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************************************************************** 

1. Ferris addresses American Studies Association in Detroit  

William Ferris, chair of the National Endowment for the Humanities, outlined the functions of the proposed Regional Humanities Centers, and called on members of the ASA for ideas and support.  The NEH’s enhanced vision of the Regional Centers adds civic organizations and religious groups to the list of potential partners and places more emphasis on undergraduate and graduate educational programs.  (He also reminded the audience of his determination that every state should have its own encyclopedia.)  OHIO’s CRHC co-directors Joseph Slade and Judith Lee met briefly with Ferris. Slade and Lee also shared ideas with two other regional center planning directors, Howard Gillette, of the Rutgers-Camden/TempleUniversity Mid-Atlantic project, and Jay Mechling, of the Pacific Region project.  Attending the ASA Detroit (12-15 October) meeting were Jerry Herron (Director of American Studies, Wayne State University), leader of the urban studies roundtable (discussion group), and Judith Endelman, Curator of the Henry Ford Museum, leader of the history of technology roundtable.  Herron, Slade, and Lee met over lunch with Nancy Jones, Education Director of the Detroit Institute of Arts, and Linda Downs, leading authority on Diego Rivera’s Detroit murals and Head of Education at the National Gallery of Art in Washington. The conference afforded many opportunities for building our networks.  We learned about regional publishing plans of the University of Michigan Press from Executive Director Leann Fields.  Gillian Berchowitz of the Ohio University Press met with her counterparts on other presses.  Expressing interest in working with CRHC were:   Donna M. DeBlasio (Director of the Center for Historic Preservation at Youngstown State U); Shae Howell (Communication, Oakland University); Linda J. Borish (History, Western Michigan U, President of Great Lakes American Studies Association), Bruce Pietrykowski (Economics, Associate Dean, Arts, Sciences, and Letters, U Michigan Dearborn); Njia Kai (Cultural Arts Mentorship Program [CAMP] Detroit); Jackie Lawson (English and Communication, U Michigan Dearborn), Michelle Brown (poet); John B. Russo (Center for Working Class Studies at Youngstown State U; Sherry Lee Linkon (Coordinator of American Studies/Working Class Studies, Youngstown State U); David Scobey (Director, Arts of Citizenship Program, U of Michigan), Andrew Adams III (American Studies/Native American Studies, U of Michigan), Leo Landis (Curator of Agriculture and Rural Life Historical Resources, Henry Ford Museum); Richard Sax (Dean, Arts and Humanities, Madonna U); Shelley Fisher Fishkin (American Studies, U of Texas); Elizabeth Kuebler (Art History and American Studies, Indiana U).   Addresses of these colleagues will be posted on Web Crossing so that Roundtable and Task Force Leaders may contact them directly.

************************************************************************ 2. Glidden announces CRHC as priority for Ohio University  

During his “State of the University” address on October 20, Robert Glidden, President of Ohio University, put establishment of the Central Region Humanities Center at the head of a list of initiatives designed to enhance the university’s national standing.  Glidden pledged to “follow through with our commitment to the Center” through the university’s upcoming capital campaign regardless of federal funding.  Full text of Glidden’s  remarks: http://www.ohiou.edu/outlook/10-25-00/stateofu.html.

*********************************************************************** 

3. Collaborators’ meeting at Ohio University, 2 October 2000  

Task force and roundtable discussion leaders, Ohio University faculty and administrators gathered at the Athens campus to meet each other, plan the implementation phase of the project, share ideas, and learn more about Web Crossing, the software package customized for CRHC’s online conferencing by Ohio University’s Center for Innovations in Technology for Learning. Participants will exchange ideas and post information on Web Crossing. (Reminder to planning participants using Web Crossing:  please subscribe [with the subscribe button] to the folders whose discussions you wish to follow, so that you will receive an e-mail notice when new messages are posted to those folders.  Then you won’t miss messages, and won’t waste time logging in when nothing is new.)  Stephanie Hysmith has posted minutes of the meeting in the Documents folder on Web Crossing; another set is available via the Center’s home page, www.ohiou.edu/crhc/. 

