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Mission: The Central Region Humanities Center (CRHC) at Ohio University aims to create lifelong audiences for the humanities in Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, and West Virginia, and to serve students, teachers, scholars, and the general public.  In exploring human experiences in our region, we seek to understand literature and history, popular and material culture in local and regional communities, institutions, and organizations.  Designated a regional center through a competition sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities, the CRHC acts as a clearinghouse, linking resources with audiences who seek to enjoy, study, interpret, and preserve them.  

Keeping Current seeks to circulate news and information on research, education, and public programs on regional culture in the Central Region.  Send your news to crhc@www.ohiou.edu.

Central Region Humanities Center

203 Technology and Enterprise Building (Bldg. 20)
The Ridges
Ohio University
Athens, OH 45701
(740) 593-4602
crhc@www.ohiou.edu
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1. 1804 Fund Supports Central Region Humanities Center Initiative

Professor Joseph Slade and Professor Judith Yaross Lee will use a grant from Ohio University’s 1804 Fund to develop the Regional Electronic Assistance Center for the Humanities (REACH) at the CRHC.  

When fully developed, REACH will provide assistance to regional scholars, humanities organizations, and educators in search of funding and partnership opportunities. 

REACH was proposed by participants in the NEH-CRHC Planning Project and a center piece of the CRHC’s successful implementation proposal.  The grant from the 1804 Fund will train students to help link regional humanities researchers and resources, using a database of individuals, organizations, and humanities collections. As envisioned by CRHC planners, the database will give access to potential mentors for small organizations that would otherwise lack contact.
As the arm of the CRHC that provides outreach and assistance to scholars and organizations working on regional culture, REACH is central to the CRHC's mission of service.  Students working in REACH are committed to learning about the culture of the NEH Central Region and interested in career opportunities for humanities professionals.

2. Regional Center Directors Meet, Plan Programs, Establish Coalition
Directors of seven of the nine NEH-designated regional humanities centers met at Tulane University, home of the Deep South Regional Humanities Center, July 18-19,2002, to discuss collaborative programming, funding initiatives, and other matters of common interest.  Several centers presented projects-in-progress as possibilities for national collaboration.  The Plains Alliance (U of Nebraska) proposed a national symposium on regionalism and regional culture.  The CRHC demonstrated a prototype of Pathseeker:  The Hypertextual Atlas of the Central Region, developed by incorporating our inventory of regional humanities resources into a geographical information system (GIS) in order to create a tool for regional--and national--planning and research; Pathseeker can encompass a calendar of events as well as cultural data.  The Deep South Region reviewed its recent anniversary symposium on the Freedom Riders and plans for a multilingual multimedia work on the Louisiana Purchase.   

The directors voted to establish the National Consortium of Regional Humanities Centers (NCORC) to serve as a coordinating body for collaborative projects.  Leadership will rotate among the centers, with Sylvia Frye (Deep South) serving as the first president, Sue Rosowski (Plains) and another member TBA serving as Executive Committee members. 

3. CRHC Receives Gift from John and Elizabeth Drinko
Thanks to a generous gift from long-time Ohio University friends John and Elizabeth Drinko of Cleveland, the CRHC was able to certify receipt of its first 1:1 match for the NEH Regional Humanities Center Implementation Challenge Grant.  Matching funds, administered by the Ohio University, will support the CRHC endowment, guaranteeing in perpetuity CRHC programs for the study of regional culture.  The CRHC is grateful to the Drinko’s for their confidence in our plans.  Donations to the CRHC are being coordinated by Ohio University’s Office of Development under the leadership of Leonard Raley, Vice President for University Advancement (http://www.ohiou.edu/campaign/giving.html).  

4. REACH Staff

Jean Andrews was awarded the first REACH Graduate Research Associate position this year at the CRHC.  Jean received her Bachelor’s of Science degree from the University of California at Berkeley where she also worked at the University Botanical garden as an Assistant Museum Scientist.  She is currently enrolled in a Master’s of Science program in Environmental Studies at Ohio University.  Her interests include regional planning and heritage tourism in Appalachia.
Brian Croft, an Ohio University undergraduate from Sugar Grove, Ohio, is working in REACH under the university’s Program to Aid Career Exploration (PACE).  Brian is an organizational communication major who expects to graduate in 2004.  Through the PACE program, he hopes to gain valuable experience with this internship-like position.
REACH staff are presently engaged in training, development of reference materials, and expansion of CRHC databases.  They will be available for consultation via telephone, email, and Web Crossing later in 2002-03.  
5. The Future of Web Crossing

