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FROM ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND SAFETY  

Thank you for taking the time to read this year’s annual fire safety report. This 
report, prepared annually by the Department of Environmental Health and 
Safety, is provided to meet the requirements of the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of 
Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act of 1998. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Department of Environmental Health and Safety is charged with promoting 
a safe learning, working, and living environment for the University. Our health 
and safety programs provide services and guidance to campus students, faculty, 
staff, and visitors. 

Our department provides a wide array of safety related services including 
programs in: 

• Fire Protection 
• Sanitation and Pest Control 
• Industrial Hygiene 
• Environmental Compliance 
• Occupational Safety and Health 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may obtain a copy of this report by contacting Environmental Health 
and Safety at (740) 593-1666 or by accessing the following web site: 

https://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/docs/2018_CLERY.pdf 
 

Annual Clery Act Security Report 

You may obtain a copy of this report by contacting the Ohio University Police 
Department at (740) 593-1911 or by accessing the following web site: 

https://www.ohio.edu/police/upload/Clery_Report.pdf 

 

https://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/docs/2018_CLERY.pdf
https://www.ohio.edu/police/upload/Clery_Report.pdf
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OVERVIEW 

The “Higher Education Opportunity Act” (Public Law 110-315) became law in 
August, 2008, requiring all United States academic institutions to produce an 
annual fire safety report outlining fire safety practices, standards, and all fire-
related on-campus statistics related to student housing. The following public 
disclosure report details all information required by this law as it relates to Ohio 
University as outlined in the initial regulation; subsequent yearly reports will 
comply with the act as amended.  

 

SCOPE 

The Annual Fire Clery Report is for the Ohio University campus located in Athens, 
Ohio. 
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DEFINITIONS 

• On-campus student housing facilities – student housing facilities that 
are owned or controlled by Ohio University, or are located on property 
that is owned or controlled by Ohio University, and is within the 
reasonably contiguous geographic area that makes up the Ohio 
University campus in Athens, OH. 

 

• Fire – any instance of open flame or other burning in a place not 
intended to contain the burning or in an uncontrolled manner. 

 

•  F/A -Fire Alarm System – a central, building-wide alarm system that 
provides fire detection through the use of smoke and heat detectors, 
monitors fire suppression systems, sounds building-wide evacuation 
alarms, and is monitored by the Ohio University Police Department. 

 

•  S- Fire Sprinkler System – water based automatic fire suppression 
system. 

 

•  S/A - Local Smoke Alarm – a device that contains a smoke detector and 
an integrated audible alarm. When activated the local smoke alarm 
sounds an audible alarm but does not activate the facility fire alarm 
system and or send an alarm signal the Ohio University Police 
Department. 
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ON-CAMPUS HOUSING FIRE SAFETY EQUIPMENT  

At Ohio University, all of our residence halls are protected by fire detection and 
alarm systems which are centrally monitored 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
The buildings are also equipped with either emergency generators or lighting 
fixtures that incorporate backup batteries which automatically activate to assure 
adequate egress lighting in hallways and emergency exit stairwells. Fourteen of 
our residence halls have full sprinkler systems. All fire safety systems and 
equipment are strictly maintained and tested in accordance with applicable 
national standards. A summary of the fire protection systems present in each 
residence hall is provided in Appendix A. 

 

FIRE SAFETY EDUCATION, TRAINING AND FIRE DRILLS 

Upon request, all on-campus residents, including those with special needs, 
receive intensive and comprehensive fire safety training at the beginning of each 
semester. Each resident is required to review and comply with the requirements 
outlined in Ohio University Student Housing Handbook, which includes 
information on fire safety and what appropriate action to take during a fire alarm 
or fire emergency. There is an emergency evacuation map posted on each floor 
to direct occupants to primary and secondary exits.  

Fire drills are conducted each semester in all of the occupied residence halls in 
coordination with Ohio University’s office of Environmental, Health and Safety. 
Fraternity and sorority houses that are located in Athens must follow the same 
procedures that apply to residence halls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ohio.edu/housing/busops/upload/Housing-Handbook.pdf
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SPECIFIC FIRE PREVENTION RELATED POLICIES AND PROGRAMS 

• Policy 44.105: Fire Emergencies, affirms procedures that students must 
evacuate the building upon fire alarm activation and outlines the role 
of staff members in overseeing evacuation procedures and reentry into 
the building when authorized. This policy is intended to prevent injury, 
loss of life, and property damage from fire emergencies.  
http://www.ohio.edu/policy/44-105.html  

