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CRHC Project Updates

Coming Soon:  Online Interactive Regional Culture Calendar

The CRHC Humanities Inventory, a comprehensive list of regional humanities organizations, collections, and programs is metamorphosing into an interactive database that will enable users to search by topic and display the search results on a map.  Beginning this fall, the inventory will also incorporate a searchable calendar of events relevant to the appreciation and understanding of local and regional culture in the Central Region (Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky, and West Virginia).  Regional humanities organizations will be able to enter events into an online database.  Once these events are uploaded into the database by CRHC staff, users will be able to search for events by date, area (zip code), and topic—and display their results on a regional map.  
Dunbar Project

The CRHC has moved into high gear on the Dunbar Project, which reexamines the significance and legacy of Paul Laurence Dunbar, America’s first professional African-American writer.  
The Dunbar Project encompasses a series of region-wide and local programs examining the life, work, and legacy of Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872-1906), America’s first African-American professional writer.  Combining new literary and historical scholarship along programming for students, teachers, and the public from 2004 to 2006, the Dunbar Project will feature locally-arranged musical performances, poetry slams and contests, a video documentary of his life and work, traveling exhibits, and a major scholarly conference at Ohio University in 2005.

Dunbar's innovations in vernacular writing, experiments in drama and the novel, and contributions to the black press constitute a distinguished body of work famous a century ago but barely known today.   Dunbar's achievements make clear, however, that if African-American writing had its renaissance in Harlem, then its nascence was here, in Ohio, where Charles W. Chesnutt and W.E.B. Du Bois also wrote and which more recently nourished Rita Dove and Toni Morrison.  The Dunbar Project seeks to recover the facts and cultural conditions of that birth, including the regional network of black and white intellectuals and institutions who nurtured it, and to develop public programs that enable Americans of many ages and backgrounds to experience and appreciate a regional heritage of African-American creativity.

Dunbar’s history draws on regional themes in all five states of the Central Region.  Born in Dayton, Ohio, of former Kentucky slaves (his father escaped to Michigan), Dunbar joined black and white contemporaries experimenting with vernacular verse:  James D. Corrothers (Michigan), James Edwin Campbell (founding president of West Virginia State College), James Whitcomb Riley (Indiana).  In anticipation of the 2006 centennial of Dunbar’s death, we invite groups and individuals from around the region to join our project partners--including the National Park Service, the Ohio Historical Society’s Dunbar House, the National and Afro-American Museum and Cultural Center—over the next several years to develop, sponsor, and publicize locally-arranged musical performances, poetry slams. and contests, mount their own exhibits and host others that travel, and identify themes and materials that can be of use for K-12 teachers.  

The Dunbar Project boasts a distinguished advisory board of national and regional humanists, led by Shelley Fisher Fishkin (American Studies, Stanford U),  Ancella Bickley (WV, author of Memphis Tennessee Garrison:  The Remarkable Story of a Black Appalachian Woman [2001]), David Bradley (author of The Chaneysville Incident [1981]),  Joanne Braxton (American Studies & English, The Middle Passage Project, C of William and Mary), Elizabeth Engelhardt (Women’s Studies, West Virginia U); Dayton native Frances Smith Foster (English and Women’s Studies, Emory U), Henry Louis Gates, (Afro-American Studies, Harvard U), Kevin Gaines, (History & Afro-American Studies, U of Michigan), Wilma Gibbs (African-American History, Indiana Historical Society), CRHC Advisory Board member Philip Greasley (English & Dean of Extension Services, U of Kentucky, Gordon McKinney (Appalachian Studies, Appalachian Center & Museum, Berea College), Dean McWilliams (Richard Humanities & English, Ohio U), LaVerne Sci (Paul Laurence Dunbar State Memorial, Ohio Historical Society), and Richard Yarborough (English & Center for African American Studies, UCLA.   
This spring, we pursued a number of funding opportunities to support work on the Dunbar Project.   In April, we submitted a consultation grant proposal to the National Endowment for the Humanities.  The consultation grant will furnish seed money to engage consultants who will establish a schedule of academic events and public programs, performances, and exhibits between 2004-2006.  In May, we submitted a proposal to the Paul Robeson Fund for Independent Media for pre-production costs for a video documentary on Dunbar’s life and career.  You may download the proposals from the crhc website:  http://www.ohiou.edu/crhc/dunbar.html.  
We invite your group to develop its own Dunbar Project planning.  In addition, we welcome your ideas for publicizing the activities, increasing participation, and building support for the project.   Please contact Project Manager Jennifer Scott at jennifer.a.scott.1@ohio.edu.  
Web Crossing

