 2008.
4.  Ohio University Professor Finishes Book

Geoffrey L. Buckley recently completed his book on coal mining in the Appalachian Region.  The book, titled Extracting Appalachia: Images of the Consolidation Coal Company, 1910 – 1945, is due out in December or January.

Buckley is also a member of the American Studies Steering Committee, a group committed to establishing a graduate program in regional American studies at Ohio University.
5. Silas House Reading, Nov. 4, 2003.

Silas House, author of the award-winning novels Clay’s Quilts and A Parchment of Leaves read from his work at the University of Kentucky’s Young Library Auditorium on Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2003, at 7:30 p.m.

Born in Eastern Kentucky, a graduate of Eastern Kentucky University and a former rural mail carrier in Laurel County, House continues to live and write in Lily, Ky.  As a frequent contributor to NPR’s All Things Considered and the alt-country bible, No Depression, he has been able to reach a growing audience.  He has recently completed a third novel, The Coal Tattoo, to be released March 2004.

The reading was sponsored by the UK Appalachian Studies program and the Department of English.  For additional information on Appalachian Studies programs at UK, contact Kate Black (859) 257-0500, ext: 2111
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6.  West Virginia University Conference on Women and Creativity

The West Virginia University College of Creative Arts, Center for Women’s Studies and Council for Women’s Concerns are pleased to announce a national conference titled “Women and Creativity 2004: Examining the Past, Composing the Future” to be held October 13-15, 2004, at WVU.

The conference will open with a lecture by composer Libby Larson on the evening of October 13 followed by the opening of an exhibit of the work of Blanche Lazzell (1878-1956), a West Virginian cubist painter and print-maker.

Proposals are invited from visual and performing artists, faculty, and students for concurrent sessions focused on issues of women in the arts, pedagogy related to the arts, creative writing, and visual and performing arts.  Presentations may be in the form of:

· Papers

· Workshops

· Panels

· Performances

· Films

· Presentations

· Lecture

· Demonstrations

· Recitals

Proposals should include a 500-word description of the proposed session plus a 2-page c.v. for each presenter in the session.  The c.v. should include postal and e-mail addresses and fax and phone numbers for each presenter.  Single papers and complete panels will be accepted.  Those submitting panels must indicate a contact person for that session, if accepted.  Also include a list of audio-visual equipment needed for the proposed session.

Proposals should be submitted to Kristina Olson, Division of Art, PO Box 6111, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV 26506-6111 no later than Dec. 1, 2003.  Proposals may be submitted by sending an e-mail to Kristina.olson@mail.wvu.edu.  Presenters will be notified no later than Feb. 1, 2004.
7.  National Television and Video Preservation Foundation Announces $350,000
Inaugural Preservation Grant Program

 
The National Television and Video Preservation Foundation (NTVPF) opens its inaugural grant program this fall with over $350,000 in first-year preservation services donated by sponsors to award in support of noteworthy television and video preservation projects.  The NTVPF is an
independent, non-profit organization created to fulfill a long-standing need by raising private funds and providing grants to support preservation and access projects at institutions with television and
video collections throughout the United States.

The work to establish the NTVPF is being conducted through a collaborative effort involving both public and private sector individuals and institutions.  The NTVPF has received critical support
from eighteen founding preservation sponsors and initial project funding from three benefactors. This new 501 (c) (3) charitable Foundation enables individual public and non-profit archives to preserve, and provide access to, television and video materials that would otherwise be lost to the public.

At this time, the NTVPF is offering Preservation Grants based on preservation services donated to the NTVPF by commercial video and audio facilities, storage companies, consultants and film laboratories.  Not-for-profit organizations in the United States, including local, state and federal institutions, may apply for these services. The grants target television and video works made in the United States or by American citizens, which are not protected by commercial interests.  Productions originating on electronic video formats and film-based productions made for distribution on television will be considered.

"One goal of this foundation is to offer a wide variety of grants covering a broad range of challenges facing the preservation of television and video materials - film problems, video problems, audio
problems.  Even grants for climate-controlled storage are available for institutions that cannot afford it," said Lisa Carter, Project Manager for the NTVPF.  "Our founding sponsors have really come through to help meet these critical preservation needs."

Applications for this initial round of grants are due December 1, 2003.  For more information about the NTVPF, its grant program, or to apply for a grant, visit the Foundation's website at www.ntvpf.tv or send email to info@ntvpf.tv.
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8.  Indiana Historical Society Offers Veterans Day Play

 “Ernie Pyle’s War” on stage at the Indiana History Center

“Ernie Pyle’s War,” featuring New York performer Martin Treat, will be on stage at the Indiana History Center in Indianapolis on November 9 at 3 and 7 p.m.  Treat will portray beloved journalist Ernie Pyle in a one-man show that dramatizes Pyle’s dispatches from the front and the challenges, anguish and humor of our finest hour. The audience will be introduced to a variety of characters, from generals to GIs, as Pyle witnessed war first-hand.  