Readers of Keeping Current who participated in the NEH-CRHC Planning Project will remember our 2001 conversations via Web Crossing, an online discussion tool that enables people to leave messages for one another within special topic-related areas.  The CRHC continues to operate Web Crossing as a discussion space, and is planning a redesign this winter to serve our needs as an operational center.  We envision Web Crossing less as a fancy listserv than as an online meeting space:  a place for CRHC committees and other regional groups to collaborate on projects and a site for online conferences (of limited duration).  If you have ideas for Web Crossing conference topics, or if you belong to a group that would like a meeting “room” on Web Crossing, please contact REACH staff Jean Andrews or Brian Croft (email:  mailto:crhc@www.ohiou.edu).    
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6. The Women of Appalachia Fourth Annual National Conference: Their Heritage and Accomplishments 

IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO REGISTER!

October 24, 25, and 26, 2002

Ohio University Zanesville

Featuring:

*Social Work/Counselor CEU's *Lenore McComas Coberly

*Juried Appalachian Art Show *Reel World String Band

*Published Proceedings *Awiakta

*Panel Discussion with Featured *Anne Lewis

*Speakers *Back Door Theatre presents a dramatized

*Receptions with Artists/Authors poetry reading:

*Concurrent sessions on Art, Music, "Blind Horse: An Appalachian Migration" 
*Literature, and Social Issues

For more information go to www.zanesville.ohiou.edu/ce/wac/appalwomen.htm
or email ouzconted@ohio.edu.

7. Call for Artists: Regional Art Exhibition: 280/PARAMETERS
September 20, 2003 – January 4, 2004

Since 1953, the Huntington Museum of Art has been committed to providing artists in this region a consistent venue for having their work exhibited in a professional setting alongside works of their peers, and having their work viewed by important, nationally known figures in the art world. Originally, the exhibit began with the eligibility reaching out to artists living in an 80-mile radius of Huntington, then went to 180-mile radius, then 280, with alternating years presenting “on-the-wall” (2-dimensional) works, and “off-the-wall” (3-dimensional) works.


After a six-year hiatus, Exhibition 280/PARAMETERS returns to the Huntington Museum of Art. This time, it will be open to all media, and the radius has changed once again, this time not in miles, but in states. The exhibition will be open to artists eighteen years and older who reside in West Virginia, and all the states that border West Virginia, which includes Ohio, Kentucky, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Maryland. Juror for this year’s exhibition will be Peter Plagens, Art Critic for Newsweek magazine. The Prospectus for the exhibition will be available in January 2003. If you are interested in receiving a prospectus, please send a SASE (standard business size) to:

Exhibition 280/PARAMETERS

Huntington Museum of Art

2033 McCoy Road

Huntington, WV  25701

8. Black Women’s Studies and the Academy

Thursday, February 27 – Saturday, March 1, 2003

Purdue University’s Black Cultural Center

The symposium will provide an opportunity for scholars, faculty, students, professionals and other researchers to trace the development of Black women’s studies as a discipline; discuss theory, pedagogy and epistemology as related to the study of Black women; and consider issues of institutionalization and canonization.  The symposium will also provide a forum for scholars to consider critical issues facing Black women and explore possibilities of a collective research agenda toward effecting positive social change.  For more information contact Dorothy Ann Washington, Coordinator, 765-494-3093 or dwashin2@purdue.edu.

9. 26th Annual Appalachian Studies Conference: “Building A Healthy Region: Environment, Culture, Community”
Eastern Kentucky University's Perkins Building
Richmond, Kentucky 
March 28-30, 2003

Call For Papers:  Presentations for 2003 are especially sought on those traditions, policies, and programs that conserve, sustain, and enrich those elements of mountain communities, cultures, and environments that are already identified or need to be explored and explained for the first time. Next year, we hope that presentations will feature reports and analyses that focus on the growing diversity of Appalachia and the need to provide innovative ways to assist communities, cultures, and our environment to achieve a healthier life for the entire region. Citizen's groups, professionals, and academics who are concerned with physical and mental health, ecological systems, social groups, cultural organizations and performers, and educational systems of the mountain region are especially urged to participate.  For more information go to: 
http://www.appalachianstudies.org/2003-conf/index.htm?1010729436
10. The Sixth Biennial Conference of the Center for Working-Class Studies: Intersections With Race, Gender, and Sexuality

May 14-17, 2003, Youngstown , Ohio

Proposals are invited from students, workers, faculty, organizers, and activists in all fields, from literature to geography, history to filmmaking, union organizing to neighborhood activism. Papers, performances, film showings, roundtables, and presentations of all kinds are welcome, as are proposals for 3-hour interactive workshops and field trips, which will be scheduled for Saturday morning.  

