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*********************************************

1.CURRENT STATUS OF THE CRHC

The Planning Group filed its proposal to implement the NEH Central Region Humanities Center on August 1, 2001.  Proposals from all the institutions competing for Centers are moving through the various levels of NEH review.  The announcements of successful proposals to establish centers are scheduled for December.  We will of course keep all our participants, partners, and friends posted.  

In the meantime, Ohio University has granted provisional status to the Central Region Humanities Center, provided a modest budget for the current academic year, and moved the planners to temporary if much larger quarters in Suite 218 of the Research and Technology Building.  In January, 2002, the CRHC will move again, to more permanent space in the historic Ridges complex.  Although the Ridges are located at the edge of campus, the setting is gorgeous, the site is well served by shuttle bus, and the parking is ample.  The Ohio University Inn is also nearby.

Project Manager Stephanie Hysmith has accepted a teaching position for this year (we miss her voice and help), but we have just hired a new administrative associate, Diana Glaizer, who began October 29.   Her e-mail will probably be glaizer@ohio.edu, but you can also reach her at crhc@www.ohiou.edu. Our current address, valid until the first of the year, is

Central Region Humanities Center

218 Research and Technology Building

Ohio University

Athens, OH 45701

740/593-4602

E-mail addresses for Joseph Slade (slade@ohio.edu) and Judith Lee (leej@ohio.edu) remain the same.  Please stay in touch, especially if we can be of assistance to you.

Visitors:  Among the Center’s first visitors was Jeff Schwartz, Director of Education Programs at the Appalachian Regional Commission (Washington, D.C.), who spent several hours talking to the American Studies Planning group and to the hypertextual atlas (Pathseeker) PIs on Wednesday, October 10.  Jeff is particularly interested in programs that can benefit citizens of the region.  The ARC was an early supporter of both the NEH Regional Humanities Center Initiative and wrote a strong endorsement for the CRHC implementation proposal.

A number of projects, discussed below, are on our calendar for this year.

**************************************************************

2. PROPOSED RESOLUTION WOULD NAME NEH REGIONAL HUMANITIES CENTER PROGRAM AFTER EUDORA WELTY

As the NEH seeks funds to implement the ten Regional Humanities Centers in the United States, Senators Cochran and Lott have sponsored a resolution to rename the NEH Regional Centers Initiative after Eudora Welty, the distinguished writer who gave new significance to the term “regional” and who died just as regional center implementation proposals were being completed.  We cannot assess the prospects for the honor, but think it would be appropriate.

**************************************************************

3. UPDATE ON CRHC WEBSITE AND WEB CROSSING

The CRHC Web Site (www.ohiou.edu/crhc) has been updated.  An addition last spring was a Spanish translation of our Mission Statement, for which we thank Karen Nava, who also assembled a list of Spanish-language media sources for our use in publicizing CRHC activities.  Available on the site is the Inventory of Humanities Resources in OH, MI, IN, KY, and WV assembled by the Inventory Task Force under the leadership of George Bain, Special Collections Archivist for OU’s Alden Library.  The inventory includes special regional collections and university regional studies programs as well as museums, historical societies, humanities organizations, specialized agencies, and so on.  At the moment the inventory is still a database, searchable only by organization, location, or theme, but it will soon become a more versatile tool.  

Web Crossing:  Many participants in the Roundtables and Task Forces that shaped the planning process have asked that we maintain their folders and files.  They are all in place, so feel free to review archives and add to discussions.

Web Crossing has been modified to permit “Guest Access.”  Guests may read materials but may not post messages.  Those without passwords who wish to post messages should request a password from Joseph Slade (slade@ohio.edu).  Since Web Crossing is designed as a meeting space, assigning passwords creates a sense of community among participants by requiring people to identify themselves in order to join the discussion.   We will cheerfully delete any previously posted messages intended only for colleagues involved in last year’s planning activities.  Just ask Joseph Slade or Diana Glaizer (740/593-4602) to do so.

Reminder:  you may post announcements of conferences, calls for papers, and cultural events of regional interest in the Pavilion on Web Crossing (in the folder for New Opportunities and

Upcoming Events).  You may also use roundtables in Web Crossing for virtual meetings to plan sessions for conferences, discuss works in progress, and advance other regional humanities projects.  Documents may be posted as attachments to messages.  If you’ve lost your password, or would like to join the discussion as a new participant, please let us know.

