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********************

1.  Collaboration between the CRHC Planning Project and the five humanities

councils in our region moved forward on a number of fronts this fall and

winter.  Co-directors Joseph Slade and Judith Lee visited the West Virginia

Humanities Council in November, and had a long and fruitful talk with

executive director Ken Sullivan about opportunities to support the

Council‘s work.  In addition to inviting members of the CRHC planning team

to consult on a proposed online Ohio Encyclopedia, Gale Peterson, executive

director of the Ohio Humanities Council, invited Lee and Slade to meet

council members and answer their questions about the CRHC planning project

at the council’s December meeting.  The co-directors also went to Lexington

to meet with Charles Thompson, Assistant Director for Publications of the

Kentucky Humanities Council, in February.  Thompson shared ideas and news

of projects under way in Kentucky.  Visits to Indiana and Michigan are in

the planning stages now that the weather is improving.  Central to all

these visits is a frank discussion of how the CRHC’s regional mission might

support and complement each Council’s intra-state focus and how it might

increase the visibility and boost the impact of individual Council

achievements throughout the region.  

The national meeting of the Federation of Humanities Councils in

Washington, D.C. in November gave Slade and Lee a much valued opportunity

to consider humanities programming and funding from the councils’

perspective.  In addition to plenary talks by Richard West on the new

Smithsonian Museum of the American Indian and Scott Russell Sanders on the

need for awareness of regional distinctiveness, highlights of the

conference included a standing-room-only session on collaboration between

state councils and regional humanities center planning projects, and we

were pleased that Richard Knupfer, executive director of the Michigan

council, publicly acknowledged the CRHC’s goal of warm cooperation among

all the councils.  NEH Chairman Bill Ferris used his luncheon address to

detail the regional centers initiative and reaffirm his commitment to it.

The meeting also afforded a brief opportunity to consult with Jay Mechling of

the Pacific Region, Jane Hood of the Plains Region, and Robert Vaughn of the South Atlantic Region planning projects. We also met NEH Deputy Chairman John Roberts, West Virginia Council board member and author Marc Harshman, Ohio Council chair George Garrison, program officer Jack Shortlidge, and emeritus director Charles Cole, Kentucky Council executive director Virginia Smith and assistant director Charles Thompson, and Terry Davis, executive director and CEO of the American Association for State and Local History. 

*******************

2.  While in Washington for the Federation meeting, Slade and Lee visited

the Appalachian Regional Commission for a meeting with education specialist

Jeffrey Schwartz and special assistant Sakhina Thompson (?check title & sp).

The meeting focused on apprising ARC of the CRHC activities during the

planning year and seeking advice of their staff on needed programs.

********‘

3. OHIO University to host 2002 GLASA conference.

Rather than host its own conferences, the CRHC aims to support meetings of

existing regional organizations.  We invite organizers of regional meetings

to use our Web Crossing site to post calls for papers and announcements of

events with regional themes in a new space in the Pavilion, “New

Opportunities and Upcoming Events.”  

The CRHC @  OHIO University will host the 2002 meeting of the Great Lakes

American Studies Association, the regional chapter of the American Studies

Association for Michigan, Indiana, and Ohio.  (The other two states in our

region belong to the Kentucky-Tennessee ASA and the Mid-Atlantic ASA.).

Specific dates for the conference will be announced soon. Dr. Thomas

Scanlan, Assistant Professor of English at Ohio University, and author of Colonial writing and the New World, 1583-1671 : allegories of desire, will head up the conference program group. Our thanks to Linda Borish of Western Michigan University, GLASA’s

immediate past president, and Anthony Edmonds of Ball State University, current GLASA president and 2001 conference host, for their help and advice.  We will be

pleased to hear CRHC members’ suggestions for the conference.  Tom Scanlan

will doubtless be in touch with many of you soon.  

****************

4.  With the reopening of Web Crossing on February 12, 2001, the CRHC

became a reality in cyberspace.  Thanks to the design talents of Dr. Ann

Kovalchick and her staff at OHIO‘s Center for Innovations in Technlogy for

Learning, our Web Crossing site now has three main areas for consultation

and planning:  

a.  Roundtable discussions on various regional themes, ranging from riverine cultures to popular music. 

b.  Task Force discussions on major procedural concerns, from K-12

programming to collaboration between community groups and the Center. 

c.  The Pavilion, a new common area open to comment and critique by

everyone who visits the site.  Current topics include desirable library

services, the makeup of the advisory board, and line items for the budget. 