Areas of exploration include literature of and by the working class; history; material and popular culture; current workplace issues; geography and landscape; journalism; sociology and economics; union organizing and practice; museum studies; the arts; multiculturalism; ethnography, biography, autobiography; pedagogy; and personal narratives of work. 

Presenters should describe their projects with suggested presentation format (panel, roundtable, reading, workshop, etc.). Proposals should be no longer than 1 page and must be received by January 2, 2003. Address written correspondence to John Russo, Biennial Conference, Center for Working-Class Studies, Youngstown State University, Youngstown, Ohio 44555. Fax or e-mail inquiries should be sent to Sherry Linkon at (330) 941-4622 and sjlinkon@cc.ysu.edu.

Visit the website at: http://www.as.ysu.edu/~cwcs/cfps.html
11. Charles Chesnutt Association (CCA) Presentation
The CCA is organizing a program on “Performance and Performativity in Charles Chesnutt” to be presented at the American Literature Association Annual Conference in Cambridge, MA on May 22-25.  Anyone wishing to present a 20 minute paper or performance should contact Dean McWilliams, English Department, Ohio University, Athens 45701, or at mcwillia@ohiou.edu.


12. North American Society for Sport History

The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, May 23-26, 2003

Linda Borish, CRHC Board Member and Associate Professor of History, Western Michigan University, invites proposals for a session on “Sport History and the Central Region Humanities Center: Projects, Publications, and Prospects in American Sporting  Cultures and Places."  Proposals for papers or roundtable discussion topics are equally welcome.  Co-Chairs/ Commentators for the session are Linda J. Borish (Western Michigan U) and Judith Yaross Lee (Ohio U).   Topics of interest include places and changes in sporting facilties and leisure spaces; sport and cultural groups, ethnic identities, or institutions and sport, reforms in health and the sporting body, etc.    

Send 1 page abstract and brief cv by NOVEMBER  5, 2002 via email (Borish@wmich.edu) or fax (269-387-4651).   Professor Borish writes, “I welcome your ideas and interest in such a session.  Of course if we have lots of interest we may need 2 sessions!”

13. The LAVIS III Conference

In the spring of 2004, the University of Alabama will host the Third Language Variety in the South (LAVIS III) project.  This exciting event intends to display, among other things, a vision of the various language dialects of the Southern United States.  The project hopes to revitalize interest in Southern language variations.  This will be the third in the LAVIS series; the first was held in 1981, and the second in 1993.

Sponsors of LAVIS III include The Deep South Regional Humanities Center, the CRHC’s sister at Tulane University, and the CRHC.  Because the CRHC serves areas that fall under the designation southern, we hope to have CRHC representation at the meeting.  We encourage others with an interest in language dialects to do the same.  Topics discussed for the April 15-17, 2004, event include the relationship between black and white speech, geographic demographics, and links to the Caribbean and European linguistic mix.  

	Upcoming Events

14. Internationally known oral historian to speak as part of University of Kentucky
     Appalachian Center 25th Anniversary celebration
15. Wayne State University Fall Symposium:  The Meaning of Citizenship
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14. Internationally known oral historian to speak as part of University of Kentucky Appalachian Center 25th Anniversary celebration

Noted oral historian and author Dr. Alessandro Portelli will visit the University of Kentucky Oct. 29 to present a lecture on “Appalachia as a Global Region.” The Appalachian Center is co-sponsoring his visit to kick off its 25th Anniversary Celebration.

Considered one of the foremost practitioners of oral history, Portelli is the author of The Battle of Valle Giulia: Oral History and the Art of Dialogue, published in 1997 by the University of Wisconsin Press. The book includes essays on oral history genre and ethics of interviewing, memory, and use of narrative in autobiography and oral history.  “It is full of valuable insights into the meanings of history, the relations between individual memory and history, and the art of storytelling,” reviewer Bernard Mergen wrote in the June 1998 issue of American Studies International. Book chapters include the 1930s labor struggles in Kentucky’s coal fields and interviews with War on Poverty workers in Appalachia in the 1960s.

For more information about Portelli’s visit to UK or the Appalachian Center, contact Jeff Spradling, assistant director of the Appalachian Center, at (859) 257-8265, e-mail jspra2@uky.edu. For more information go to: www.appalachiancenter.org.