Ernie Pyle was born on a farm in Dana, Indiana, in 1900.  In 1923 he left his senior year at Indiana University to join the news staff of the La Porte Herald.  Later, as editor of the Washington D.C. Daily News, he became unhappy with his desk job and persuaded his publisher to make him the syndicate’s aviation editor.  His next assignment was creating the famous “Listening to America” columns.  In 1944 Pyle received the Pulitzer Prize for his coverage of World War II.  Beloved by Americans on the home front for his compassionate portrayal of GI Joe, Pyle died from a sniper’s bullet during the invasion of Okinawa in 1945. 

Tickets for “Ernie Pyle’s War” are $20; $18 IHS members; $10 students and can be purchased at the door or in advance by calling (317) 232-1882.  The IHS Theater is located at 450 W. Ohio Street, Indianapolis. 

9.  Hoosier German Narratives of Memory and Reconciliation on November 14.
Two Indiana writers, Norbert Krapf and Eberhard Reichmann, will present readings from their current books on German Heritage on November 14 at 7 pm. Dr. Krapf, a poet from Jasper, Indiana, will present readings from his latest book of poetry, The Country I Come From.    Several of the poems in this book deal with Krapf’s research on his German ancestors, including Klara Karpf, a Jewish victim of the Holocaust.  His poems commemorate and celebrate her life. Reichmann will read from his book Hoosier German Tales, offering brief accounts of the immigrant experience of Germans who settled in Indiana.  This Spirit and Place presentation is free and open to the public.
Please call 317-238-1878 or visit http://www.indianahistory.org for further information about these and other events held by the Indiana Historical Society.

10. Michigan Historical Society Arts and Culture Tours, November 6.
The Michigan Association of Community Arts Agencies, in cooperation with the Arts Council for Greater Kalamazoo and The Enterprise Group of Jackson, invites you to Arts and Culture at the Focal Point of Community Development on Thursday, November 6.  These presentations explore two Michigan models—one in Kalamazoo and the other in Jackson—that prove arts and culture is a driving force behind the vitality and economic growth in communities.  Activities for the day include tours of the Epic Center in Kalamazoo, a downtown arts facility opened in 2000; and the Armory Arts Project in Jackson, an arts facility in the early stages of planning.  Each tour will discuss the economic impacts on the communities, costs and tax implications on citizens, and implementation/planning procedures for these projects.  A question/answer session facilitated by community leaders will culminate each event.  For more information, visit www.macaa.com/Focal%20Point.htm.
11.  Michigan Historical Society Hosts Confederate Spies in the Attic on November 20.
On Thursday, November 20, the Belleville Area Historical Society and Gerry Wykes, Curator for the Lake Erie Metropark Marshlands Museum, are presenting Confederate Spies in the Attic. The program will focus on the Canadian-based Confederate spy network that tried to disrupt the Union from the Canadian side by entering U.S. from Detroit River. The presentation will be held at the Belleville Area Museum at 405 Main Street, Belleville, Michigan, at 7 pm. The program is free and the public is welcome to attend. For more information, call (734) 697-1944.

Please visit http://www.hsofmich.org/calendar.php#western for additional information about these and other events sponsored by the Michigan Historical Society in November and beyond.  

12. Ohio Historical Society Hosts Genealogical Bicentennial Programs Nov. 15 and Nov. 20

For those interested in genealogy, The Ohio Historical Center in Columbus will host two 2003 Genealogical Bicentennial Programs events in November.  

Acres for the Asking (Saturday, November 15, 10 am-1 pm; course # GW8) describes the disposition of public land in the United States including grants, direct sales, bounty lands, and homesteads. Topics include the difference between public and private land states and the use of meridians in the land distribution process. Researchers will learn about the metes and bounds survey system and the federal township survey.   

Military Records and the Family Historian (Thursday, November 20, 1-4 pm; course # GW5) will explain the process by which a soldier is categorized, and how a family member may access these records.  Military records generate from three different kinds of status: pre-service, actual service, and post-service. Basically these records fall into three categories: draft or selective service records, service records, and benefit records. This course reviews the different kinds of records that apply to each status in relation to a particular conflict.  
For further information on these and other genealogical events from the Ohio Historical Center, you may visit http://www.ohiohistory.org/resource/archlib/genworkshops.html.  You may also contact the department directly at Research Services Department, Archives/Library, Ohio Historical Society, 1982 Velma Ave, Columbus, OH 43211-2497, 614-297-2510, ohsref@ohiohistory.org
13.  Sherman Alexie at Eiteljorg Museum, November 8.
Activities for Native American Heritage Month at the Eiteljorg Musuem, located in downtown Indianapolis, Indiana,  include videos, galleries, and lectures.  On November 8 at 10:00 A.M., Sherman Alexie will be lecturing on The Business of Fancy Dancing: Poems, Stories, Punch Lines, and Highly Biased Anecdotes.  Following his lecture about his observations as an urban Native American, Alexie will be signing his books which are available for purchase at White River Trader, the museum gift shop.
Visit <www.eiteljor.org> for further information on events and activities at the Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art in Indianapolis.

