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Mission: The Central Region Humanities Center (CRHC) at Ohio University aims to create lifelong audiences for the humanities in Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, and West Virginia, and to serve students, teachers, scholars, and the general public.  In exploring human experiences in our region, we seek to understand literature and history, popular and material culture in local and regional communities, institutions, and organizations.  Designated a regional center through a competition sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities, the CRHC acts as a clearinghouse, linking resources with audiences who seek to enjoy, study, interpret, and preserve them.  

Keeping Current seeks to circulate news and information on research, education, and public programs on regional culture in the Central Region.  Send your news to crhc@www.ohiou.edu
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1. Funding

The CRHC gratefully acknowledges the generosity of Mrs. Elizabeth Stocker, longtime friend of Ohio University, for her gift of $100,000 to the CRHC endowment. Mrs. Stocker’s contribution helps the CRHC fulfill its scheduled annual required funding matches of the 2001 challenge grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

2. Regional Inventory & Calendar
Graduate and undergraduate students working at the CRHC are preparing a variety of materials on regional resources for use by individuals and organizations. Among these is a fully searchable database of regional academic programs, research collections, and organizations to replace the primitive Humanities Inventory (version 1.0) on our website http://www.ohiou.edu/crhc. The present Excel format opens very slowly (especially when accessed via modem) and allows only one type of search at a time, but in its mature form the database will not only provide details on organizational locations, contact information, websites, and hours, but also contain a calendar of events related to local and regional culture. Anyone will be able to enter information about upcoming events, which will be checked for regional relevance and uploaded into the database by our staff so that CRHC website users may search for information in a variety of ways.  

We are therefore updating the old inventory in order to ensure up-to-date information. A request for updates went out earlier this year, but some responses were unfortunately lost in the electronic version of a dead letter box. We ask your help in verifying your organization’s entry when we send out new requests by email and post over the next few weeks.   

Entries may be added to the inventory by clicking a link for errors and updates on the inventory page. We especially welcome additions to the 900 regional collections already identified.  

3. Regional Oral Histories Online
Independent radio producer Sandra Sleight-Brennan is moving her award-winning documentary of early 20th Century life in Southwestern Ohio, Countdown to Millennium, to the CRHC website, where it will become the cornerstone of the Southeast Ohio Oral History Archive. A key feature of the archive will be the online delivery of oral histories in RealAudio and other digital audio formats, which will enable scholars to study not only social history, but also personal narrative, language variation, the performance of identity, and other topics related to oral storytelling. When the archive goes live later this spring, the CRHC will ask for suggestions for other sites to list as links and solicit other audio oral histories to add to a site that will eventually include narratives from our entire region.  

4. The Return of Web Crossing
Our online meeting space, Web Crossing, will return this spring and summer to provide new opportunities for individuals and groups to exchange information and build community. For those who did not participate in our online discussions during the CRHC Planning Project, Web Crossing is an online tool that allows people to leave messages for each other on a website and thus to sustain a discussion among many participants who are not available at the same time.  Participants may post attachments, including audio and video files, in addition to their messages, and they may arrange for their pictures to show next to the comments they write. People may add comments to any part of a discussion and thus respond to older topics as well as more recent ones.

We will be conducting an online survey this spring to identify topics of greatest interest and groups who need their own spaces. Right now our plans are to provide ten-day discussions on various topics (e.g., “Local/Regional History & Service Learning,” “Heritage Tourism,” “Issues in Regional Native American Culture”) and special meeting spaces for groups that want to communicate on a regular, ongoing basis. These discussions will replace the thematic roundtables and administrative task forces that “met” on Web Crossing to help plan the Center in 2000-2001, except in cases where groups seek to continue. An online “receptionist” will take inquiries about the CRHC and requests for Web Crossing passwords in the common space we call the Pavilion, where reports from the planning project are still posted along with other announcements.  