 

• Policy 44.109: Safety Management, ensures systematic integration of 
safety and environmental considerations into all university activities. 
This policy applies to all members of the university community and also 
to contractors whose work is directed on a day-to-day basis by 
university employees.  http://www.ohio.edu/policy/44-109.html  

 

• Policy 44.113: Smoking, prohibits smoking in all Ohio University 
buildings; on appurtenant rooftops and terraces; in public buildings 
directly and indirectly under the control of Ohio University; and within 
10 feet of Ohio University buildings, including windows and ventilation 
intake openings.  This policy provides an Ohio University smoking policy 
in compliance with Ohio Smoking Law, Chapter 3794 of the Ohio 
Revised Code, effective date December 7, 2006, and with the Ohio Fire 
Code provisions on Smoking, Section 310.                                                .       
http://www.ohio.edu/policy/44-113.html  

 

• Policy 42.501: Decorations in University Buildings,  states that all room 
furnishings and/or decorations and the decorating of public spaces is 
strictly controlled, additional limitations on the use of flammable and 
combustible materials for decorations in both residence rooms and 
common areas.  This policy establishes the conditions for safe use of 
decorations in university buildings, including classroom, administrative, 
and residence buildings.                           .                               
http://www.ohio.edu/policy/42-501.html  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ohio.edu/policy/44-105.html
http://www.ohio.edu/policy/44-109.html
http://www.ohio.edu/policy/44-113.html
http://www.ohio.edu/policy/42-501.html
http://www.ohio.edu/policy/42-501.html
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• The Ohio University Student Housing Handbook which is part of the 
housing contract, limits the types of electrical appliances allowed in 
residence halls, establishes expectations for compliance with drills and 
training, provides for periodic health and safety inspections of 
residence rooms, affirms limitations on materials that may be stored 
in resident rooms, prohibits open flames without a permit, limits the 
use of combustible decorations/furnishings, and defines the 
consequences if students violate university policies and programs.  

Specifically:  

o Electrical appliances such as electric stoves, George Foreman-
type grills, toaster ovens, toasters, crock pots, sandwich 
makers, space heaters, hot plates, and other open coiled 
appliances are not permitted in residence hall rooms. No 
extension cords of any type are permitted, and halogen bulb 
lamps and high intensity lamps are prohibited. 

o Items that require an open flame, operate on fuel, or produce 
heat (such as Bunsen burners, lit candles, incense, and alcohol 
burners) are prohibited. 

o Student rooms, common areas, storage, and mechanical areas 
are subject to regular inspection by the Ohio Fire Marshal’s 
Office, Environmental Health and Safety personnel, and 
Student Programs staff. In addition, resident room inspections 
are conducted once per semester by hall staff in order to 
identify any health or safety concerns. Violations of fire and life 
safety policies are subject to university judicial action and 
appropriate sanctions. 

o Anyone found causing a false fire alarm, tampering with fire-
safety equipment, or not properly evacuating during a fire 
alarm will face arrest and/or judicial referral.  

o Ohio University’s  Fire Safety program establishes 
requirements for periodic fire safety inspections of all 
university buildings, including residence halls; provides for 
periodic training for employees and students on basic fire 
safety; affirms conditions that must be maintained in all 
university properties to comply with the Ohio  Fire Prevention 
Code; and, establishes requirements for the permitting, 
approval and inspection of hot work, use of open 
flames/burning, pyrotechnics and special effects, and 
temporary facilities, tents and stages. 

 



9 Ohio University 
 

SPECIFIC EHS PROGRAMS AND PROCEDURES 

• Resident Life Fire Safety - Fire Safety is taken very seriously at Ohio 
University.  It is customary that your hall will conduct a fire drill. Please 
comply fully with the building evacuation and re-entry procedures 
during these drills. Any time you hear a fire alarm, pick up your keys and 
OU ID, lock your door, and leave the building immediately. Never use 
the elevator. Take the time to learn where the fire alarms and exit 
routes are from any room in your building (you won't always be in your 
own room when the alarm sounds or when you spot smoke or flames). 
If you encounter smoke or flames in the building, pull the nearest fire 
alarm, leave the building immediately, and call 911. 

• Resident Life Electrical Safety - Very few of our residence hall rooms 
have a sufficient number of electrical wall outlets to accommodate all 
of the appliances which you'll have with you or be in locations which 
will be most convenient to your chosen room layout. Therefore, when 
you are trying to be creative, please follow the electrical safety "do's" 
and "don'ts". 

