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1. CRHC–NEH Update

As most of you know by now, in December, 2001, the NEH announced the results of the competition for the Regional Humanities Centers, announcing a network of eight centers (with a ninth to be determined) each to receive one-time awards of $378,900, to be used mainly for permanent endowment; institutions awarded the grants must match them 3:1 by 2004 (with the federal money to be released by July 31, after certification of the first 1:1 match). The awards, while considerably less than the five $1 million grants originally planned for each center, completely distribute the private funds raised by outgoing NEH chairman William Ferris.   Centers may apply for additional challenge grants, but the Regional Humanities Centers competition is now closed.   

In awarding the regional centers implementation grant to the CRHC, the NEH praised the involvement of scholars, community groups, and humanities organizations across the region.  We look forward to continuing to work with you as we seek additional funding for the programs we planned together.  Ohio University plans vigorous fund-raising for the CRHC, and co-directors Joseph Slade and Judith Yaross Lee will be seeking additional grants for regular programs and special projects. We are presently reviewing the steps in implementation identified in our proposal to determine what we can do when.  (Our implementation proposal and steps in implementation are online on the CRHC mission page: www.ohiou.edu). 

The full network of centers is:


+ Ohio University (Central region)

+ Southwest Texas State University (Southwest region)


+ Temple University/Rutgers-Camden University (Mid-Atlantic region)


+ Tulane University (Deep South region)


+ University of California, Davis (Pacific region)

+ University of Nebraska-Lincoln (Plains region)


+ University of Wisconsin-Madison (Upper Mississippi Valley region)

+ Virginia Foundation for the Humanities/University of Virginia/Virginia Tech University (South Atlantic region)

+ TBA (New England region)

The Ohio University Board of Trustees formally established the Central Region Humanities Center as an Ohio University research institute at its December 7, 2001, meeting (see the second item in the online press release: http://www.ohiou.edu/news/01-02/167.html.) 

************************************************************************

2. CRHC Home at Last

Please note the new snail mail address of the CRHC, which moved into permanent quarters at the end of December.   


Central Region Humanities Center


203 Technology & Enterprise Building


The Ridges, Ohio University


Athens, OH 45701

Our telephone number remains 740/593-4602.  Our fax (new) is 740/593-4634.  Our email is crhc@www.ohiou.edu, or contact Administrative Associate Diana Glaizer directly at glaizer@ohio.edu.

************************************************************************

3. Gurney Norman and Nyoka Hawkins Visit CRHC

Two visitors from the University of Kentucky helped inaugurate our new quarters, in The Ridges section of campus, near the Kennedy Museum of Art and overlooking the Hocking River.  Author and University of Kentucky Professor of English Gurney Norman and Nyoka Hawkins, Assistant Director of the Appalachian Center, spoke with us and Assistant Professor of Film Jack Wright on new history programs for Kentucky teachers, developments in Appalachian film, and other matters of mutual interest.   Let us know if you plan to be in the area, and we’ll try to arrange a meeting with other regional specialists!

************************************************************************

4. Pathseeker PIs Receive GIS Training

With funds from an Ohio Board of Regents Research Challenge Grant, Joseph Slade, Judith Lee, Ann Kovalchick, and Sandra Sleight-Brennan attended a three-day workshop on using the ArcView geographic information system (GIS) to advance their work on the hypertextual atlas project proposed in the CRHC planning grant in 2000.  Now titled “Pathseeker:  The Hypertextual Atlas of the Central Region,” the atlas is an innovative multimedia online reference tool of primary and secondary sources for regional humanities and cultural tourism.  Partners in the project, submitted to the NEH last June for startup funding to begin in May, 2002, include the state library network OhioLink, the Institute for Regional Analysis and Public Policy (IRAPP) at Morehead State U, the Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Gender in Appalachia at Marshall U, the Center for Upper Peninsula Studies at Northern Michigan U, the National Park Service, the State Historic Preservation Offices of Kentucky and Ohio, heritage tourism offices in Kentucky and Ohio, and The Polis Center of Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis, where the PIs attended the GIS workshop.  The Polis Center, whose work includes the North American Religion Atlas, is the leader of the 20-member North American team of the Electronic Cultural Atlas Initiative, an international consortium of GIS projects. 

************************************************************************

5.  African American Studies Celebrates Region’s Multicultural Heritage

In celebration of Black History Month, Ohio University’s Department of African American Studies will present events that focus on the history of the African-American experience in the Ohio River Valley.