If you’d like to visit the old discussions during this interim period, access the Web Crossing Gateway via the CRHC homepage, http://www.ohiou.edu/crhc. Click the “Guest Access” button, and then choose a roundtable or task force from one of the dropdown boxes at the top of the page.  You may visit any space as a guest, but only registered users may post messages in discussions. We will invite registrations from new and previous users later this spring, after we reconfigure the space.  
5. “Ohio and the World: A Bicentennial Lecture Series” 

As part of the statewide program, “Ohio and the World: A Bicentennial Lecture Series,” The CRHC is pleased to welcome distinguished historian Herbert B. Asher to speak on May 22 at Ohio University. Dr. Asher is Professor Emeritus of Political Science and Counselor to the University President at the Ohio State University and is also the author of several books. 

A prolific scholar and highly regarded teacher, Dr. Asher will address how Ohio has managed the opportunities and challenges presented by a transition from a traditional to a new economy. He will also examine the role of Ohio’s political and economic leadership in the building of a new Ohio. 

The CRHC is the local sponsor of the Athens event, in cooperation with the Political Communication program and the Department of Political Science at Ohio University. The statewide program, coordinated by the Ohio Humanities Council and the Ohio State University, with support from the Ohio Bicentennial Commission, will feature a series of eight lectures that will profile Ohio from before statehood to its bicentennial. In addition to the statewide venues, the lectures will be accessible on the web and The Ohio State University Press will publish a book of the lectures.

The CRHC sponsored events in Athens, which will feature Herbert Asher’s speech, “A Changing Society: The New World Economy, Energy, Globalization,” will be held at Ohio University on May 22 at 7:45 p.m. The lecture is free and open the public is welcome. Please join us!      
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6. CSEGA Wins NEH Challenge Grant 

Congratulations to our friends at Marshall University and the Appalachian Studies Association! The Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Gender in Appalachia (CSEGA) at Marshall University, in collaboration with the Appalachian Studies Association (ASA), has been awarded a National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Challenge Grant to further public understanding of gender and ethnicity in Appalachia through research and scholarship. The grant builds upon CSEGA’s two prior Rockefeller Foundation awards for humanities scholars. Marshall University was one of four universities nationwide to win an NEH challenge grant in December 2002. The challenge requires Marshall to raise $1.5 million to match the NEH contribution of $500,000 that will provide a total of $2 million in support of teaching and scholarship in Appalachian studies and service to the Appalachian studies community.  

Funding will establish a Distinguished Chair in Ethnicity and Gender in Appalachia and three post-doctoral fellowships in Appalachian Ethnicity and Gender. Gifts to the challenge grant will also provide 20 scholarships for K-12 humanities teachers for the Summer Conference in Diversity in Appalachia. The grant enables CSEGA & ASA to collaborate on an interdisciplinary combination of scholarship and programming, ensuring the scholarship produced will reach a broad spectrum of faculty, students, and community professionals who are concerned with Appalachian culture and social life. 


Established in 1996, CSEGA operates under the aegis of the College of Liberal Arts at Marshall University and is directed by Dr. Lynda Ann Ewen and Dr. Shirley Lumpkin, who are both active in Appalachian studies. Dr. Ewen, who directed Marshall’s Oral History of Appalachia Program from 1995 to 2000, is founder of CSEGA and professor of sociology; she teaches courses in sex and gender, feminist social theory, race and ethnicity, and the sociology of Appalachia.  Her books of interest to the CRHC community include Corporate Power and Urban Crisis in Detroit (Princeton, 1978) and, most recently, with Ancella R. Bickley, Memphis Tennessee Garrison: The Remarkable Story of a Black Appalachian Woman. Dr. Ewen is also editor of the Ohio University Press series titled Ethnicity and Gender in Appalachia.

ASA, a multidisciplinary organization of scholars, artists, administrators, and activists concerned with Appalachian culture and social life, moved from Appalachian State University to Marshall University because of Marshall’s geographic location, CSEGA’s outstanding contributions to Appalachian Studies scholarship, and Marshall’s enthusiasm for and commitment to Appalachian Studies. Among the university’s unique qualifications to house both ASA and CSEGA is a student population that is over 92% Appalachian.    