• Space Heaters - The Ohio University recognizes that individuals have 
different levels of comfort associated with temperature and heat. The 
use of electric space heaters as a temporary measure is permitted, if 
guidelines are followed. 

• Recreational Fires - EHS requires a permit for recreational or 
ceremonial fires. For permits call 593-1666. Please allow ten (10) days 
to process.  Compliance must be met for the Athens City Fire 
Department Burn Law (effective 8/29/06).   

• Multi-outlet assemblies (power strips) -  Power strips should be 
properly secured to a permanent surface, equipped with fuse or circuit 
breaker, energized from a permanent outlet, grounded 3-wire type, and 
UL approved. 

• Extinguisher Training – Training is offered any time, please contact the 
Department of Environmental Health & Safety at 593-1666 if you would 
like to practice using a fire extinguisher or to set up a training class. 

 

 

http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/ehs/fire/reslife.htm
http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/ehs/fire/reslife.htm
http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/ehs/fire/spaceheaters.htm
http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/ehs/fire/bonfire.htm
http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/ehs/fire/extensioncords.htm
http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/ehs/fire/extinguisher/index.htm
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• Nuisance Fire Alarms - Fortunately, the cause of most fire alarms is not 
fire, but something else. Causes can be accidental (somebody bumping 
into a fire alarm device, a worker spray painting, sawing/sanding wood, 
or welding too close to a detector), unintentional (dust or insects the 
detector sees as smoke, or a smoke detector too close to a kitchen area, 
or water that leaks into a detector), mechanical (a malfunctioning 
system--usually when a new system is being installed, an electrical 
storm, or a faulty wire), or malicious (intentionally setting off the 
alarm). Learn more about How To Live With Your Fire Alarm System. 

• Fire Drills - Fire drills will be conducted each semester during the 
academic session. Drills are conducted for each of the 43 residence halls 
by Ohio University staff.  EHS keeps records of these drills as well as 
those reported by off campus Greek Chapter Houses. 

• Prevention and Inspection Programs - Environmental Health and Safety 
conducts a fire drill during the first two weeks of the academic session 
at each residence hall. Random fire safety inspections are made weekly 
throughout the Ohio University campus by Residence Life staff. 
Fraternities and sororities are inspected by EHS. 

• Building Construction and Alarm Systems - Some residence halls are 
equipped with fire department standpipes, hoses, and some have 
sprinkler systems. Each residence hall is equipped with a fire alarm 
system that includes manual pull stations, horns and strobe lights. All 
rooms contain smoke detectors, either single or multi-station 
(interconnected to the fire alarm panel). The fire alarm and sprinkler 
systems are inspected and tested according to code requirements and 
fire extinguishers are scheduled to be inspected monthly per code.  

• Fraternity & Sorority Inspection - Ohio University has a special 
relationship with fraternity and sorority chapters. As part of that special 
relationship, the university allows sophomore students to be exempted 
from the on-campus housing policy. In order to maintain this 
exemption, chapters must comply with certain rules and expectations. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/ehs/fire/falsefire.htm
http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/docs/FireAlarm.pdf
http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/ehs/fire/drills.htm
http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/ehs/fire/frat_inspection.htm
http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/ehs/fire/oufire.htm
http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/ehs/fire/oufire.htm
http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/ehs/fire/frat_inspection.htm
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• Tents, Canopies, Football, & Outdoor Events - The state of Ohio 
requires a permit for all tents and membrane structures (air inflated or 
frame covered structure) over 200 square feet, and canopies (open 
sides at least 75%) over 400 square feet.  Please visit the following 
sites for specific requirements. 

• Tent/Canopy Permit Policy 

• State of Ohio Tent/Canopy Permit 

• Tent/Canopy Application Explanation and Guidelines 

• Assembly Events Inspection Requirements 

Tent & Canopy Use Permit Forms - A permit is required for 
tents, canopies, and membrane structures available from the 
Ohio Department of Commerce. These permits are not 
processed by Ohio University.  