More than 200 people have already participated in these discussions, which

grow more interesting and lively every day as participants become familiar

with the format.  People are starting to identify common interests, and we

are eager to adapt this space to accommodate our planners‘ needs for

discussion and collaboration space.

Many thanks to the many individuals who have joined our online discussions,

which have been so ably led by [list roundtable & task force leaders].  We

appreciate everyone’s willingness to try this new communication technology,

which eliminates distance as a barrier (though a digital divide remains

problematic) and enables participation by people without travel budgets.

Although the planning discussions are nearing the end now, opportunities

continue for adding ideas discussions in progress for commenting on reports

posted in the Pavilion.  Please contact Stephanie Hysmith

(hysmith@ohio.edu) if you‘d like to join one or more discussions; we‘ll

send you a password and general instructions .  The redesign makes using

Web Crossing almost as easy as email (browser should be Netscape or

Internet Explore 4.0 or higher), but the site contains a software tour

(click above the pull-down menus for roundtables and task forces).  Please

also advise us via email or phone (740/593-4844) if you have trouble using

the site, as your comments help us make the site more valuable to you.  We

aim to continue operating the online site after the planning proecess ends

in July.

We continued all winter to seek participants for roundtables and task force

discussions, and have reached out to colleagues at many institutions for

information on upcoming GLASA and Appalachian Studies programs.  Web

Crossing has attracted a growing number of volunteers and referrals from

early participants.  

A full list of roundtables and task forces is posted at

http://www.ohiou.edu/crhc/crossing.html.  

************‘

5. American Studies Steering Committee.

How is Center policy being developed during the planning year?  Two groups

advise the co-directors on policies and their implementation.  

One group is composed of the participants on Web Crossing, especially the

roundtable and task force leaders.  Most of the leaders consulted with the

OHIO co-directors last winter during the development of the planning

proposal.  The leaders’ responsibilities within the planning project call

for them to make recommendations on such matters as K-12 programming,

research programs for scholars, collaboration between the CRHC and other

organizations, broadcasting and multimedia distribution of information,

publishing, and information technlogy.  

The second group is OHIO‘s American Studies Steering Committee, a group of

twenty faculty from three colleges (Arts & Sciences, Communication, Fine

Arts) and the University Libraries who make decisions on policy matters and

advise the co-directors of the CRHC, who also co-chair the committee.  In

addition to advising on the CRHC, the Steering Committee members are

responsible for continuing the development of OHIO‘s new master‘s degree in

Communication and American Studies, which will have a regional orientation.  

************‘‘

6.  Atlas Update

Work continues on the Hypertextual Atlas project, now tenatively renamed

THE HUMANITIES ATLAS OF THE CENTRAL REGION (with a perhaps too cute acronym

of HACkeR).  This major online multimedia project embraces scholarly

research, document preservation, scholarly publication, encyclopedia

reference, and community development functions.  Partners thus far include

the Institute for Regional Analysis and Public Policy (IRAPP) at Morehead

State University (KY), which will share some of its research for the

_Atlas of Appalachia_ (on CD-ROM ) in exchange for use of our historical,

cultural, and reference material; the Ohio Historical Society’s State

Preservation Office, which has an impressive MAP-IT application; the Center

for Upper Peninsula Studies, which will contribute historical material and

editorial expertise; OhioLink, which will contribute technical expertise

and storage; OHIO U’s Institute for Local Government and Rural Development

(ILGARD), which will provide training for students and community members.

We are following up leads for partners in Indiana and West Virginia, and

welcome suggestions of organizations who might be interested in this

project.  In addition, we continue to seek members for our editorial,

policy, and technical committees, as well as scholars who’d like to

contribute scholarly materials for the site.  

In addition to co-directors Joseph Slade and Judith Yaross Lee, the OHIO

team includes Dr. Ann Kovalchick, Director of OHIO‘s Center for Innovations

in Technology for Learning, and Sandra Sleight-Brennan (sleight@ohio.edu),

an award winning multimedia producer whose PBS radio  series, ~_Countdown

to Millenium_ (2000) incorporated oral history, K-12 regional education,

and public distribution of regional research.  Sleight-Brennan is producing

the CD demo of the project, to be completed early this summer.  An advanced

multi-media class taught this spring quarter by the distinguished

documentary photographer Terry Eiler of OHIO‘s School of Visual

Communication will also contribute to the pilot.  Please let Prof.