We are doubly delighted about CSEGA and ASA’s success in the NEH grant process because of our close ties with both groups.  Lynda Ann was a leader in the NEH-CRHC Planning Project and is a member of the CRHC Advisory Board. In addition, the CRHC has agreed to host the ASA’s annual conference at Ohio University in 2006.


For further information about CSEGA and its programs, please visit http://www.marshall.edu/csega/ or call (304) 696-3348. 
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7. Great Lakes American Studies Association and the Ohio University Press Book Award (deadline: July 15)

The Great Lakes American Studies Association (GLASA) and Ohio University Press are pleased to announce the Great Lakes American Studies Book Award.  They are soliciting book-length manuscripts concerning any aspect of American Studies that examines the Great Lakes region, either as a whole or in part, or one or more of the Great Lakes states.

The winning manuscript will be published by Ohio University Press.  Proposals to be considered for the 2004 award must be received no later than July 15, 2003.  The award is open to all scholars engaged in relevant research. For more details go to http://www.ohiou.edu/glasa/bookprize.html.

8. Call for Papers: Association of African American Museums Annual Conference (deadline: March 30) 

The AAAM invites proposals for papers and presentations for its 2003 annual conference, to be held August 20- 23 in Chattanooga, Tennessee. This year’s theme is “Reshaping the Cultural Landscape of American History.” Proposals related to exploring methods/approaches of teaching and learning about African American history and culture and how these methods can be utilized in future museum, fine arts, and educational programs are sought. Applicants from a variety of disciplines are invited, including museums, historical societies, academic institutions, archives, media professionals, libraries, associations, galleries, and independent artists or historians. Proposal deadline is March 30. For application information, please email William Billingsley at wbillingsley@ohiohistory.org or write to:

AAAM Conference Program Committee

P.O. Box 427

Wilberforce, Ohio 45384

Fax: (937) 376-2007
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9. 26th Annual Appalachian Studies Conference, March 28- 30
This year’s conference theme, “Building a Healthy Region: Environment, Culture, Community,” will be examined in a variety of insightful ways in the program, which will be held at Eastern Kentucky University. Papers and sessions on the environment, communities, individual physical and mental health, and the social and economic condition of Appalachia offer new insights and opportunities for action. In addition, the conference will include two major photographic exhibits, films, poetry, posters, roundtables, stories, videos, good food, and an outstanding book exhibit area. For more information go to www.appalachianstudies.org.

10. Applications Available for OAHSM’s 3rd Annual Oral History Institute (deadline: April 30)

This year’s Oral History Institute, sponsored by the Ohio Association of Historical Societies and Museums will be held June 10-12, 2003 at Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio. Participants will learn and practice all aspects of the work of the oral historian. Admission to the Oral History Institute is open to paid staff and dedicated volunteers from local historical organizations, libraries, schools, and colleges and universities who have little formal training in oral history, but who have serious interest about using oral history in their communities, organizations, and classrooms. The fee for the workshop is $100.00 per person and includes two overnight room stays, six meals, and all workshop materials. The Ohio Humanities Council is making available 5 scholarships to the Institute for those who have compelling projects planned, but for whom the fee is barrier for participating. For an application form, email or call OAHSM at 1-800-858-6878 or oahsm@ohiohistory.org. Application deadline is April 30.

11. OSU to Host Summer Institute, “African American and Appalachian Folklore in the Classroom” 
Patrick Mullen (Center for Folklore Studies, The Ohio State University) and Cynthia Tyson (Teaching and Learning, The Ohio State University) have received a grant from the Ohio Humanities Council for their Summer Teachers Institute, “African American and Appalachian Folklore in the Classroom.” The Institute will be held at the OSU African American and African Studies Community Extension Center in Columbus and administered by Program Coordinator Carla Wilks and Director Georgina Dodge. For further information regarding the Institute, please email Carla Wilks at wilks.1@osu.edu.