15. Wayne State University Fall Symposium:  The Meaning of Citizenship

Novermber 8, 2002

The annual Humanities Center Fall Symposium has been scheduled for November 8, 2002 from 12:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. in the Alumni Lounge.  Patricia J. Williams, James L. Dohr Professor of Law at Columbia University, will deliver the keynote address.  The symposium concludes with a panel discussion of the issues raised during the presentation.  A reception will follow.  For more information go to: www.research.wayne.edu/hum.

	Humanities Projects
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17. Study on Wage Structure Nearing Completion
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16. The Dictionary of Midwestern Literature, Volume 2
The DML2 effort continues.  The editorial board is meeting in Lexington, KY, Oct. 25-26, to create format instructions and models that assist writers in developing clear, enlightening, structurally consistent essays.  Calls for individuals to write specific entries will follow.
Volume Two's formal title will be:  The Dictionary of Midwestern Literature, Volume Two:  Literary Dimensions of the Midwest.  It will complement volume one’s entries on four-hundred midwestern authors with non-author entries, including sites, centers, movements, genres, etc.   Volume three will provide a comprehensive literary history of the Midwest.
Project Coordinators: Marilyn Atlas (Ohio University) and Phillip Greasley (University of Kentucky).


17. Study on Wage Structure Nearing Completion

The University of Kentucky Appalachian Center is nearing completion of two studies on wage structure and inequality. One report focuses on the 410-county Appalachian region of the U.S. A second report details wage structure and inequality in Kentucky. The reports detail income distribution patterns and types of industries from 1965-2000. Center Research Assistant Elgin Mannion, a doctoral student in sociology, is the primary researcher. These studies are scheduled for release on Oct. 31, 2002.

18. The Appalachian Digital Sound Archive: The Creation of a Regional Cultural Repository 

Nikos Pappas writes: “The field of ethnomusicology has sponsored the creation of numerous field recordings and scholarly activities documenting American regional performance practice.  However, scholarship covering the Appalachian region has tended to focus on the music and musicians of West Virginia, Georgia, Kentucky, and North Carolina.  Because of this research, the perception of Appalachian music is shaped by the performance practice of these states and not of all states lying within this geographic area.  Ohio has suffered from this stilted view because of the problem in defining a unifying culture for the state.  It is neither a part of the Eastern United States or the Midwest, nor can its culture be defined within a homogenous context.  Instead, the state should be defined by its regional subdivisions based upon its cultural origins.  One of the best ways of understanding this cultural separation is through its traditional music, which differs markedly between the Northern and Western plains from the Eastern and Southern uplands.

“In order to make these recordings available to the general public, a digital archive will be made available on the internet following the pattern set by the American Folk Life Center, Library of Congress.  The Appalachian recordings will be available for anyone to download off of the internet; making them accessible to anyone thus ensures the preservation and dissemination of this forgotten aspect of Ohio’s Appalachian music.

“Living traditional musicians have been contacted around the area such as Jim Eade of Woodsfield, Ohio and Jack Sickles of Albany.  Moreover, some recently discovered tapes made by older musicians and given to other area artists have been donated towards the project.”
19. Regional Wit and Humor Collection at Ohio University

The Ohio University Library’s Archives & Special Collections  Department has started a "Wit and Humor Collection" that will focus primarily on the five-state Central Region. We have library funds for acquiring works over the coming year and will be culling works from our storage annex for transfer into the collection. 


The initial parameters include works by people who were born in, reared in or are closely associated with the region. So Ambrose Bierce, Bob Hope and Tom Bodett all qualify. We will, however, be selective with figures such as James Thurber and Erma Bombeck, who are represented with significant archival collections nearby. And we also want to include regionally-focused joke books such as "Yuper" jokes from Michigan's Upper Peninsula.  Donations to the collection are welcome and will be acknowledged in the traditional ways.

Additionally, we will be compiling a datafile of humorists from the region. If you know of humorists who are not included in the current standard reference works about whom we should be aware, please pass along this information, or contact George Bain (mailto:bain@ohio.edu or 740-593-2713) for more information.

20. “Passages of Freedom”: Bringing the Underground Railroad to Life
Jaime Ciavarra writes: “The Underground Railroad, a significant part of Ohio's local history and proud heritage, is remembered, re-enacted and revitalized in the Ohio University-Zanesville sponsored film Passages of Freedom. The film, along with a study guide, will be used in area school districts to teach youth about the cooperation of free black citizens, slaves and white abolitionists in ensuring personal freedom. 