We plan to have some scheduled discussions this year, and welcome volunteers to serve as roundtable leaders/moderators (no reports are required this time!)   Please advise us of other roundtable themes we should add:  we’ve had requests to add roundtables on regional religion and on material culture.  Please also let us know if we should add your name to those lists, in order to advise you of scheduled discussions.  We’re open to adding other roundtables in response to your needs.  

If you have a Web Crossing password, you may post calls for papers and  information on conferences of regional interest or significance directly to the “Upcoming Events” folder in the Web Crossing Pavilion.  Stay tuned for news of plans for a regional calendar of exhibits and other public events.

*************************************************************

4.  CRHC at AMERICAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION

Please take note of the rapidly approaching American Studies Association annual convention, which will be held in Washington November 7-11.   Additional information available on the ASA website:  http://www.georgetown.edu/crossroads/AmericanStudiesAssn/annualmeeting/index.htm or by contacting ASA headquarters (202/ 467-4783 or asastaff@erols.com ).  We look forward to seeing our many friends there.  We will be hosting an informal reception (call Slade and Lee at the conference hotel when you get in) on Friday evening to thank CRHC Web Crossers for their contributions to the planning project, and plan the Spring meeting of the Great Lakes American Studies Association at Ohio University.

*************************************************************

5. GLASA CONFERENCE AT OHIO UNIVERSITY IN SPRING OF 2002

The Great Lakes American Studies Association will hold its annual meeting at Ohio University on the Athens campus April 11-13, 2001.  The theme of the conference is “Reading Region: Cultures, Histories, Literatures, Landscapes & Maps.”  GLASA dues are $10 per year (members of the American Studies Association resident in Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio are automatically members of GLASA).  Participation is open to all, and topics on all regions and regionality itself are welcome.  The French American Studies Association had a large delegation at last year’s GLASA meeting at Ball State University in Muncie.  

The official convener is GLASA Vice President Thomas Scanlan (scanlant@ohio.edu) of OU’s English Department (740/593-2838), assisted by Diane Collin (glasa@www.ohiou.edu).   The keynote speaker is historian Peter Onuf of the University of Virginia.  Information on hotel reservations, registration, and travel will be available soon.  The conference website is www.ohiou.edu/glasa

The Call for Papers follows (word document.  Also available in the Web Crossing Pavilion: click on “Upcoming Events”):  

Reading Region: Cultures, Histories, Literatures, Landscapes & Maps.

The Great Lakes American Studies Association invites proposals for 

its annual conference to be held at Ohio University, Athens, OH, April

11-13, 2002.  In response to the recent re-emergence of regional studies,

the program committee for the conference seeks papers that intersect in

some way with notions of region. Any work that deals with place-based topics

is welcome.  In addition, the program committee encourages papers and

panels that interrogate the notion of region: Is there a new regionalism at

work?  Is region a valid category?  How can/should region be constructed?

Geographically?  Culturally?  Linguistically?  Socio-economically?  How

does one use the category of region to intervene in the traditionally

defined disciplines?   The program committee encourages papers and panels

that consider literature, film, television, Internet, popular culture,

arts, and folklore.  Especially welcome are proposals that cross

disciplinary boundaries. Proposals may include individual presentations,

panels, forums, and workshops.

Submit one-page descriptions with title and summary (by post, fax, or

e-mail) for individual presentations or forums, along with a biographical

description or short CV of the presenter. Proposals for panels should

include descriptions of each presentation and a summary of the panel theme.

All proposals should include contact information including e-mail address

for reply by the committee. Send materials BEFORE JANUARY 10, 2002 to:

Professor Thomas Scanlan

Department of English

Ellis Hall

Ohio University

Athens, OH 45701

(740) 593-2838

(740) 593-2818 (fax)

scanlant@ohio.edu

Conference participants will be notified by February 1, 2002.

The keynote speaker at the GLASA Conference will be Peter S. Onuf, Thomas Jefferson Professor of History at the University of Virginia,  who specializes in the history of the early American republic.  Educated at Johns Hopkins University, where he received his Ph.D. in 1973, Onuf taught at Columbia University, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, and Southern Methodist University before coming to Virginia in 1990.  His recent work on Thomas Jefferson’s political thought, culminating in Jefferson’s Empire: The Language of American Nationhood (University Press of Virginia, 2000), grows out of his earlier studies on the history of American federalism, foreign policy, and political economy.  With his brother, political theorist Nicholas G. Onuf, Onuf is now working on the second volume of their collaboration, Federal Union, Modern World, a history of international law and order in the Atlantic states’ system during the Age of Revolutions and early nineteenth century.   The title of Professor Onuf’s address will be announced soon.