Readers of Keeping Current who participated in the NEH-CRHC Planning Project will remember our 2001 conversations via Web Crossing, an online discussion tool that enables people to leave messages for one another within special topic-related areas.   We had hoped to sponsor a new series of online conversations this fall, based on current topics of interest to CRHC affiliated individuals and organizations, and to offer groups their own online private meeting spaces.  A survey distributed among our readership indicated some interest in these conversations.  Unfortunately, budgetary restrictions require us to suspend these plans for an indefinite period. We regret the need to withdraw these opportunities. 
New and Noteworthy 

West Virginia University Offers First Women’s Studies Major in the State
The Center for Women’s Studies at West Virginia University is pleased to announce that they have a new major in women’s studies.  This was approved by the West Virginia University Board of Governors in June so students can now earn a Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in women’s studies.  This is the only major in women’s studies in West Virginia.  For more information, contact Barbara Howe at barbara.howe@mail.wvu.edu.  

Continuing Tours and Exhibitions
The National Afro-American Museum and Cultural Center Announces Wilberforce:  A Community of Leadership and Learning

The National Afro-American Museum and Cultural Center in Wilberforce, Ohio is home to a new exhibit, “Wilberforce: A Community of Leadership and Learning.” The exhibit, which opened in May and will run through January, explores the creation of Wilberforce University, Payne Seminary, and Central University as well as the legacy of leadership in the southwestern Ohio community of Wilberforce. 

Wilberforce has a unique history that may be explored at the National Afro-American Museum and Cultural Center. The city was named for Sir William Wilberforce, a British anti-slavery crusader, who developed Wilberforce as an anti-slavery establishment. Daniel Payne purchased the property of Wilberforce University in 1863 for $10,000 under the auspices of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Wilberforce University is the first Black owned and operated university in the United States and Payne became the first Black college president in America. In 1894, the Payne Technological Seminary was incorporated as the first Black theological institution in America. Payne and established a legacy of Black leadership in Wilberforce.

The Afro-American Museum and Cultural Center in Wilberforce seeks to educate the public about African American history and culture from the African origins to the present. The city of Wilberforce, its educational institutions, and its people have long been an important force in African American leadership. 

The exhibit, “Wilberforce: A Community of Leadership and Learning,” will be on display until January and offers insight into the city’s rich Afro-American roots. The museum and cultural center, located at 1350 Brush Row Road in Wilberforce, Ohio are open daily to the public.   

The museum and cultural center are also home to a permanent exhibition titled, “From Victory to Freedom: Afro-American Life in the Fifties,” which explores African American experiences in American from 1945 to 1965.    

New Cincinnati Museum Center Exhibit Spotlights Little Miami River Valley
A new exhibit has just opened at the Cincinnati Museum Center, featuring interactive video tours of the ancient sites of the Little Miami River Valley in southwestern Ohio.  One of the main center of “Hopewell” culture, the Little Miami was home to several of the huge geometric enclosures, most notably the Turner Earthworks.  

Computer-animated reconstructions of the ancient sites are incorporated into video tours, along with stories of the lifeways of the ancient Ohioans and interpretations of their artistic and architectural achievements from multi-disciplinary and multi-cultural perspectives.  

The exhibit is the work of the Center for the Electronic Reconstruction of Historical and Archaeological Sites (CERHAS) at the University of Cincinnati, with funding from several sources, including the Ohio Humanities Council.  A similar exhibit is running at the “Mound City” Visitor Center in Chillicothe, Ohio (Hopewell Culture National Historical Park), featuring the sites of the middle Scioto River Valley.  For more information regarding this exhibit, contact Project Director John E. Hancock at hancocje@ucmail.uc.edu.  

Announcements

Appalachian Journal announces its latest issue, Winter -- Spring 2003.  Volume 30 (Numbers 2-3) features a major symposium on the “Signs of the Times,” an in-depth look at what the national media is saying about the Appalachian region.  Also featured in this issue are interviews with Dwight Billings and Ralph Stanley and the poetry of Bill Brown, Michael Chitwood, Pete Upham, Reba Vance, Kathryn Stripling Byer, and Bob Henry Baber.  For more information, visit the website at www.appjournal.appstate.edu.
The Intermuseum Conservation Association is celebrating its fiftieth anniversary this year.  A cooperative organization formed by museums and cultural heritage organizations to provide conservation services, it was previously located in the Allen Art Building at Oberlin College.  In February 2003, the ICA moved to its own building and now offers art storage facilities as well as art, paper, object, and textile conservation.  The new address is 2915 Detroit Avenue, Cleveland Ohio 44113.  Telephone:  216-658-8700, website: www.ica-artconservation.org.  

Janet Snyder has been promoted to Associate Professor in the division of Art at West Virginia University.  She is also participating in an NEH Summer Seminar for College and University Teachers, “St. Francis and the 13th Century” which will meet in Siena, Rome, and Assisi for six weeks.