Attending the meeting were:   George Bain (Archives and Special Collections, OHIO), Inventory Task Force Leader; Jack Bantle, (VP for Research, OHIO); Gillian Berchowitz (Ohio U Press), Publishing Task Force Leader; Carol Blum (Associate VP for Research, OHIO); Art Cromwell (Telecommunications, OHIO); Mark Dorgan (Ass’t Dean for Development, Fine Arts, OHIO); Lynda Ann Ewen (Center for Study of Ethnicity and Gender in Appalachia, Marshall U), Collaborations Task Force Leader; Robert Glidden (President, OHIO); Philip Greasley (University Extension, U of Kentucky), Midwestern Literature and Literary Culture Roundtable Leader; Julio Cesar Guerrero (Labor Institute, U of  Michigan); Multicasting Task Force Leader; Kirk Hazen [by conference call] (English, West Virginia U), Language and Dialects Roundtable Leader; Jerry Herron [by conference call] (American Studies, Wayne State U), Urban Culture Roundtable Leader; Stephanie Hysmith (CRHC Project Manager); Cathy Janes (CRHC and Telecommunications, OHIO); Candida Jaquez (Folklore Institute and Ethnomusicology, Indiana U), Ethnic Cultures Roundtable Leader; Ann Kovalchik (C.I.T.L., OHIO), Internet/Information Technology Task Force Leader; Judith Yaross Lee (Interpersonal Communication, OHIO), CRHC Co-Director, Collaborations Task Force Leader; Carolyn Bailey Lewis (Telecommunications Center, OHIO), Multicasting Task Force Leader; Andrew McGreevy (Dean’s Office, OHIO-Lancaster); Raymie McKerrow (Interpersonal Communication, OHIO); Gordon McKinney (Appalachian Center, Berea C), Research Task Force Leader; Keith Newman (Telecommunications, OHIO), Multicasting Task Force Leader; Chester Pach (History, OHIO), Regional Programming Task Force Leader; Christopher Peebles (Information Technology, Indiana U), Internet/Information Technology Task Force Leader; Ronald Pen (John Jacob Niles Center for American Music, U of Kentucky), Vernacular and Elite Music Roundtable Leader; Richard Piccard (Academic Technology, OHIO); Richard Pierce [by conference call] (History, Notre Dame U) African-American Culture Roundtable Leader; Elaine Wrisley Reed (National Council for History Education), K-12 Education Task Force Leader; Thomas Scanlan (English, OHIO); Joseph Slade (Telecommunications, OHIO), CRHC Co-Director, Research Task Force Leader; Sandra Sleight-Brennan (Telecommunications, OHIO); Susan Sleeper-Smith (History, Michigan State U), Riverine and Lake Culture Roundtable Leader; Patricia Smith-Hunt (Library Preservation, OHIO), Preservation Needs Assessment Task Force Leader; Heidi Tracy (Ass’t Dean for Development, Communications, OHIO); Gregory Waller (English, U of Kentucky), Popular Culture Roundtable Leader; Alden Waitt (Women’s Studies, OHIO).

********************************************************  

4. Meeting of Directors of State Councils for the Humanities, 13 September 2000 at Ohio University’s Pickerington campus

CRHC Directors Slade and Lee, Project Manager Stephanie Hysmith, OHIO College of Communication Dean Kathy Krendl, OHIO Associate Dean of Arts and Sciences Maureen Weissenrieder, and OHIO V-P for Research Jack Bantle met with Executive Director of the Ohio Humanities Council Gale Peterson, Executive Director of the Michigan Humanities Council Richard Knupfer, and Director of International Programs for Indiana Humanities Council Ann Swedeen (by conference call).  Dr. David Rudy, from IRAPP at Morehead State, also participated by conference call.  Discussion focused not simply on ways in which the Central Region Humanities Center will collaborate with the state humanities councils, and on exchanges of information, advice, and assistance, but also on practical matters such as avoiding competition in fund-raising.   Slade and Lee will visit the West Virginia and Kentucky Councils in the next few weeks to listen to their suggestions. 