12. Qualia: A Conference on Gay Folkways, May 9-11

Announcing the inaugural multidisciplinary Qualia: A Conference on Gay Folkways, with support from the Center for Folklore Studies at The Ohio State University, Columbus State Community College, GLBT Student Services at the Ohio State University, and the Ohio Folklore Society. The conference will be held May 9- 11, on the campus of Columbus State Community College, Columbus, Ohio. For further information regarding this event, please contact:

Mick Weems

Conference Coordinator

2827 Charing Rd. D,

Columbus, Ohio 43221

(614) 486-6920

mickeyweems@yahoo.com
13. The Historical Society of Michigan to Hold Conference June 20- 22 and Workshops
 The Historical Society of Michigan is pleased to announce the 54th Annual Upper Peninsula History Conference. The conference is scheduled for June 20-22 and will be held in Cedarville, Michigan. The Historical Society of Michigan will also hold three workshops, titled “Basic Archival Skills for Historical Societies, Churches and Other Organizations,” “ Historic Books: How to Identify, Mend, Collect, and Care for Valuable Volumes,” and “How to Successfully Publish Your History Book.” These workshops will be held this spring. For more information, including workshop descriptions, dates, and registration materials, please see http://www.hsmichigan.org
14. The American Studies Association Meeting, October 16-19 

The American Studies Association will hold their annual meeting October 16-19 in Hartford, Connecticut. This year’s theme is “Violence and Belonging.” For more information, or to request a registration form, please email asastaff@theasa.net
15. MAASA/GLASA Conference, April 11-12 (deadline: March 21)

This year’s joint conference of the Great Lakes and Mid-America regional chapters of the American Studies Association Conference will be held April 11-12 at the University of Iowa in Iowa City. Programming includes panel discussions with topics ranging from Americanization abroad to feminism in twentieth-century popular culture. Members’ meeting will be held the last day of the conference, Saturday, April 12. 

The pre-registration deadline for the conference is March 21. Registrations postmarked after that date will be charged late registration fees. The pre-registration cost for MAASA/GLASA members is $80. This includes two continental breakfasts and Saturday luncheon. Hotel reservations may be made directly with the Iowa House Hotel, which is connected to the conference site. To register, please visit the website: http://www.uiowa.edu/~confinst
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16. FAVA’s Bicentennial Exhibition, “Western Reserve Quilts as Cultural Documents,” May 11- August 2

Firelands Association for the Visual Arts (FAVA) will hold an exhibition that explores the role of quilts as cultural documents that reflect the diverse culture of the Western Reserve, past and present.  This region of northeastern Ohio begins at the Ohio-Pennsylvania border and continues west for 120 miles. The Western Reserve was “reserved” by Connecticut, when the state ceded other lands in New York and Pennsylvania. 

The quilts on exhibit are reflections of the diverse cultures in the Western Reserve in the past and today. Some quilts record families, while others depict the histories in the towns in which they were made. The themes of the quilts depict the Western Reserve as far back as the 1860s. Modern quilts, including one that honors the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, will also be on exhibit. For exhibition hours, call FAVA at (440) 774-7158 or e-mail favagallery@oberlin.net.

17. The Wallpaper Project Presents, “From Here: A Century of Voices from Ohio”

The stories of hundreds of Ohioans have become the text for an original play, adapted by Cleveland playwright Eric Coble. A team of historians and professional theater personnel work with local partners in presenting staged readings as well as other arts and humanities programming. The play will tour three-dozen communities throughout Ohio from March through December of this year. Admission is free or by donation. For more information, go to www.wallpaperproject.org/projectsframe.htm
18. Turner Dodge House Celebrates 100th Anniversary

The Turner-Dodge House is celebrating the 100th anniversary of the house’s renovation. The home, built at the end of the Victorian era, has recently been restored. The Turner-Dodge House & Heritage Center was once the home of prominent Michigan families who helped establish Lansing as the capitol city and the classical revival house on the National Register of Historic Places. The house is a cultural center and hosts dinner theaters, weddings, teas, an Old Fashioned Family Christmas, children’s birthday parties, tours, and special city events. The house has regular visitor hours Wednesday through Saturday, from 1- 4 p.m., May through October. For more information, please contact Curator Liz Homer at (517) 483-4220.