Calls 
12th Ohio Appalachian Conference
Making Connections

September 14-15, 2003

The 12th (and last) Ohio Appalachian Conference sponsored by OSU South District Extension will take place on September 14 and 15, 2003 at the Elizabeth L. Evans Outdoor Recreation Center (Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp), about 8 miles northwest of Jackson, Ohio.  The theme for this year’s conference is “Making Connections.”  Visit the website for program and registration information at www.ag.ohio-state.edu/~south/.  For more information, contact Conference Coordinator Deanna L. Tribe, District Community Development Specialist, at 740-286-2177 or via e-mail at tribe.1@osu.edu.  

27th Annual Appalachian Studies Association Conference

Building a Healthy Region:  From Historical Trauma to Hope and Healing

March 26-28, 3004

For its 27th Annual Conference, the Appalachian Studies Association invites you to Cherokee, in the mountains of western North Carolina.  This year’s program continues the “Building a Healthy Region” theme of last year’s ASA conference in Kentucky.  In Cherokee we will have a chance to learn about the impact of history in this particular part of Appalachia, from the Trail of Tears through the cutting of the forests; the building of TVA lakes; and the taking of land for parks, forests, and tourism.  We will also hear about how communities are regaining control of their lives, health, economies, and the ways in which people relate to the land.  

Central themes for this conference will explore regional development in:

· Health 

· Environment and land use

· Local economies

· Education

· Politics and policy-making

· Cultural traditions

To submit a proposal, provide a cover sheet including title of your presentation or activity; names of all participants, their roles and contact information (mailing and e-mail addresses, telephone and fax numbers); and brief biographical sketch of each participant.  Twelve copies of a one-page abstract of your presentation, with names of presenters, and a list of needs of your presentation or session must also be included.  Proposals must be submitted by October 3, 2003 to:

Dr. Tom Plaut, Center for Assessment and Research Alliances

Mars Hill College

Box 6711

Mars Hill, NC 28754

For more information, contact Carol Boggess at 828-689-1189 or via e-mail at cboggess@mhc.edu or Tom Plaut at tplaut@tplaut.mhc.edu.  

Regional Humanities Initiatives and Projects

The Wapakoneta, Ohio-based Wallpaper Project continues a forty-community tour of the state with it oral history performance, From Here: A Century of Voices from Ohio.  The original play and support programs are based entirely upon oral histories with some 800 Ohioans.  The project is supported by the Ohio Humanities Council and the Ohio Arts Council and is featured in the July issues of Humanities, published by the National Endowment for Humanities.  For more information about the tour, see www.wallpaperproject.org.  

The Center for Women’s Studies at West Virginia University and FACDIS (Faculty and Course Development in International Studies) are in the final stages of our NEH-funded focus grant on women in Islam.  The Center has 15 faculty from around the state who are participating in the project, and they were at WVU for a week-long seminar in the first week of June, culminating with a trip to Washington, D.C. They are now working on modules to include in their courses and will be gathering again in early November in Morgantown to conclude that project.  For more information, contact Barbara Howe at barbara.howe@mail.wvu.edu.  

Upcoming Events

Emory and Henry College’s 22nd Annual Literary Festival 
October 23-24, 2003

Emory and Henry College will honor poet and fiction writer Ron Rash at the college’s 22nd annual literary festival on October 23-24, 2003.  Events will begin at 2:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 23, with two papers about Ron’s work one by novelist Silas House and one by Newt Smith of Western Carolina University.  Ron will read from his work at 8:00 p.m.  The Friday events will begin again at 2:30 p.m. with a paper on Ron’s poetry by Tim Peeler of Hickory, North Carolina.  Joyce Compton Brown, one of Ron’s teachers at Gardner-Webb College, will conduct a public interview with Ron at 3:30 p.m.  All events are free, and the public is encouraged to attend.  For more information, contact John Lang, Professor of English at jdlang@ehc.edu.  
CRHC Staff

Co-Directors

Dr. Joseph W. Slade
slade@ohiou.edu

Dr. Judith Yaross Lee
leej@ohiou.edu
Administrative Associate

Diana Glaizer
glaizer@ohio.edu
Interns and Research Associates

Jennifer Scott, Dunbar Project Manager

Jennifer.a.scott.1@ohio.edu

Brian Croft, REACH Assistant

Bc324900@ohio.edu
About Keeping Current
Keeping Current is the official newsletter of the Central Region Humanities Center.  The newsletter supports the center’s mission of circulating news and information on research, education, and public programs on regional culture in the Central Region.  All material should be addressed to:
Central Region Humanities Center

Attn:  Editor, Keeping Current
203 Technology and Enterprise Building (Bldg. 20)

The Ridges
Ohio University
Athens, OH 45701
(740) 593-4602
E-mail: crhc@www.ohiou.edu
Keeping Current





Central Region Humanities Center 