For more information visit the following website:  
http://com.ohio.gov/documents/dico_391.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/docs/tentpermitinfo/TentPermitPolicy2009.pdf
http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/docs/tentpermitinfo/StateofOhioTentPermit.pdf
http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/docs/tentpermitinfo/TentApplicationExplanationandGuidelines.pdf
http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/docs/tentpermitinfo/AssemblyEventsInspectionRequirements.pdf
http://www.com.ohio.gov/dico/docs/bdcc_ApplicationForSpecialsRevision.pdf
http://com.ohio.gov/documents/dico_391.pdf
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FIRE STATISTICS 

The number and cause of each fire in each residence hall is summarized in 
Appendix B. There were no reported fire-related injuries or fatalities in residence 
halls during calendar years 2014 through 2017.  

 

FIRE REPORTING 

The Ohio University Police Department monitors the status of all fire detection 
and fire suppression systems in residence halls.  If a fire occurs, it must be 
reported to the Ohio University Police Department by calling (740) 593-1911 
(non-emergency) or 911 (emergency). The Ohio University campus fire log is 
available for viewing upon request in the lobby of the EHS Department M-F, 
8:00am to 5:00pm.  

 

PLANS FOR FUTURE IMPROVEMENT 

Ohio University maintains a prioritized list of projects to upgrade older fire 
systems, enhance the capabilities of existing systems, or install new fire safety 
systems in existing buildings while providing comprehensive maintenance and 
testing schedules. 

 

REPORTING FIRES AND EMERGENCIES 

Report on-campus fires to 911 and activate the building fire alarm using a manual 
fire alarm pull-station. 

** All fires, including those that have been extinguished, must be 
reported to Ohio University Police. 

Report all other emergencies to the Ohio University Police Department by one 
of these methods: 

• Call 3-1911 from any campus phone  

• Call (740) 593-1911 from a cellular or off-campus phone 

• Use a Code Blue Telephone or other emergency telephone 
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

Ohio University has published an Emergency Response Guide to help members 
of the Ohio University community properly respond to emergencies on campus. 
The current version of the guide can be found at the Ohio University Emergency 
Programs web page:  

     http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/emergencyprograms/responses.htm  

 

 

EVACUATION PROCEDURES 

All persons are required to evacuate from and exit the building any time: the fire 
or evacuation alarm sounds; an evacuation announcement is made; or a 
University official orders you to evacuate. 

When evacuating, remember to: 

• Close any open windows in your room 

• Take jackets or clothing needed for protection from the weather 

• Feel the top of your door for heat before opening it 

• Stay low and open the door slowly checking for signs of smoke or 
fire in the corridor  

• Lock your room door behind you as you leave 

• Proceed quickly to the nearest exit 

• Move away from the building and to your floor’s meeting location 

• If you have information about the emergency then report it to 
emergency responders 

• If you are unable to exit the building due to a disability or fire 
conditions, take refuge to a safe location and call 911. If possible, 
signal out a window to emergency responders. 

 

 

 

http://www.ohio.edu/riskandsafety/emergencyprograms/responses.htm


14 Ohio University 
 

 

SMOKE DETECTORS 

All on-campus student housing rooms are equipped with local smoke alarms that 
when activated will sound an in-room audible alarm. Many smoke alarms are 
connected to the building fire alarm system for power and monitoring purposes. 
Some in-room smoke alarms do not sound a building-wide alarm and do not send 
an alarm signal to the Ohio University Police Department. In-room smoke alarms 
are designed to alert room occupants. 

 

REPORTING MALFUNCTIONING LOCAL SMOKE ALARMS 

Report malfunctioning smoke alarms to Facilities Management and Safety by 
calling (740) 593-2911 at any time, day or night.  

Never cover, remove, or tamper with smoke alarms or other fire protection 
equipment. 

 

OHIO UNIVERSITY FIRE SAFETY PLAN 

The current Ohio University Fire Safety Plan is shown on the next page. This fire 
safety plan is applicable to all campus facilities, including on-campus student 
housing facilities.  

 

 

 

      

 

 



15 Ohio University 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

IN CASE OF FIRE EMERGENCY 

Ohio University Policy 44.105: Fire Emergencies 

When the Fire Alarm Sounds 

1. Evacuate the building immediately via the nearest available exit. Go to a location 
out of the path of emergency response vehicles, away from fire hydrants, 
approximately 50 feet away from the building, and account for the people in your 
group. If you know someone is unable to evacuate the building, you should relay 
that information to 911.  

2. If you cannot evacuate the building due to mobility impairment, the intensity of 
the fire, or smoke, then "Shelter in Place" by:  

a. closing the doors to the room you are in;  
b. calling 911 to give your location and information;  
c. stopping up cracks (e.g., with wet towels) to block smoke;  
d. open windows to the outside for fresh air; and staying next to the floor 

to avoid breathing hot gases and smoke.  
e. Wait until help arrives.  