19. The Contemporary Arts Center Seeks Shrine Builders (deadline: March 24)

The Contemporary Arts Center in Cincinnati invites community participants to contribute “shrines” for its inaugural exhibition, “Somewhere Better Than This Place: Alternative Social Experience in the Spaces of Contemporary Art.” For the exhibition, Taiwanese artist Lee Mingwei invites members of the tri-state area to create actual shrines to the individuals or institutions they most honor. Any interested persons may write a letter to the artist describing the shrine and the reason the enshrined was chosen. Interested individuals should write or email the artist by March 24.

Lee Mingwei

Care of: Thom Collins, Senior Curator

Contemporary Arts Center

115 East Fifth Street

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-3998

Sr-curator@cacmail.org
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20. Jack Wright Accepts Position as NEH Appalachian Chair
Jack Wright is the National Endowment for the Humanities Appalachian Chair at Berea College for the 2002-03 academic year. Wright is currently on leave from Ohio University, where he is an assistant professor in the School of Film. 

As an NEH professor, Wright is researching documentary films that relate to Appalachia and teaching courses on the region’s culture and music through Berea’s Appalachian Center.

Wright is a founding member of Appalshop, a media arts center in Whitesburg, Kentucky, where he worked extensively in documentary film and radio production. He has twice received fellowship from the Ohio Arts Council for critical writing about Appalachian film, video, and photography.

21. Grants Awarded to Dennos Museum and Central Michigan University
The Michigan Humanities Council has awarded $28,985 in grants for two different historical and cultural projects in Michigan. 

The Dennos Museum Center at Northwestern Michigan College (Traverse City) has been awarded a $13,985 Public Humanities Development grant to support a traveling exhibition titled “Pursuits and Pleasures: Baroque Paintings from the Detroit Institute of Arts.”  The exhibit will showcase some of Detroit Institute of Arts’ finest 17th and 18th century paintings.

The College of Communication and Fine Arts at Central Michigan University has been awarded a $15,000 Local Network Grant to Host “Michigan Story Festival: Story Wheel” in Mt Pleasanton October 17-18. The festival is a civic engagement partnership between Central Michigan University, the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, and the Mount Pleasant Community.  The festival will include a mural (and discussion seminar) designed by local artists and students; a national scholar and a variety of regional artists who will share stories and give instruction; and intergenerational and intercultural storyteller workshops. 

For more information on these projects, including dates and locations, go to http://www.michiganhumanities.org/projects/centurynov02.htm
22. Susan Sleeper-Smith Receives Fellowship

Susan Sleeper-Smith, Associate Professor of History at Michigan State University, spent part of her 2002 spring sabbatical in England working on a research project entitled “Reinventing Nineteenth-Century Indians: Museums, Anthropologists, and the Popular Imagination.” Her work primarily focused on the archives of the British Museum, the Ashmolean, and the Pitt Rivers Museum. After her return to the U.S., she received a full-year research fellowship at the Newberry Library in Chicago for the 2002-2003 academic year.  

23. Kentucky Historical Project Receives Grant

A partnership of Harlan Independent Schools, the Kentucky Historical Society, the University of Kentucky (History and Education Departments), the Kentucky Heritage Council, the Kentucky Department of Education, and the Kentucky Virtual University received $942,000 under the U.S. Department of Education’s Teaching American History program. The project, managed by the Kentucky Historical Society, enables 45 social studies and humanities teachers to participate in seminars and projects to improve content knowledge in American history and introduce new ways of teaching it. The program places special emphasis on state and local history as a tool for garnering student interest in American history.

24. CRHC’s Jennifer Herrick Awarded  

Jennifer Herrick, Pathseeker Research Apprentice at the Central Region Humanities Center, received the Ford Motor Company/Golden Key Undergraduate Award at Ohio University, where she is a junior in the Honors Tutorial College and School of Interpersonal Communication. Only one junior and one senior from among 350 students were chosen for this honor. Herrick is a member of Lambda Pi Eta, (the National Communication Association Honor Society), as well as leadership society Delta Kappa, and Ohio University’s forensics team. She hopes to someday be a professional speechwriter. 