Saturday, Feb. 9 at 3 p.m., Henry Burke, an area author and historian, will give a talk on Judge Ephraim Cutler, the Underground Railroad and slave resistance in the Ohio River Valley at 3 p.m. in the 1804 Room in Baker Center on the Athens Campus.  Burke is the author of “The River Jordan: A True Story of the Underground Railroad,” which chronicles a freed Virginia slave’s escape to Canada. He is a member of the Ohio Bicentennial Commission and the Underground Railroad and Civil War Council. 

Saturday, Feb. 16, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Ohio University’s Department of African American Studies the department will feature the talents of regional African-American and African artisans, authors, historians, organizations, and entertainers at a Community and Campus Day in Nelson Commons on Ohio University’s campus.  Historical artifacts and the work of more than 100 local craftsmen will be on display, including that of Kilvert Quilters, famous for the quilts containing coded directions that were placed in safe houses along escape routes to guide fleeing slaves.  

These events are free and open to the public.  For more information or suggestions concerning these events, contact Vibert Cambridge, Department of African American Studies Chair, (740) 593-9178, or Susan Green, Media Specialist, (740) 593-1886 or greens3@ohio.edu.

************************************************************************

6. The Second Midwestern Studies Book Award Competition

The Society for the Study of Midwestern Literature and Ohio University Press are calling for completed, single-authored, book-length, scholarly manuscripts that address various aspects of cultural and literary history and conditions from or about areas considered “Midwestern.”  Applicants must be or become members of the Society for the Study of Midwestern Literature.  Ohio University Press will publish the winning manuscript.  For more information or submissions, contact Edward Watts, watts@msu.edu, American Thought and Language; Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 48824.

************************************************************************

7.  John E. O’Connor Film Award

Congratulations to the ninth recipient of the John E. O’Connor Film Award, Stranger with a Camera, and the film’s producer and director, Elizabeth Barret.  The American Historical Association established the award in honor of John E. O’Connor, film historian at the New Jersey Institute of Technology and Rutgers University at Newark.  Established in 1993, the award recognizes outstanding interpretations of history through the medium of film or video.

The documentary describes the 1967 murder of a Canadian filmmaker by a Kentucky landowner.  Barret records the landowner’s bitterness over yet another expose of Appalachian poverty, along with the bitterness still felt by the victim’s assistant producer after the murderer was freed after one year in prison.  This film reflects on the power of media representation, and asks viewers to think about tensions involving the public’s right to know versus the individual’s right to dignity.

************************************************************************8.  Marygrove College Announces New Institute for Detroit Studies

Marygrove College announced the formation of its new Institute for Detroit Studies on Oct. 24, 2001.  The Institute’s Mission Statement defines how it will focus on and evaluate Detroit’s many contributions to American culture:  “The institute builds on Marygrove College’s mission to serve the people of metropolitan Detroit, on its location in the city, and on its strong relationship with different Detroit constituencies.  The institute seeks to broaden recognition of Detroit’s contributions to American culture, interrogate standard definitions and popular versions of the city, and provide opportunity for cross-disciplinary analysis of issues important to the metropolitan area.”

The Institute arose out of the Marygrove College faculty’s well-established record of academic attention to the city and the metropolitan region.  

“Through the Institute, the College will continue to sponsor events that draw attention to the city’s history, literature, art, and music and illuminate issues of social and economic justice,” says history Professor Thomas Klug, the Institute’s director.  

For more information, contact Thomas Klug, Ph.D., tklug@marygrove.edu, (313) 927-1291.

************************************************************************

9.  Regional Studies for Liberal Arts Learning:  An Appalachian Exemplar

June 3 to June 28, 2002, Ferrum College is offering a National Endowment for the Humanities institute for 25 college or university teachers from all regions to investigate Appalachian issues and the assumptions behind them as a model for bringing regional studies into the mainstream of a liberal arts curriculum.  The deadline for applications is March 1; those teachers chosen to participate will each receive $2,800.  


For more information and application material visit Web Crossing or the institute website:  www.ferrum.edu/pcrow/neh.htm.  The director is Peter Crow; pcrow@ferrum.edu, (540) 365- 4320.

************************************************************************

10.  Faculty Achievement Award in Professional and Community Service at WMU

Congratulations to Linda J. Borish for being granted the College of Arts and Sciences Faculty Achievement Award in Professional and Community Service from Western Michigan University (WMU).  The award is given up to three times each year to an individual who maintains a record of outstanding service to the university, community, and professional organizations.  

Dr. Borish is an Associate Professor of History at WMU and the immediate past President of Great Lakes American Studies Association (GLASA).  The award recognizes her work with GLASA, the American Studies Association 2001 Convention in Detroit, Ohio University’s NEH Central Region Humanities Center, and the development of an internship for undergraduates in women’s health and history with the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.  