“The Ohio Humanities Council and The Putnam Underground Railroad Educational Center (PURE Center), a project that is constructing a museum and interactive learning center to teach the community about the Underground Railroad, underwrote the film project with aid from local businesses.  For more information go to: www.mccf.org/PURE/.”

27. Summer Creativity Fellowships, Deadline December 31
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21. The University of Kentucky Appalachian Center and the Committee on Social Theory announce a three-year program of Humanities Fellowships on questions of globalization, democracy, and environmental sustainability. 
The goal of the program is to bring together scholars and citizen activists and/or artists who are at the leading edge of global innovation in new models for partnership between communities, academics, and government in planning for equity and sustainability. These fellowships are humanities fellowships funded by the Rockefeller Foundation, so the focus is on questions of culture, art, and history.  For more information about applying go to: http://www.uky.edu/RGS/AppalCenter/programs/index.html
22. New Rockefeller Scholars at the University of Kentucky

The first four Rockefeller scholars have arrived to begin their projects under a $325,000 Rockefeller Foundation grant to bring together researchers and activists to study questions of globalization, democracy, and environmental sustainability. The four program fellows include two community activists from communities in the Central Region – June Holley and Karyn Moskowitz – and two international researchers.

Holley is CEO and founder of the Appalachian Center for Economic Networks (ACEnet) in Athens, Ohio. The 18-year-old organization focuses on ways citizens can increase community capacity to create healthy communities.

Moskowitz is executive director of the Resource Stewardship Council in Paoli, Ind., a non-profit consulting group that utilizes economic tools to solve environmental problems. She is also director of economic research for Dogwood Alliance in Asheville, N.C. 

23. Regional History Project at Purdue Receives NEH Grant
The National Endowment for the Humanities recently awarded a $23,000 Humanities Focus Grant to a project developed by American Studies Program and English Department faculty members.  Entitled “Making History:  Partnerships in Archival Preservation and Pedagogy,” the project aims to develop undergraduate and graduate courses in archival practice, research, and theory as well as initiate an ongoing partnership between Purdue University and the Tippecanoe County Historical Association.  Susan Curtis (American Studies and History), Shirley Rose (English), and Kristina Bross (American Studies and English) will be developing a set of courses and mapping out a five-year plan to develop the project further.

24. Wayne State University Supports Regional Humanities Research

Wayne State awarded 2002-2003 faculty fellowships on “The City and Civic Virtue,” the changing role of the City and its relationship to its citizenry.  The 2002-2003 Faculty Fellows Conference (tentatively scheduled for February 28, 2003) will feature Jeffery Abt, “Artists, Museums, and The Civic Audience for Art”; Dora Appel, “Lynching Imagery in America”; John Corvino, “Homosexuality, Education, and Public Values”; Gwen Gorzelsky, “Echoes Half Heard: Community Activities, Collective Movements”; Laura Reese, “Reconsituting Civic Virtue”; Chishamiso Rowley, “Urbanization, Globalization, and the Salient Expression of Traditional Cultural Values”; Barrett Watten, “Civic Ideals and City Life in the New American Poetry.”
Scholars at work on regional projects during residencies at Wayne State’s Humanities Center in Fall 2002 include Rob Silverman (Sociology), “Citizen Participation in Detroit, Michigan: An Analysis of Citizens District Councils.”
25. Dean McWilliams Receives Sylvia Lyons Render Award

The award was presented to Professor Dean McWilliams from Ohio University at the American Literature Association Annual Conference in Long Beach California on May 28, 2002.  McWilliams received the award for his work on Charles Chesnutt.  McWilliams’ critical study, Charles Chesnutt and the Fictions of Race, will be published by the University of Georgia Press this fall.

26. Gilder Lehrman Institute Fellowships in American Civilization 

Deadlines are December 1 & May 1

The Gilder Lerhman Institute of American History offers short-term fellowships to dissertation-writers in their final year and  post-doctoral scholars at every faculty rank to support research in one of four archives in New York City:  the Gilder Lehrmann Collection (after June, 2003 only), the Library of the New-York Historical Society, the Columbia University Rare Book and Manuscript Collection, the New York Public Library.   For application information, visit http://www.gilderlehrman.org or call (646) 366-9666.

27. Summer Creativity Fellowships, Deadline December 31
The Alden B. Dow Creativity Center at Northwood University, Midland, MI, offers 10-week summer residency fellowships for students and scholars in all disciplines, including the arts and humanities.  For additional information contact the Center: (989) 837-4478, mailto:creativity@northwood.edu, http://www.northwood.edu/abd.
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Jennifer Scott, Dunbar Project Coordinator
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