25. Raven Hill Discovery Center Awarded MCACA Grant
Raven Hill Discovery Center, in East Jordan, Michigan, has been awarded a grant from the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs (MCACA) for a third year. The organization is a regional science and technology center as well as a historical center and center for the arts. The grant is designed to support innovative projects that explore the relationship between science and culture. Raven Hill must raise $43,600 to match the two-to-one MCACA grant. The grant’s components include collaborating with local artists to design exhibits that illustrate science, history, and art; hosting four invitational weeks, where middle school and high school students will create artwork related to the connections of history, science, and art; and providing summer workshops in sculpture, quillwork, paper, woodworking, and blacksmithing. For more information about Raven Hill, please contact Cheri Leach at (231) 536-3369.
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26. Ohio’s Hill Country Heritage Area Update

Ohio’s Hill Country Heritage Area is a regional non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation and appropriate development of the cultural, natural, economic, and recreational resources of Appalachian Ohio. OHCHA provides networking opportunities to individuals and groups interested in sustainable heritage development. For more information go to www.ohiohillcountry.org/news/index.html
27. Detroit’s Heidelberg Project

In 2003 the Detroit community restoration program shifts into high gear as a project-owned property is transformed into a community resource center featuring a children's gallery, visiting artist studio, library and office space. The exterior of the center will be covered with pennies.  Artists, children, and those interested are invited to share in the creation of "The House that Makes Sense.”  This renovation is the first step toward establishing a permanent cultural center in one of Detroit's forgotten neighborhoods. For more information, go to www.heidelberg.org.

28. The Marygrove College Institute for Detroit Studies Developing Internet Resources

The Marygrove College Institute for Detroit Studies received a $10,000 partnership award from SBC Ameritech to develop two new Internet reference sources including a bibliography of scholarly works about twentieth century Detroit and a literary map of the Detroit metropolitan region. Professors Thomas Klug and Frank Rashid will be directing these projects.

29. The Michigan State University to Digitize Library Holdings 

The Michigan State University Libraries received a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services for “The Making of Modern Michigan,” a two-year project that will establish the infrastructure to allow smaller libraries to digitize their holdings, many relating to local history, to a statewide digital collection in Michigan history. Project partners include the Library of Michigan, the Michigan Library Consortium, and five public and academic libraries, which will operate regional digitization centers throughout the state. More information is available at http://mmm.lib.msu.edu
30. Purdue University and Tippecanoe County Historical Association Collaborative Project 

Purdue University and Tippecanoe County Historical Association are pleased to announce their collaboration for a new project, titled “Making History: Partnerships in Archival Preservation and Pedagogy.” This project engages innovations in the theory and methods of archival research and brings these new approaches to the humanities classroom. Efforts are geared toward the rediscovery of neglected texts and toward the increased awareness of local archives, which are often invisible. The project addresses the pedagogical and institutional concerns of archival collection, preservation, dissemination, and study, specifically focusing on the history, literature, and culture of Tippecanoe County and Purdue University. During the tenure of the grant, the focus will be the creation of new university courses and to introduce students and community members to the university and community archives.
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31. Bicentennial Edition of OAHSM’s Directory Historical Organizations Available

The Ohio Association of Historical Societies & Museums (OAHSM), a statewide service organization that seeks to assist local historical societies in Ohio, has made available its bicentennial edition of the directory Historical Organizations in Ohio. The seventh edition of the directory includes every historical organization in Ohio, encompassing historical associations, historical museums and sites, historic preservation groups, archives, and genealogical societies. All listings include complete descriptions of the organization and appropriate contact information. The cost for a directory is $23 for OAHSM members and $28 for non-members. To order your copy or to receive information about joining OAHSM, please contact The Local History Office of the Ohio Historical Society at 1-800-858-6878 or via email at oahsm@ohiohistory.org.
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Jennifer Herrick, Pathseeker Research Apprentice

ouspeecher@yahoo.com
Jennifer Scott, Dunbar Project Coordinator

jenniferscott@frognet.net
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