************************************************************************

11.  Indian Women and French Men:  Rethinking Cultural Encounter in the Western Great Lakes

Congratulations to Susan Sleeper-Smith, the Assistant Professor of History at Michigan State and Round Table Leader for CRHC, for the completion of her book:  Indian Women and French Men:  Rethinking Cultural Encounter in the Western Great Lakes.  Published by the University of Massachusetts Press, it is a study of the fur economy that focuses on the role, as brokers, of Indian women who married French traders.  

************************************************************************12.  Kovalchick new member of VMI Information and Technology Council


Congratulations to Ann Kovalchick, director of the Center for Innovations in Technology for Learning and Leader of CRHC’s Information Technology Task Force, for her invitation to become a member of Virginia Military Institute’s Information and Technology Council.  The council advises the military institute on planning and policy issues concerning electronic infrastructure.  Members focus on emerging trends and products, and on development of human resources and technology to improve teaching and learning, communications and business processes. 

************************************************************************

13.  NCHE Announces History Colloquium

March 21-23, 2002 a National Council for History Education (NCHE) team will lead a colloquium in Project TEACH, a Teaching American History Grant Project. 

************************************************************************14.  25th Annual Appalachian Studies Conference

March 15-17, 2002 the 25th annual Appalachian Studies Conference will be held at Unicoi State Park in Helen, Georgia.  This year’s conference theme is “Voices from the Margins, Living on the Fringe.”  In addition to papers, panels, films, and reading on a variety of topics, this year’s conference will feature special sessions on Hispanic, African-American, and Cherokee communities, as well as women and girls, gays and lesbians, prisoners, and others from the margins of Appalachia.

For further information contact the Appalachian Studies website or Patricia Beaver, Program Chair:  Center for Appalachian Studies; Appalachian State University; University Hall; Boone, NC 28608; beaverpd@appstate.edu; (828) 262-4089.

15.  CRHC Welcomes Interns 

Two interns have joined the CRHC team.  

Molly Carey, an Ohio University senior, is the new Public Relations Intern for CRHC, beginning February, 2002.  Her responsibilities include writing for the newsletter, the (soon-to-be-updated) website, and other information sources. Molly is an Organizational Communication major, with a minor in Spanish.  

Diane Collin, also an Ohio University senior, came on board in October as the Project Intern for the 2002 annual conference of the Great Lakes American Studies Association (GLASA) conference, to be held at Ohio U in Athens, April 11-13.  She is working with Ohio U Associate Professor of English Thomas Scanlan, GLASA Vice President  and Conference Program Chair, on program planning and local arrangements.  Diane is a Specialized Studies major, studying Conference Planning. 

************************************************************************

16.  National Endowment for the Humanities Summer, 2003, Seminars and Institutes:  Deadline: March 1, 2002 


The NEH invites proposals for summer seminars and institutes in the humanities for college and university teachers and for schoolteachers, for the summer beginning May, 2003.   NEH support for seminars will range from $60,000 to $120,000, and for institutes from $100,000 to $180,000; the higher amounts represent the maximum awards available from NEH, although program costs may run higher.

Summer seminars and institutes are national faculty development activities conducted at colleges, universities, research centers, and other institutions across the country.  While program offerings are distinguished by a audience (postsecondary or K-12 teachers) and by format (seminar or institute), the four models share the following goals:


+To promote effective links between teaching and research in the humanities


+To deepen knowledge and understanding of the humanities by focusing on significant topics, texts, and issues


+To enhance the intellectual vitality and professional development of teachers


+To build a community of inquiry and to provide models of excellent scholarship and teaching.

Details about Summer Seminars and Institutes are available online at http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/seminars.html. Direct questions to NEH’s Division of Education Programs at (202) 606-8500 or via e-mail to sem-inst@neh.gov.

************************************************************************

18. West Virginia Humanities Council Seeks Scholars for Lewis & Clark Bicentennial

Plans by the West Virginia Humanities Council for the 2003 Lewis and Clark Bicentennial include three lectures by scholars, one each in Harper’s Ferry (March, 2003), Wheeling (September, 2003), and Huntington (September, 2003).  They hope to schedule the lectures to coincide with local events planned in these communities, probably organized around reenactments of the expedition.  The Council seeks scholars with an interest in the Lewis and Clark expedition for lectures in conjunction with these events.  For further details, contact Program Officer Mark Payne (payne@wvhumanities.org) or call 304-346-8500. 