14. Indiana University Imagining Blackness Exhibit on Display

Indiana University Art Museum, in collaboration with the Indiana University Black Film Center/Archive, will be hosting a special exhibition titled Imaging Blackness, 1915-2002 through December 21, 2003.

The exhibit features posters from nearly sixty movies with black themes including

The Bronze Venus, starring Lena Horne, and Super Fly, one of the most popular blaxploitation movies ever made.  The exhibition is being held in the Special Exhibitions Gallery on the first floor.  The BFC/A holds one of the world’s largest single collections of black-theme posters, dating from the early days of cinema to the present.

In addition to the showing of these films, the museum has a new exhibit titled Pottery from the Western Sudan.  The gallery contains materials created by a variety of peoples from Mali and Burkina Faso.  These pieces can be found in the Raymond and Laur Wielgus Gallery of the Arts of Africa, Oceania, and the Americans.  This collection is a continuation in the IU Art Museum’s series of installations of African ceramics from the collection of William M. Itter, a painter and professor in the Hope School of Fine Arts.  The display is on view until the end of the year.   

The Indiana University Art Musuem holds numerous events throughout November and December.  For information, visit: http://www.indiana.edu/~iuam/
15.  Presentation on Clothing in Early Ohio, November 15.
The Western Reserve Historical Society in Cleveland, OH will host a program titled: Corsets to Pantaloons:  What Early Ohioans Wore, 1800-1810 on November 15, 2003, 3-4 pm in Western Reserve Gallery I.

Mary Inman and Louise Pence, of Threads Thru Time, Ltd.  will give a very special presentation that deals with the frontier clothing of Early Ohio. The program includes the modeling of historically accurate, reproduction garments worn by American men and women of the early 19th century. After, the presenters will entertain questions, and will autograph copies of their books, The Fowler Family Gets Dressed and The Fowler Family Celebrates Statehood and a Wedding. This program is free with regular paid admission to WRHS, but registration is requested by phone call to Kelly Falcone at 216.721.5722, ext. 319.
16.  Yule Log Ceremony at Hale Farm and Village, December 9.
Hale Farm and Village in Bath, Ohio, honors Ohio’s German-American heritage with its annual Yule Log Ceremony Dec. 9, 2003 from 6 p.m.-8 p.m.  This year’s program will include the opportunity to visit with our Glassblower and our Blacksmith. Children will be able to make their own Bayberry candle to take home. The program costs $ 5 for members $6 for guests. Reservations are suggested. 
To place a reservation, call Theresa Kline at (330) 666-3711 ext. 223.
17. Smithsonian Exhibit Focuses on African-American Migration 1915-1940

An ongoing exhibition at the National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC, looks at the migration of African-American from the South to the North in the early part of the 1900s, a formative period for Central Region communities.
The exhibition, From Field to Factory: Afro-American Migration, 1915-40, “interprets the complexities and effects of the Great Migration by focusing on the migrants themselves: the lives of African Americans in the South, the hopes and expectations that prompted the decision to move north, and the difficulties migrants faced in a new environment.”

It also features artifacts from that time period including a Ku Klux Klan member’s robe and a portion of a tenant farmer’s home. 
18. Old-fashioned Michigan Christmas Exhibits at Turner-Dodge House, December 6-25.
The Turner-Dodge House in Lansing, Michigan,has been authentically restored to appear as it would have in the early 1900s.  The home is decorated with antiques to celebrate the annual “Old Fashioned Family Christmas” each December.  

This year’s event will be held on Wednesday through Sunday, December 6th through the 23rd; from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Weekends events will include Tea in the Ballroom sponsored by the Friends of the Turner-Dodge House & Heritage Center, storytelling and musical performances.  Collections of antique Santa Claus figures and children’s sleds will also be on display.  House tours are offered for groups of ten or more.
The Turner-Dodge House is located about eight blocks north of the State Capitol at 100 E. North Street, Lansing, Mi 48906, about one block from the Greater Lansing Convention and Visitors Bureau. Free parking is available to the east of the home.  For more information, call (517) 483-4220.
19. WRHS hosts Albert Krehlik Folk Art Collection through December 15.
The Western Reserve Historical Society in Cleveland Ohio will host an exhibit titled: Albert Krehlik Folk Art Collection: Political Expression Through Art through December 15, 2003.

This collection of folk art consists of approximately 20 pieces created by Albert Krehlik and currently owned by Krehlik’s descendant, Michael Fath. Krehlik’s works, often satirical, expressed his political and philosophical views on what he described as the "4 Components of Civilization": strong finances, commerce/trade, heritage, and justice. Krehlik was also an inventor, and many of his works employ clockwork mechanisms of his own design.  One of his patents for adjustable automobile transmission bands received a personal acknowledgement from Henry Ford. Krehlik was born in 1871 in Bohemia and was raised in the village of Netunice, not far from the famous beer-brewing city of Pilzen in what is now the Czech Republic. In 1891 he immigrated to the United States and settled in Cleveland, Ohio.
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