 ******************************************************* 

5. Oral History Association conference

Stephanie Hysmith, CRHC Project Manager, and Sandra Sleight-Brennan (Telecommunications, OHIO) of the American Studies Steering Committee at OHIO, attended the Oral History Association Conference in Durham, North Carolina. Among those who expressed interest in working with CRHC were Glenn Ruggles (Michigan Oral History Association); Alphine Jefferson (History/Black Studies/Urban Affairs, College of Wooster); Doug Boyd (Oral History and Folklife Collections, Kentucky Historical Society); Kim Lady Smith (Director, Kentucky Oral History Commission); Jeffrey Charnley (American Thought and Language, Michigan State U), another Michigan specialist in oral history; Richard Bailey (English, Henry Ford Community College); Michael Daher, Co-Director, Center for the Study of Work, Henry Ford Community College); A. Glenn Crothers (Indiana University Southeast); Tracy Meyer (U of Louisville).  Hysmith also spoke with Robert Edison (Director, Avery Research Center for African American History and Culture, College of Charleston, SC), who is working with the South Atlantic Region Humanities Center Project at the College of Charleston; he thought collaboration between the CRHC and his project would be possible. The names and full addresses of these colleagues will be posted on Web Crossing.  Roundtable Leaders should feel free to communicate with them. 

******************************************************************* 

6. Hypertextual Atlas Project

Sandra Sleight-Brennan (Telecommunications, OHIO) and Joseph Slade (CRHC) will prepare a separate proposal to the NEH for the initial phase of the Hypertextual Atlas of the five states, a cornerstone of the CRHC proposal. Sleight-Brennan, Slade, and Ann Kovalchik of OHIO’s IT have held preliminary discussions with OHIO’s ILGARD and Morehead State University’s IRAPP on collaboration.  ILGARD and IRAPP, both of which specialize in transfer of information for shaping public policy, will contribute expertise on GIS mapping.  IRAPP is engaged in two related projects, the Center for Virtual Appalachia and the Atlas of Appalachia.  We will solicit assistance from many other people as our Hypertextual Atlas project gathers momemtum.  Our collaborators have proposed other cooperative ventures.  At least one of these is potentially spectacular; we hope to have more news in our next newsletter.    

 ****************************************************************** 

7. Multicasting Task Force  

The Multicasting Task Force members engaged in a conference call on September 29 prior to moving on to the Web Crossing software.  On the call were Eugene Brancolini, WTIU, Indiana University; Craig Cornwell, Kentucky Educational Television; Carolyn Bailey Lewis, WOUB, Ohio University; Keith Newman, WOUB, Ohio University; Joseph Slade, CRHC; Sheila Wurtsbaugh, WOUB, Ohio University; Tim Zeko, WKAR, Michigan State University.  Invited also but unable to participate at that time were Rita Ray, West Virginia Public Television; Gini Fox, Kentucky Educational Television; David Fogarty, President of Ohio Educational Television Stations; David Dial, WNIN of Evansville, Indiana (representing all six public television stations in Indiana); Daniel Alpert, WTVS, Detroit; and Julio Cesar Guerrero, who is keenly interested in Hispanic programming. 