Sleight-Brennan know if you have or know of regional projects that might be

incorporated into the Atlas, or have ideas for collaborating on it.

Drafts of the proposal-in-progress are available in the Comment and

Critique area of the Web Crossing Pavillion.  

****************

7.  Inventory Update.  

The Inventory Task Force, headed by OHIO’s archivist and director of

special collections, Dr. George Bain (bain@ohio.edu), has finalized its

design for an intake form and solicits information about regional

collections to be listed.   The development of this form posed many

intellectual and design challenges, and we‘re grateful for the insights

contributed by Bain, Dr. Ann Kovalchick, and CITL technical staffers Andy

Kranyik and Donald Weekley.   Many thanks to task force members

------------  (list names)  for their work on this critical charge from the

NEH.

A survey of regional academic programs went out early in March, thanks to

the hard work of OHIO research assistants Kisung Kim and Erin Gallagher

(with major technical assistance from Dr. Richard Piccard of Computer

Services).  A tally of results is in progress.  If your institution has any

kind of regional studies program, we want to know about it--contact Judith

Yaross Lee (leej@ohio.edu) if you think we might have missed it.  Student

research assistant Leah Clarke is working this term lists of regional

tourist sites.  Project Manager Stephanie Hysmith is coordinating massive

amounts of data on regional organizations. 

The complete inventory of regional humanities resources will be made

publicly available through the CRHC web site in late summer, 2001.

****************

8.  Spring Conferences

Many thanks to the program committees of the Appalachian Studies

Association and the Greak Lakes American Studies Association for allowing

PIs Joseph Slade and Judith Yaross Lee and Project Manager Stephanie

Hysmith to present information on the planning project to participants in

their annual meetings in March.  Attending as many papers and sessions as

we could, we were all duly impressed with the talent and imagination being

applied to questions of regional culture.   The Appalachian Studies

Association meeting also enabled us to meet Jesse L. White, Federal

Co-chair of the Appalachian Regional Commission, one of the private

sponsors of the NEH Planning Grants for Regional Humanities Centers.

These meetings provided wonderful opportunities to meet face to face with

people whom we mainly knew only by email, telephone, or their Web Crossing

avatars.  At GLASA:  Linda Borish (Western Michigan U), Tony Edmunds (Ball

State U), Donna DeBlasio (Younstown State U),   Shirley Wajda (Kent State

U), Nora Faires (Western Michigan U), Annette Hofman (Westfalishce Wilhelms

U).  We also appreciated the insights of ___Glendening of the Minnestrista

Cultural Center and  Joseph Trimmer of the Virginia Ball Center for

Creative Inquiry.  At Appalachian Studies:  Bill Drennen (West Virginia

State College), Joy Gritton (Morehead State U), Besty Taylor (U of

Kentucky), Herb Reed (U of Kentucky), Gurney Norman (U of Kentucky), Kirk

Hazen (West Virgnia U), Barb Howe (West Virgnia U), Ron Lewis (West

Virginia U), Phil Obermiller (Cincinnati, OH), Steve Howe (U of

Cincinnati), Judy Byers and Noel Tenney of the West Virginia Folklife

Center (Fairmont State C), Michael Nobel Kline (Worldwide Conversations,

Carrie Nobel Kline (CSEGA, Marshall U), Ancella Bickley (Charleston, WV),

Anita Puckett (Virginia Tech), Dave Rudy (IRAPP, Morehead State), Scott

Wymer (IRAPP, Morehead State), Tom Kmetz (Morehead State U), Steve

Parkansky (Morehead State U).   Ohio U had its own contingent to

Appalachian Studies, including Beverly Flanigan, David Mould, Jake Podber.

Other meetings to which CRHC planners carried our message this winter and

spring include:  (list):

Howard Sacks  . . . 

Elizabeth Engelhardt (OhioU), Women’s Studies Association, 

Judith Yaross Lee (leej@ohio.edu), American Literature Association,

Cambridge, MA 5/24-27. If you’re attending one of these meetings, please

look us up!
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