The GLASA conference will offer workshops on Native-American cultures designed for secondary school teachers as one response from the CRHC to the report of the Native American Roundtable, which noted the tremendous need to educate faculty at all levels on issues of regional Native American history and identity.  The Committee for Native American Studies at Ohio State University (our neighbor to the north) will be working with the Ping Center for the Humanities here at OU to develop sessions for GLASA.  (We hope to have a good representation of scholarly papers on First Nations as well.)   Lucy Murphy (murphy.500@osu.edu; 740/364-9592) of the History Department at Ohio State University at  Newark, who led the Native American Roundtable last year, is heading up plans for these sessions.  

Other activities are in the planning stage:  suggestions are very welcome!

***************************************************************

6. PATHSEEKER:  THE HYPERTEXTUAL ATLAS OF THE CENTRAL REGION

In late June, the CRHC Planning Group filed an additional proposal to the Division of Preservation and Access of the National Endowment for the Humanities for support of _Pathseeker:  The Hypertextual Atlas of the Central Region_.  The proposal is posted in the Pavilion on Web Crossing (click on “Comment and Critique”).  Initial stages will focus on mapping regional literary culture and mining experience under the editorial leadership of Marilyn Atlas (Ohio University), Danny Miller (Northern Kentucky University), Lynda Ann Ewen (Marshall University), and Russell Magnaghi (Northern Michigan University).  Partners in the proposal include IRAPP (Morehead State University), the Polis Center (Indiana University--Purdue University at  Indianapolis), OHIOLink (state research library network), Kentucky and Ohio State Historic Preservation Offices, Kentucky and Ohio state tourism offices.  The National Park Service will provide its relevant educational materials for parks in the Central Region. To keep up momentum on the project while this first proposal is pending, PIs Joseph Slade, Judith Lee, Ann Kovalchick, and Sandra Sleight-Brennan will take advantage of a Research Challenge Grant from the office of the Vice-President for Research at OU to receive training in ArcView (a GIS) at the Polis Center. We will be seeking additional funds from other agencies and granting organizations for additional intellectual domains.  Judging from conversations with our roundtable participants, the most logical choices for the next domains would appear to be 1) languages and dialects and 2) the history of technology in the Central Region.  However, we are open to suggestions from scholars who would like to participate. 

***********************************************************************

7. THE DUNBAR PROJECT:  CELEBRATION AND RECOVERY

On January 22, 2001, at the suggestion of Shelley Fisher Fishkin of the American Studies Program of the University of Texas at Austin, individuals and representatives of several organizations joined in a two-hour conference call to discuss planning for a series of conferences and projects  to commemorate the life and work of Paul Laurence Dunbar, the poet many critics regard as the fountainhead of African-American literature.   

Because Dunbar lived and worked in most of the states of our region (he grew up in Dayton, drew inspiration for stories and poems from his parents’ experiences as Kentucky slaves, edited a newspaper in Indianapolis, and gave recitals in Michigan), the CRHC will lead efforts to secure funding for a number of events to take place across the region and invite other regional organizations to plan events of their own in synch with ours.  Ideas  thus far include  poetry slams, poetry contests at the more than 400 high schools named after Dunbar, a documentary on his life and work, stagings of his dramatic works and music, and several small academic conferences to culminate in a larger one, all to  foster reconsideration of  the man and his legacy.   

Participants included Lawrence Blake (Superintendent, Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park), Vernon Courtney (Director, National Afro-American Museum and Cultural Center), Ann Deines (Chief, Education and Resources Management, Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park), Shelley Fisher Fishkin, Terrence Glass (Dean, Arts and Sciences,  Central State University), LaVerne Sci (Director, Paul Laurence Dunbar House State Historic Site), Caroline Jackson Smith (African-American Studies and Theater, Oberlin College), Gillian Berchowitz (Executive Editor, Ohio University Press), Arthur Cromwell (Telecommunications, Ohio University), Judith Yaross Lee (CRHC), Frederick Lewis (Documentary filmmaker, Telecommunications, Ohio University), Dean McWilliams (Ping Center for the Humanities, Ohio University), Vattel Ted Rose (African-American Studies, Ohio University), Thomas Scanlan (English, Ohio University), Joseph W. Slade (CRHC), and Raymond Tymas-Jones (Dean of Fine Arts, Ohio University).  

Please share your own suggestions  for appropriate activities, or let us know of your interest in participating.  Shelley Fisher Fishkin is co-convener of the project.   E-mail your ideas to the CRHC (crhc@www.ohiou.edu). 

As soon as feasible, the CRHC will construct a Dunbar website to coordinate events.  