*********************************************************************  

8. Inventory Task Force complete 

George Bain, Inventory Task Force Leader, has assembled the team to carry out the inventory of humanities resources in the five states.  The members are: George Bain (Archives and Special Collections, Alden Library, OHIO), Linda Hengst (Executive Director, Martha Cooper Ohioana Library Association, Columbus, OH), Christine Knisely (Curriculum Coordinator, College of Osteopathic Medicine, OHIO), Clara Keyes (Special Collections, Morehead State University, KY),  Nancy McDaniel (Social Sciences, Hocking College, Nelsonville, OH), Geoffrey Reynolds (Joint Archives of Holland, Hope College, MI), Wes Wilson (Archives, DePauw University, IN), Stephen Zietz (Special Collections, Cleveland Public Library, OH)

*********************************************************************

9. Ancella Bickley to speak at Ohio’s Alden Library 

Ancella Radford Bickley, an independent scholar who formerly served as Professor of English and Vice President of Academic Affairs at West Virginia State College, will speak on “Recapturing Black History in West Virginia” on Thursday, November 2 at 11 a.m., in the Friends of the Library Room at Alden Library on Ohio University’s Athens campus.  Dr. Bickley’s work involves both archival and community-based research.  The American Studies Steering Committee (the OHIO faculty group that advises the PIs for the Central Region Humanities Center Planning Project) has joined with the Departments of African-American Studies and History, the Program in Women’s Studies, and the College of Communication to sponsor Dr. Bickley’s visit. Her presentation is free and open to the public.  Alden Library is located on University Terrace in Athens.  The Friends of the Library Room is on the third floor. 

*********************************************************************

10. Call for nominations for remaining roundtable leaders 

As many of you know, our planning process is highly decentralized in an effort to build the collaboration that a successful center will need. The various task forces and research roundtables thus take advantage of expertise from around the region. Most of the leaders of these planning groups came forward during the planning process by submitting their CVs, and were appointed to their leadership roles by the American Studies Steering Committee.  We are still seeking leaders for the following roundtables:   

Appalachian Literature and Culture

Labor and Working Class Issues

Land and Landscape

Women’s Studies

Roundtable leaders’ responsibilities include convening and discussions (telephone, online, and face to face) and writing two 2-5 pp. reports.  A modest honorarium is provided.  If you would like to serve in this capacity, or can suggest someone to whom the PIs and Committee should reach out, please advise Project Manager Stephanie Hysmith (hysmith@ohio.edu, [740] 593-4824).

***********************************************************************

11. Upcoming conferences  

Those CRHC collaborators and participants planning to attend professional conferences with some regional orientation should ask Stephanie Hysmith (hysmith@ohio.edu) for flyers to distribute at these meetings.  (Putting them on display tables also helps.)

Early flyer distributors please note:  We regret that you received the same version of the flyer we used last winter.  Our updated flyers now summarize the planning process and incorporate the names & e-mail addresses of task force and roundtable leaders.  Thanks for your feedback!  

American Folklore Association, Columbus, Ohio:  25-29 October 

Ohio Association of Historical Societies and Museums, Columbus, Ohio:  3-4 November 

Society for Ethnomusicology (part of Toronto 2000), 1-5 November 

Midwest Modern Language Association, Kansas City, Missouri: 2-5 November

National Humanities Conference, Washington, D.C.:  17-19 November 

Modern Language Association, Washington, D.C.:  27-30 December  

******************************************************************  

12.  Preservation Task Force meeting soon in Athens

Patricia Smith-Hunt (Preservation Librarian, OHIO), leader of the Preservation Task Force, plans to assemble her task force members in Athens for a planning meeting next month.  The Preservation Task Force will undertake a needs analysis for regional collections, and develop a plan for addressing those needs through programs sponsored by the CRHC.  Members of the Preservation Task Force include Ann Olszewski, Preservation Librarian, Cleveland Public Library; Christopher Hatten, Librarian, Huntington (WV) Museum of Art; Liz Dube, Conservator, University of Notre Dame (IN) Libraries; Becky Ryder, Preservation Librarian, University of Kentucky.

 ******************************************************************** 

13.  Great Lakes American Studies Association  

The GLASA Newsletter announced the CRHC Planning Grant on its front page as a way of encouraging participation by members of that organization. We hope that GLASA members will reach out to us individually, and that roundtable leaders will in turn reach out to GLASA members. Please advise Stephanie Hysmith if you have submitted a panel or paper proposal for GLASA’s 2001 meeting at Ball State University. 

********************************************************** 
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