


Students, faculty, and staff
from Eastern to Zanesville are
stepping up to reduce, reuse,
recycle, and rethink the way
they go about their lives.

To celebrate and raise
awareness about Earth Day,
Ohio U. Lancaster hosted a

campus clean-up and cookout where old cell phones
and paper were collected and recycled.

Lancaster was the rst regional campus to
participate in RecycleMania last year after
acquiring a recycling trailer a few years prior where
residents, students, faculty and staff could bring
their recyclables. Jenny Larue, Lancaster’s Public
Information Of cer, was pivotal in securing the
trailer for the campus. Larue has also added a green
section to her weekly e-newsletter entitled “green
beans” that aims to bring sustainability to the
forefront of people’s minds.

One week, the green beans section highlighted
the Lancaster library’s efforts. During their recent
renovations they had to cull thousands of books from
their shelves. They took over 15,000 to Royal Paper
Company to be recycled.

Recycling continues to spread across the branch
campuses. With the addition of recycling capabilities
at the Ironton campus in January, all of the branch
campuses now recycle. Both Ironton and Zanesville
participated with Lancaster in RecycleMania this
winter.

The Green Bobcats lead the RecycleMania efforts
on the Zanesville campus. This student group aims
to bring together faculty, staff and students interested
in protecting the environment through education,

When students think about College Green, usually
the picturesque, tree-lined square at the heart of
Ohio University’s campus comes to mind. However,
a new online environmental magazine of the same
name could soon change that.

College Green will cover the scienti ¢, economic,
and cultural aspects of environmentalism in
southeastern Ohio.

“We want to bridge
the gap between the
Ohio U. campus and
the greater Athens
community,” said
College Green creator
Katherine Bercik

An Ohio U. junior, Bercik rst developed the
idea of the publication for a magazine editing
and production class project during fall quarter.
Unsatis ed with a “mock” project, she’s making it
a reality with the help of junior Journalism major
Amy Nordrum, Journalism Professor Dr. Bernhard
Debatin, and Environmental Studies graduate
student Joe Brehm. The collaborators also have big
goals for the magazine.

Ne’_vv‘ma,lga/zine to cover green scene

conservation and service. Recently they joined
the national movement to support clean energy
legislation by hosting a Focus the Nation town hall
meeting.

“The people there were awesome!” said Green
Bobcat President Donna Jennings. One attendee
brought a statement from Senator Sherrod Brown
who thanked the people gathered for their dedicated
efforts to affect energy policy. He said he believed
Ohio could become the Silicon Valley of clean energy.

As part of their efforts to raise awareness about
clean energy, the Green Bobcats invited people to
play the Clean Coal Game at the rst ever Earth Day
on the River in Zanesville. In this Corn Hole spin-
off, people threw charcoal into the hole instead of
bean bags. Some participants were surprised to get
charcoal all over their hands.

“We apologized for lying to them, but their power
company is lying to them, too. It started a lot of
great conversations,” Jennings said, who hoped the
game would debunk the clean coal myth and begin
conversation about alternatives that are clean.

At Chillicothe, recent projects are reducing energy
use. All classrooms have motion sensor equipped
lights and the buildings have automated heating
and cooling controls. They've also switched to
using recycled paper towels and toilet paper and are
discussing composting at their Family Services Child
Development Center.

“We know it's the right thing to do and we want
the children to walk out of there with that mindset”
said Facilities Manager Dave Scott.

Educational efforts are also underway at Ohio U.
Southern’s Nature Center. Established in 1999,
the center uses the environment as the framework

“I hope readers will have a greater
understanding of where they live,” .
Brehm said, “and that will include . Q\
everything from how they use \/\
water, and where it comes .
from, to the political laws O
and bills that are governing &
the environmental policy
that affects us down
here in southeastern
Ohio.”

Bercik plans
to publish new
stories weekly.
Barring any
complications,
she hopes to
have College
Green up and
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when | rst started leading tours of the OHIO

Ecohouse, | often had to explain to visitors what a

compact uorescent light bulb was. Most had never

seen one before, let alone used one. Nowadays, the

seem as common to a home as a can opener.

for learning. They host environmental education
programs for school youth, community organizations
and the public, as well as workshops for in-service
teachers that help them use outdoor resources to
improve their curricula.

Also looking to enhance their curricula, professors
from every regional campus have joined the Kanawha
project. The Kanawha Project aims to increase
undergraduates’ environmental literacy by equipping
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campus’ recycling shed

professors with the skills to integrate environmental
elements into their classes.

Professor Orianna Carter of Southern has been
incorporating what she’s learned into her medical
and zoology courses, including discussions about
organic farming and water management.

“It's vital for us to realize the seriousness of the
times and to encourage legislation and new business
practices which will avert the global forecasts, instead
of pretending we've got it under control.”

It's clear that no matter the campus, Ohio U.
is taking action to tackle some of these serious
environmental issues.

By Caitlin Whitehurst and Erin Sykes

Times have changed. Three years ago

V' It's good to take a moment every so often to acknowledge some
\% of the gains that the sustainability movement has made. “LEED”
has become a household term, along with “green building.” Weath-
erization services are booming, fueled by landlords, homeowners

O and public service agencies throughout the region. Action on climate

O change is a stated goal of our present administration, both here at Ohio
University and in Washington DC. We are truly living through greenrush

Ly that has the potential to transform the world as we know it.

Here on campus, this incredible momentum has served this year to launc
~ the composting initiative, to drive students to commit to the Power Vote

pledge by the thousands, and to inspire the Green Network to expand Earth
Week into Earth Month. It's a privilege to witness the power of people to

implement such creative and inspiring programs. Many thanks to all the won-
derful individuals, groups and departments who have been a part of making
green happen at Ohio University. Let the green rush continue!