3. In order to slow the spread of the fire, doors, and if possible, windows, should be 
closed as the last person leaves a room or area during the evacuation of the 
building.  

4. Do not use elevators, use the building's stairwells.  

5. Do not return to your room until the all clear signal is given by the Ohio University 
Police Department ("OUPD"), or the Athens Fire Department, or — in the case of a 
fire drill — Environmental Health and Safety ("EHS").  

 If You Discover a Fire 

1. Call 911.  

2. Assist any person in immediate danger to safety, if that can be accomplished 
without risk to you or other persons.  

3. Do not try to fight the fire yourself; call 911 and be prepared to give your name, 
location, and fire information. If the fire is small enough and you have been 
trained, you may use a nearby fire extinguisher to control and extinguish the fire 
after calling 911.  

4. Immediately activate the building fire alarm system by pulling a manual fire alarm 
pull station on your way out of the building if the building alarm is not already 
sounding. In all residence halls and many other buildings this will automatically 
notify OUPD and the fire department and get help on the way. The Stopper II 
device which covers the pull station will sound a local alarm when opened. Do not 
mistake this for the actual fire alarm. After opening this cover, the actual pull 
station must be pulled to sound the fire alarm.  

5. If you cannot evacuate the building, then shelter in place, as described in item 2 of 
subsection I, above.  

6. Never reenter a building after a fire without permission from the Athens Fire 
Department or OUPD. 
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	OVERVIEW
	SCOPE
	The Annual Fire Clery Report is for the Ohio University campus located in Athens, Ohio.
	DEFINITIONS
	 On-campus student housing facilities – student housing facilities that are owned or controlled by Ohio University, or are located on property that is owned or controlled by Ohio University, and is within the reasonably contiguous geographic area tha...
	 Fire – any instance of open flame or other burning in a place not intended to contain the burning or in an uncontrolled manner.
	  F/A -Fire Alarm System – a central, building-wide alarm system that provides fire detection through the use of smoke and heat detectors, monitors fire suppression systems, sounds building-wide evacuation alarms, and is monitored by the Ohio Univers...
	  S- Fire Sprinkler System – water based automatic fire suppression system.
	  S/A - Local Smoke Alarm – a device that contains a smoke detector and an integrated audible alarm. When activated the local smoke alarm sounds an audible alarm but does not activate the facility fire alarm system and or send an alarm signal the Ohi...
	ON-CAMPUS HOUSING FIRE SAFETY EQUIPMENT
	FIRE SAFETY EDUCATION, TRAINING AND FIRE DRILLS
	SPECIFIC FIRE PREVENTION RELATED POLICIES AND PROGRAMS
	SPECIFIC EHS PROGRAMS AND PROCEDURES
	 31TResident Life Electrical Safety31T - Very few of our residence hall rooms have a sufficient number of electrical wall outlets to accommodate all of the appliances which you'll have with you or be in locations which will be most convenient to your...
	 31TRecreational Fires31T - EHS requires a permit for recreational or ceremonial fires. For permits call 593-1666. Please allow ten (10) days to process.  Compliance must be met for the Athens City Fire Department Burn Law (effective 8/29/06).
	 31TMulti-outlet assemblies (power strips)31T -  Power strips should be properly secured to a permanent surface, equipped with fuse or circuit breaker, energized from a permanent outlet, grounded 3-wire type, and UL approved.

	 31TPrevention and Inspection Programs31T - Environmental Health and Safety conducts a fire drill during the first two weeks of the academic session at each residence hall. Random fire safety inspections are made weekly throughout the Ohio University...
	 31TBuilding Construction and Alarm Systems31T - Some residence halls are equipped with fire department standpipes, hoses, and some have sprinkler systems. Each residence hall is equipped with a fire alarm system that includes manual pull stations, h...

	 Tents, Canopies, Football, & Outdoor Events - The state of Ohio requires a permit for all tents and membrane structures (air inflated or frame covered structure) over 200 square feet, and canopies (open sides at least 75%) over 400 square feet.  Ple...
	FIRE STATISTICS
	The number and cause of each fire in each residence hall is summarized in Appendix B. There were no reported fire-related injuries or fatalities in residence halls during calendar years 2014 through 2017.
	FIRE REPORTING
	PLANS FOR FUTURE IMPROVEMENT


